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Where in the Benefice? 

All our four worship centres 
are  represented here, but 
which picture belongs to which 
church and where can they be 
found? 



The Rector Writes 
 

Hello Everyone 
 

I believe it is clear that this terrible pandemic will 
be changing our lives for many months and dare I 
say it years to come. Through this period the name 
and effect of the Corona Virus will have to have 
been endured. Things are still confused at present 
and I think it is safest to say that we should above 
all continue to wash and sanitise our hands regularly (the one thing 
totally in our control) and make sure we keep a physical distance 
from each other. At present a group from our national church is 
meeting with the government to try to plan a way forward from 
July and we await their report. 
 

It has been very sad to have to conduct funerals including those for 
loved members of our congregations under the rules necessary at 
present especially for those who had planned and set out directions 
for funerals in church. Some funerals have been marked by people 
gathering and ‘waving’ someone off on their final journey and I 
know that families have appreciated that contribution. In these  
circumstances every death including those not directly related to 
Coronavirus has the shadow of the Pandemic cast over it - we pray 
for all those families affected in these times. We also look to a time 
when those lives ended during the pandemic can be celebrated 
more fully. 
 

We continue to pray for the Sick, NHS staff, Care workers and Key 
workers in shops and on the roads, who enable our daily lives. As 
June begins please hold our schools and their staff and children in 
your prayers. Larger schools have remained open with a reduced 
capacity and this has been appreciated. I really hope and pray     
that all the work undertaken is never undervalued in our society.        
Volunteers and good neighbours have made such a difference  to 
the lives of so many people and I believe society is  strengthened 
when we give thanks for the many examples of community spirit 
which have emerged in the last weeks. 



I will include in this magazine a Sunday service outline to take us up    
to November  (bar festivals) and they can be down loaded from the     
website separately. I have been encouraged by the individuals who 
have joined me for morning and evening prayer during the lockdown. I 
hope that we can continue to pray morning and evening and offer our-
selves, our loved ones and our community to God.  
 

We can’t gather in church, but in our homes and households, we can 
share in this prayer separately but together as parts of the Body of 
Christ and I hope the prayer book we share which is based on this 
method can help us to maintain this pattern of prayer which Christians 
have used since the earliest times” . I am now filming our worship from 
the churches, all be it on my own. It is wonderful to know so many join 
online or by using the conference call facility.   

Looking to the future one of the challenges for 2020 and indeed 2021 
will be finance. Our churches in various ways depend on visitors,    
weddings and income generated at holiday times and this year things 
will be different. To those of you who give directly and regularly I say 
thank you and to those who have sent cheques and envelopes to our 
treasurers I also give our thanks but can I also ask that you might give 
something of what you might spend or donate at social activities to the 
work of the church at this time. If you need a standing order form or 
the bank details please let me or one of the churchwardens or the 
treasurers know and we will oblige.  
 

I also want to say thank you to all who have been in touch with        
Caroline and me personally at this time. We had thought of this        
summer as an opportunity through a number of events to get to know 
you all even better but instead we have been separated and yet united 
by technology. Please let me know if you have any ideas of how we 
could do things better? 
 

I plan to continue to be in touch through emails, films, Facebook,    
conference calls,  telephone calls from Lynne and myself and through 
letters but please don’t forget to ask for any help you may require. 
 

Until we meet again, may God bless us all ! 
 



A (new) Churchwardens Ramblings. 
 

“Can you write an article for Bedale and Beyond?” asked Simon. “Err OK.” 
I said. “When do you need it?” “Oh mid-week next week will do. End of 
the week at the latest”. Gulp, no pressure then…. “What subject?”  
 

I know I should have asked this first but I’m a bear of very little brain and 
I’m always a bit woolly when I’m pounced on. “Anything you like” says 
Simon. “Maybe tell ‘em about what the PCC has been up to, that sort of 
thing. I’ll leave it up to you OK?”. “Right….”  Prayer has helped after the 
initial panic, and my mind filled with all sorts of stuff some of which I think 
I can share below… 
 

What has the PCC been doing then?  Well our last meeting was back in 
February when we looked at Environmental policy, and the possibility of 
running a Sunday school. We received various reports from ongoing items 
such as Finance, Re-Ordering, Our Family Chaplain, Diocesan Strategy, 
Health and Safety, Safeguarding and Deanery Synod, fairly routine sort of 
things. Since then of course things have changed somewhat. We have 
done a bit of business online via e-mail. We approved the year end ac-
counts for example.  
 

We also approved a project for the Chantry Hall to improve ventilation  
for the kitchen. This was requested by Bedale Community Meals on 
Wheels as they discovered that the current ventilation in the kitchen is 
insufficient for the size of gas hob we have fitted. So in partnership with 
Meals on Wheels and other benefactors we agreed funding and gave the 
go ahead for work to take place to install a new much larger cooker hood 
with a stainless steel backing, with an interlocking gas valve so the hob 
only runs when the ventilation is running. We are now awaiting dates for 
the contractors to start work. I think it is important that we support the 
Meals on Wheels group, they are providing a vital service especially in 
these strange times. So that’s the PCC covered now what?  
 

Maybe I could ramble on a bit about how I came to this position?  It was 
after service in the Chantry Hall one Sunday morning towards the end of 
2018 when Mal, wandered up to Anne and myself and flashed that smile 
he has when he is going to drop you in a whole heap of trouble. I’d       
already been collared by Mal to be the point of liaison between the 
church and the town council for the forthcoming Tour de Yorkshire finish. 



What was he after now? “Can I ask you a favour?” he cooed. “Err yes?” I 
replied. He smiled again. “I’ve got a little job I’d like you to consider” Uh 
Oh here we go! “You know George is standing down at the next APCM? 
Well I’d like you to stand in his place.” I was a bit stunned. “Really?” I 
managed. “Are you sure? I mean I’m not sure it’s really my thing” I       
replied rather lamely. Mal was undeterred, “Well I think you’d be good in 
the role, and besides” he continued in a slightly conspiratorial tone.  “I’ll 
be honest, right; I need someone I can work with, and I know I can work 
with you.”  “Oh right” I was still reeling from the idea. Anne was grinning 
like a Cheshire cat; (she loves to see me squirm.) Mal gave me a friendly 
pat on the shoulder. “Give it some thought and let me know.” I had the 
feeling I wasn’t going to escape this. “OK I’ll let you know”…   
 

So it came to pass that after a lot of prayerful thought I caved in and 
agreed.  And thus I was elected as one of your Churchwardens at the   
annual parochial church meeting on the 8th of April last year which now  
seems like a lifetime ago! I got my first insight as to how things were   
going to go when at the end of the APCM George Bushby presented me 
with a bag full of books on being a church warden, with the comment 
“here you go it’s all yours now”.  Thanks George!..  That should have set 
alarm bells ringing!  So I was now splashing around in the deep end.  My 
thanks have to go to everyone in the congregation who supported me 
through those times and made me feel welcome in my new role. And a 
big thank you to Sue Inglis and my nephew George who stepped up and 
took a lot of the pressure off by setting up and putting away for Sunday 
services and doing most of the serving. ( I still on occasions manage to 
sneak back to being a server, but those times are now few and far be-
tween… ) 
 

I started reading up on my new role. One title of the books I received 
from George caught my eye, titled “Churchwardens”. “A survival Guide” 
That’s just what I need! I thought, so I started reading....  Hang on! What 
is all this about Churchwardens serving until the Archdeacons visitation?  
And this bit about not being a churchwarden until said visitation?         
Methinks I was slightly hood winked in those first weeks. Ho. Hum… 
 

There was (and still is) a lot to learn when you become a warden. You are 
supposed to be organised, diplomatic, and calm. Oh really?  



 

May 2019 saw us host the finish of a stage of the Tour de Yorkshire. Mal 
had already asked me to be the liaison point between St Gregory’s and 
the town council. So I was the one trying to organise our part in the day. 
The week before was a roller coaster of emotions, rolling between        
despair and panic to elation when we (just…) managed to round            
ourselves up and organise ourselves to have the bells rung to welcome in 
the day (We were heard on local BBC Radio York’s breakfast show!) We 
held a short ecumenical service of blessing for the day in the morning 
after the bells. We managed to get the church suitably decorated. I 
shouldn’t but I will mention the panic of apparently not having any     
flowers arranged at the start of the week. It was a mighty relief when Mal 
and his team of arrangers plus Hazel and Michelle came to the rescue on 
the Thursday. Then there was learning that there was a wedding in 
church on the Saturday, which required our decorations be moved on the 
Friday evening. Oh what a panic! I needed all the help I could get!) Mum 
and her team had the Chantry Hall open for refreshments throughout the 
day. It all seemed quite panicked beforehand but it came together on the 
day. Phew!  Did someone say something about being organised and 
calm? Hmm?  
 

June saw me officially sworn in as a warden (there was no escape now...) 
just in time for us to welcome Simon and Caroline into the Rectory. And 
thus a new chapter started in the Benefice. 
 

So maybe this is a good point to end this particular “ramble”. I’m not   
sure if it quite what Simon had in mind when he asked me to “write 
something” but it is what has come to mind after a lot of prayer and a   
bit of memory searching. 

      Phillip 

Lord Jesus Christ, you taught us to love our neighbour, 

and to care for those in need as if we were caring for you. 

In this time of anxiety, give us strength to comfort the fearful,  

to tend the sick, and to assure the isolated of our love,  
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of Lockdown! 
 
 

I am in the fortunate position of living in a lovely place with plen-
ty of room to myself, so in many ways this time of staying at 
home has been limiting and inconvenient, but bearable.  I know 
there are many people for whom this is not the case and they 
quite rightly must long for it to end. But for me it has proved to 
be a time of counting my blessings and thanking God for them.  
Like many I’ve taken the opportunity to learn some new skills 
and tidy cupboards!  I’ve been able to continue working with the 
Foodbank and taking part in weekly Zoom meetings with Dave’s 
family as well as my own.  I’ve enjoyed many of the new ways of 
worshipping online and am excited about how the church is 
reaching out into our community.  But first and foremost among 
the blessings has been having the time to embrace the changes 
that have taken place in my life over the past 11 months since 
Dave became ill and then died.   
 

It would have been extremely easy at the start of this year to 
have lost myself in busyness, but this time spent on my own has 
enabled me to work through and embrace the journey of be-
reavement.  As the days and weeks have passed I have found 
myself thinking about what happened and coming before God in 
prayer, being as honest as I can about how I’m feeling.  Fortu-
nately, God can cope with my anger!  It’s not been an easy pro-
cess and has often left me in tears.  But as I’ve wrestled with it 
and tried to draw close to Him, I have found comfort and peace 
and love coming back to me through Scripture, music, on my 
walks and through the love of others.   



LISTEN TO YOUR LIFE 
 

Listen to your life, see it for the fathomless mystery that it is. 
 
In the boredom and pain of it no less than in the excitement and 
gladness;  Touch, taste, smell your way to the holy and hidden 
heart of it, because in the last analysis all moments are key mo-
ments; and life itself is grace. 
 
    Frederick Buechner 

Simon’s opening words of his sermon on Ascension Sunday 
were very true and pertinent for me.  Every time I’ve thought 
that the journey is perhaps coming to a close, some everyday 
occurrence or object or TV programme has suddenly brought 
me up short and the tears flow again.  But I truly count that 
as a blessing because I can work through it some more know-
ing that God is walking through it with me. I pray that, when 
we all emerge from this time, I will find myself in a better 
place spiritually and emotionally.  Still a work in progress, but 
further on than when I started. 
 

However, I am looking forward eagerly to the time when we 
can all meet together again in fellowship.  Bring on the 
shared lunch! 
 

God bless   

   Linda 



GREETING 
 

      In the name of the Father,  
      and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 
 

          The Lord be with you:  and also with you. 
 

PRAYERS OF PREPARATION 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom  no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration  
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against 
you and against our neighbour in thought and word and 
deed, through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past and grant that we may serve you  
in newness of life to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on 
earth. Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your    
glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the  Father, Lord God, 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy 
on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive 
our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the  
Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

THE COLLECT AND  READINGS    (Bulletin) 
 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 
 
 

GOSPEL  READING AND SERMON 

Trinity  Season Holy  Communion 



 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life,  
the one for whom we exist?  We believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,  who took our human nature,  
died for us and rose again?  We believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of 
God and makes Christ known in the world? We believe and trust in him. 

 

This is the faith of the Church. This is our faith. We believe and trust 
in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
 

THE PEACE 
 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER RESPONSES 
 

The Lord is here. His Spirit is with us.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks & praise.        

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth  
are full of your glory. Hosanna, in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna, in the highest. 
 

Blessing & honour & glory & power be yours for ever & ever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

THE AGNUS DEI   
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION     (Bulletin) 
 
 

BLESSING 
 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord     In the name of Christ. Amen 



THE LONG SEASON OF TRINITY 
If I were to ask you to describe a close family member or 
someone who you have known for a long time as well       
as their physical form you would after a while begin to tell 
stories about that person as you began to paint a fuller   
picture. How they get on with other people, the way they 
interact all may play a part in the description. And so character traits, looks,            
dimensions and even the relationships themselves help to construct how we are 
viewed by others. 

In the Christmas season we look at God’s incarnation, God being with people;       
Easter celebrates the cross and resurrection of Jesus and Pentecost or Whit marks 
the work of the Holy Spirit. We now begin the seasons of Trinity. Just look at the 
diary titles for the Sundays in June, Trinity 1, 2 & 3 etc.  

The season of Trinity is a time to learn about God in all the ways in which we     
encounter him. Over a long period over the summer months it is as if through the 
Sunday readings we are having someone described to us  - so it is we find different 
views  of God being revealed.  

God the Father is seen as creator, wishing for us to be born and reborn, created 
and recreated into his pattern. So although we think of God Almighty, we also see 
him present with the people of the Old Testament. Look around and see the beauty 
around. The bible is filled with people’s experience of him. Real people who quite 
often fail to reach the standard he wants them to reach. But God the Father does 
not leave them or us to their or our failing devices. 

It is Jesus who gives us a way back. The experience of the cross is God living and 
dying so that we may find a path always open. A path that bridges the failure of  
humanity. At the cross the void between us and God was bridged. Want to find 
God ? Look to the son—who redeemed, in other words, who bought us for the   
father. ‘There is a Redeemer’ is the hymn which tells of Jesus being God, leading 
us to the Father, a price beyond understanding being  paid at the cross. 

The Holy Spirit is seen by Christians as the attribute of Gods that  whispers to us of 
God the Father and of Jesus, who empowers us to make the search, who directs 
the knowledge of God to find through the Jesus, God the Father.  

When we pray we can use God the Trinity. Creation, redemption, empowering – 
attribute of God which focus our minds. God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy 
Spirit. Three ways of  receiving God into our lives. Ignore either, look to each and 
one in the same. The fuller picture of how we perceive God. 



 
 
Foodbank News 
I want to thank everyone who is continuing to support 
Hambleton FoodShare during these  difficult times.   
Although the donation point at the back of St Grego-
ry’s Church is not available at the moment, there are 
boxes in the Co-ops in Bedale and Leeming Bar as well as the Spar in the gar-
age in Aiskew.  For those who would like to make a financial contribution, 
cheques can be posted to:  
 

Hambleton FoodShare c/o Alison Grainger, The Living Rooms, 
     5 Garthway Arcade, Northallerton DL7 8NS 
 

Or to donate online:  Sort code - 40-52-40    Account no 00023262 
 

This is an extract from an email from one of our Trustees, Michael Webster: 
 

“You are making it possible for us to meet the growing demand we are faced 
with. In April 2019 we provided 70 food parcels, in April this year 312! Another 
major change has been in the activity of the Mobile Team who in April last 
year delivered 11 parcels whilst this April it was 197.” 
 

Bedale is part of the Mobile Team and in April we delivered 23 of those 197 
parcels supporting 7 households in our locality.  from the beginning of the year 
to date we have delivered a total of 107 parcels.  So any donations you can 
make are most gratefully received and much appreciated and, to quote again 
from Michael, “are making such a difference to the lives of our customers, 
many of whom tell us they never thought they would need our help.” 
 

Thank you - Linda and Mike 
HFS Bedale  -  07930 988360 

 

Christian Aid Week has had to be cancelled this 
year, with inevitable repercussions for the world's 
poor. We will try to make up with some kind of 
fund-raising event when normality eventually  
returns. In the meantime, if anyone would like to 

give whatever they would normally contribute, I will make sure 
that it is gets to the right place. Thank you.   

  John Critchlow, Treasurer.      19 Oak Tree Drive, Bedale. 

 (Cheque payable to Christian Aid.) 
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Sudoku 
This one is classed 

as medium so no 

great challenge. 

Enjoy. 

Try to fill in the missing 
numbers (05).  

Use the numbers 1 through 9 to 
complete the equations. 

Each number is only used once. 
Each row is a maths equation. 
Work from left to right. 
Each column is a maths 
equation. Work from top to 
bottom. 

PUZZLE PAGE 



Notes on the Prayer Diary 
 
Dear All 
 

The Prayer Diaries were produced at the end of April 
and as you will appreciate, no one knows where we will 
be, or what we will be allowed to do in one month’s 
time let alone two. 
 

I sincerely hope you are all keeping well and safe.  I cannot foresee 
any great changes occurring in the near future but hopefully there 
will be some easing of the situation, although it will depend upon the 
outcome of the current restrictions. 
 

Many of us understandably, are unable to offer any practical help, but 
we are all able to pray and prayer is so very powerful when seeking 
the will of God in any situation.  Whilst in these circumstances it is 
easy to become self-focussed and inward looking we should always 
remember that God is in control and look for him and his presence in 
all things. 
 

So as we use these daily prayers let us always remember the good-
ness of those who are willing and able to give their time and gifts to 
help others and I have added below two meditations for us to think 
on whilst we are confined to our homes. 
 

SEVEN TIMES A DAY 
 

Seven times a day, as I work upon this hungry farm, I say to you, 
‘Lord, why am I here? What is there to stir my gifts to growth? What 
great thing can I do for others – I who am captive to this dreary toil?’ 
 

And seven times a day you answer, ‘I cannot do without you, once my 
son did live your life, and by his faithfulness did show my mind, my 
kindness, and my trust to others.  But now he has come to my side, 
and you must take his place.’ 
 

(Hebridean Altars) 
 
Stephen Madsen 

 



1 That we will become a praying benefice and will all be strengthened through prayer 
2 For residents on the estate on the north side of Bedale Road, Aiskew 
3 For the staff in the hospitals, the paramedics and ambulance drivers who are daily work-

ing with and caring for patients with the coronavirus 

4 For the Clergy PA and all others who prepare and disseminate the magazine and other 
information within the benefice 

5 For the police and other emergency service personnel who continue to work through this 
difficult period 

6 For the volunteers who staff the Bedale Library 
7 That you will have the same faith, belief and trust as Abraham (Romans 4:13-25) and Jairus 

and the woman (Matthew 9:18-26) 

8 Today commences Carer’s Week, continue to give thanks and pray for the carers in the 
Care Homes and those who visit people in their own homes. 

9 For congregation of St. Mary’s, Thornton Watlass 
10 For Simon, Caroline and their family, and their ministry in this benefice. 
11 Today is the feast of St. Barnabas, the Greek meaning of his name is ‘son of encourage-

ment’ pray that you can, like Barnabas, encourage others in the faith of Christ. 

12 For all the Health Centres and those in private practice who provide individual health care 
and those who provide veterinary services 

13 For the uniformed organisations in the churches 
14 Jesus sent out the disciples to the lost sheep of Israel, we are todays disciples who he 

needs to go and find the lost sheep in today’s world, pray for strength in this.  (Mt. 10:5-10) 

15 That you will spend more time to develop your own spiritual growth and your relationship 
with God and Christ 

16 For members and officials of the Mothers Union locally, regionally and nationally 
17 For the mission & ministry of our churches in their respective parishes and in the benefice 

18 For the clergy, staff and volunteers at Ripon Cathedral 
19 For the residents of the street where you live 
20 For all the Archdeacons in the Deanery 
21 Give thanks to God that he values you so much he sent his Son to die for you   Mt. 10:29-31 

22 For all who use the Chantry Hall, those associated with the church or for private functions 
23 For all who administer Home Communions 
24 For new members to coming to our church family & that they will be aways welcomed 

25 For the musicians and choirs 
26 For all who visit our churches and those who leave prayer requests 
27 For residents and staff in the Millings and Leeming Garth Care Homes 
28 Pray that will God guide you & and not let worldly values colour your decisions Rm 6:19-22 

29 For the faith and ministry of the St Peter and Paul and all they have left us to encourage us 
30 For any personal issues you are facing or suffering at this time 

June 2020 Prayer Diary 



 
July 2020 Prayer Diary 

1 For Michelle our Family Chaplain, and her work within the community 
2 For all the hospitals, the staff and volunteers who work there and the patients in their care, 

give thanks for their dedication, bravery and commitment at this trying time 
3 For the life of Thomas the Apostle who taught us that it is not wrong to doubt, but we must 

take those doubts to Christ himself for Him to strengthen and guide us. 
4 For the bellringers, sidespeople and welcomers at our services 

5 These have been trying times but Jesus tells us to take out burdens to him and whilst he 
does not promise the end of our labours, he will give us love, healing and peace  Mt 11:28-30 

6 For all who provide the refreshments after our services and on other occasions when we 
meet in fellowship 

7 Simon, Caroline and family and their ministry in this Benefice 

8 For new members to come into our church family and that they will be always welcomed 

9 For the Methodist and Catholic churches in our benefice 
10 For the congregation of Burrill Mission Church 
11 For all the families who come for baptisms and those who are involved in this ministry 
12 As you read the scriptures and pray ask the Holy Spirit to plant the words deep within your 

heart (Romans 8:1-11, Matt 13:18-23) 
13 For all who work in the emergency services, including those involved with the Air Ambulance 
14 For your own personal and private prayers and for the blessings you havereceived 
15 For all the retired clergy who help and assist within the benefice 

16 For the young persons who are leaving school at this time, those seeking employment and 
those hoping to go to university 

17 For the mission and ministry of our churches in their respective parishes and in the benefice 
18 For all who suffer from addiction in any way 
19 Through belief in Jesus and the Holy Spirit we become children of God, pray that you will live 

by God’s commandments and not by worldly values (Romans 8:12-25) 
20 For those who are suffering from mental health issues 

21 For the residents and staff of the Benkill and Bedale Grange Care Homes 

22 For all who volunteer to work in the local community and those who are helping with the 
added difficulties of the current situation 

23 For the residents of the street where you live 
24 For those people for whom you find it difficult to pray 
25 For St James the Apostle, his dedication to Jesus, the first of the disciples to die for his faith 
26 Our aim is to be Christ like, in doing this we discover our true selves and become more like 

the person we were created to be (Romans 8:28-32) 
27 For our ministry to children and young persons and our involvement in the local schools 
28 That we will become a praying benefice, both as individuals and in groups, and that we and 

our ministry will be strengthened through prayer 
29 For all who are lonely, especially whose families have been able to visit  during the recent 

event. Giving thanks for friends who have supported others. 
30 For residents in the Wycar area of Bedale 
31 For all who are unemployed and seeking work 



God of compassion, 
 be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 

In their loneliness, be their consolation;  
n their anxiety, be their hope; 

in their darkness, be their light;  
through him who suffered alone on the cross, 

"AS I PRAYED" I said, "God, I hurt."  And God said, I know." 

I said, "God, I cry a lot."  And God said, "That is why I gave you tears." 

I said, "God, I am so depressed."  

And God said, "That is why I gave you Sunshine." 

I said, "God, life is so hard."  

And God said, "That is why I gave you loved ones." 

I said, "God, my loved one died."  And God said, "So did mine." 

I said, "God, it is such a loss."  

And God said, I saw mine nailed to a cross." 

I said, "God, but your loved one lives."  And God said, "So does yours." 

I said, "God, where are they now?"   

And God said, "Mine is on My right  and yours is in the Light." 

I said, "God, I miss them."  And God said, I know.  

"But worry not,  for the second coming of MINE is close at hand. 

"AMEN" 



NEWS FROM  

LEEMING 

 
We are hoping that before long our church will be open again 
for people to use for private prayer and then hopefully to 
hold our morning services again. We await authorisation for 
the Bishop to do this. Thank God for small mercies as Simon 
is now allowed into the building. The first ‘broadcast’ service 
was on the morning of Ascension Day. 

Our patronal  festival will fall on Sunday 21st June. Whether 
or not St John’s Church is open there will be a special service 
on that Sunday. Keep an eye on the weekly bulletin for exact  
details nearer the time. 

Again, depending on restrictions we are provisionally        
booking a coffee morning for Saturday 15th August. 

Letters have been sent out to parishioners  appealing for help 
in financing the upkeep of the graveyard.  Included in the 
letter was a heartfelt thanks to those individuals who have 
helped in the past and are ongoing contributors to  the 
groundworks this year. 

     Elizabeth 



NEWS FROM THORNTON WATLASS 

Like in a lot of places there doesn’t appear to be a 
lot happening in Thornton Watlass, - but life goes 
on, even if it is not life as we are accustomed to.    
I think we have all come to appreciate how lucky we are living in such a 
beautiful village and lovely rural area. Most people are able to get out 
for a walk in the fresh air and there is plenty of room for social              
distancing. Nevertheless, we have certainly seen a big increase in the 
number of people walking or cycling through the village and on the    
country roads. We have seen very few who have not been following     
the “rules”. Since the beginning of the lockdown the Spring weather     
has been exceptional and during March and April the daffodils were a 
real picture. 
 

 

None of the village clubs and societies have met since the start of the 
lockdown and there has been no cricket on the green, although the  
wicket and outfield have been kept cut in readiness should it become 
possible to play. The Gardening Club had to cancel their summer outing 
and has already decided that they will not be holding their shows in    
July or September. 
 

The village celebrated the anniversary of VE Day with a socially distanced 
afternoon tea which was supplied by Vicki, the landlady at the Buck Inn; 
there was music on the green and villagers sat in their gardens for      
their teas. It was a great afternoon. The Buck Inn continues to provide 
take-away meals every day both at lunchtime and in the evenings,     
menus are on the Buck Inn website and they are happy to deliver within 
a five-mile radius of Thornton Watlass. (Phone 422461) 
 

Church has remained locked and with the exception of the service on 
Ascension Day and Evening Prayer on one occasion there have been no 
services. 
 

We marked the passing of Godfrey Weatherill in May, following a short 
illness. There was a small family funeral in the churchyard and over forty 
friends from the village and Cricket Club stood on the village green as the 
cortege made its way to the churchyard. Godfrey was a former player 



Where in the Benefice? 

Found behind the altar at St John’s Church, 
Leeming. The cross keys and papal crown            
of St Peter. 

Found on the font at Burrill Church. The font is 
decorated with a number of these shields, they 
were probable meant to be decorated. 

Found in the ‘Good Samaritan’ window in the 
south aisle of St Gregory’s Church, Bedale. The 
man who had been attacked  looks from the inn 
as the Samaritan departs on his way. 

Found in the side chapel in St Mary’s Church, 
Thornton Watlass. This unusual cross is in 
memory of  Marigold Walker. 

and was also well known for his skills as an umpire in the local leagues. 
He was brought up in the village and was churchwarden for a number 
of years. 
 

Recently we heard of the passing of Fred Newman who was also a  
regular attender when he lived in Bedale. He was one of the last      
surviving rear gunners of the Second World War. 
 

We continue to pray for Lawrence Jardin, who is being looked after in 
Greenwell House following his stroke earlier in the year, and Margaret 
Hartley. As I write Joyce Ward is in James Cook Hospital following a fall 
and we send her our love and best wishes. 
 

We look forward to the time when we can all meet together again, 
even if it is not quite how it used to be, but are thankful to Simon for 
providing us with the opportunity to worship together “virtually” for 
the time being. 
 

Peace to you all   -    Chris Carruthers 



Watlass in the Spring.    Below - VE DAY Celebrations 

Please remember prayer and worship continues daily at 8.30am and 
4.00pm by conference call—0333 0110 945, Room 6630749#, Code 9489# 

Sunday services 9.15am on Facetime and conference call.                     
10.45 Conference Call. Evensong at 6.30pm.   

 Thursday BCP Holly Communion at 10.00am 


