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Where in the Benefice? 

All our four worship centres 
are  represented here, but 
which picture belongs to which 
church and where can they be 
found? 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals. 
As you will note from the news, occasional offices 

can now take place again. If you are in conversation 
with families who are wanting a baptism, wedding 

or funeral, that service can now take place in church 
buildings with restricted numbers attending and 

with safety procedures in place. 
 

Ring the Rector or the Parish Office. 
 



The Rector Writes 
 

I hope this finds you safe, well and not too anxious 
within the situation caused by the Corona Virus. 
We have a lot to be thankful for, living in a beauti-
ful area with plenty of space around us and a caring 
community. 
 

All the churches in the Benefice are open daily for 
private prayer, with social distancing and sanitation 
rules in place for those who are safe or willing to do so. 
 

Our churches are also open for worship on a Sunday for those who 
can, might or wish to. The mantra is still to be sensible and safe. 
Facebook Live and Conference Calls will continue so as to be able to 
include those who can’t or are anxious about being out in such a 
public arena. 
 

Very soon I hope to resume dropping in on, rather than telephoning 
people; including those who are on the electoral roll or indeed any-
one who has requested or recommended a visit. 
 

******************* 
On a completely different tack or is it….? 
 

The problem with football is that it’s not just a Saturday afternoon 
do anymore. You knew where you were; Saturday, 3pm kick off; 
results after the wrestling on T.V.. Now on Saturday there is usually 
early kick offs and evening kick offs and matches delayed or      
transferred because of this, that or another tournament or cup          
priorities.  Indeed any and every night you can watch a match on 
some television channel, either live or recorded, from this or             
another football playing nation. Some people never watch any    
football, whilst others never miss a day without high lights, just        
the goals or result or even a whole match; how they have suffered 
through the lockdown! 
 

As Christian individuals do we manage to take our faith into the 
week days of our lives? Do we pray for others and situations       
regularly, as they arise or do we wait for our Sunday slot? Do we 



manage to read something from our bibles each and every day, through 
a reading scheme, via Bible Reading Notes or as appointed in the 
lectionary or do we just rely on what is used on a Sunday morning?  
Do we think about our faith and is study something we have time for or 
is that left to the Vicar to do as briefly as possible during worship? 
 

I have been encouraged by people linking into the conference call 
morning prayer and evensong Monday to Saturday. I have always been 
fortunate in my twenty eight years of ordained ministry of having   
companions to pray alongside and this form of gathering for prayer has 
mitigated the isolation of Covid lockdown. 
 

So, may I encourage you to take home the weekly bulletin if you are in 
church (remember sheets you handle are a ‘risk’ to anyone who might 
pick them up later) or indeed download one from the website. On the 
bulletin you will find people and events to pray for during the week, as 
well as the weekly ‘Collect’ or gathering prayer. The readings set for a 
specific Sunday are also printed. So if you manage to make       a football 
match you may be able to relive the moment during the    week by 
looking at the bulletin or watching the recording of the service on Face-
book – the Benefice of Bedale page. If present in church or watching on 
a computer you may even remember what the preacher spoke about if 
you were to re-read the bulletin. 
 

Also have you noticed that  football fanatics talk about a particular 
game or goal with great reverence, reliving a particular moment for 
those not present at the ground or in front of the TV? If you are not  
going to be in church, you could even ask someone to save you a copy; 
or if you come to church with someone who won’t be there this week, 
take them a copy; or indeed you know someone who  doesn’t come to 
church share the service with them by offering to take them one each 
week. The latter would be good for members too infirm to make 
church. 
A broad and healthy church community starts with prayer and study 
and that begins in the simplest of ways 
 

Indeed, wherever you find yourself this month, look for signs of God’s 
kingdom. If you have time to spare visit somewhere that you can find 



God’s presence and stay a moment and chat to him. Outside or in 
some church building, on holidays or in your own parish take a mo-
ment to sit in the churchyard or in a pew inside a church. In the quiet 
warmth of August/September take some time and simply speak to God 
of your concerns and joys. 
 

   Stay safe: 



In it to win it 
The upland area (10) 
1 For the Readers, Sandra, and Steve, the Lay Worship Leaders, Chris, Linda, and Mike and 

Michelle our family worker 
2 No matter how small our gift may be, when it is given in faith Jesus can work wonders 

with it (Matt.14:13-21) 
3 For all who have lost relatives and friends in the previous months and have not been able 

to be with them at the time of their passing. 

4 For all who are going on holiday this month. 

5 For the doctors, home helps and the Herriot & McMillan Hospices and for Marie Curie  
6 The disciples saw the transfiguration of Christ on the mountain, pray that we will recog-

nise his glory in the world today 
7 For all who act as servers, intercessors and read the lessons at the services. 

8 For Simon, Caroline and their family and for their ministry in this benefice 
9 Our salvation comes not from deeds but from our confession the ‘Jesus Christ is Lord’. 

(Romans 10:5-15) 
10 For all Mothers union members and officials, locally, regionally and nationally 
11 For new members to come into our church family , that they will be continually welcomed 
12 The congregations of the services at St Gregory’s. 
13 For all local study and prayer groups 
14 For all who provide and maintain our utility services. 

15 For all serving members of the armed services, especially those deployed at RAF Leeming 
16 Give thanks that Christ came to save all people and that means each one of us 

(Matt 15:21-28) 
17 For the mission & ministry of our churches in their respective parishes and in the benefice 

18 For all who come to the churches to be married and for those who minister to them. 
19 For the residents of the street where you live 
20 For the residents and staff of Greendale Court and Greenwell House 
21 For all who are homeless and for those who administer the Food Banks 
22 For all PCC members in the Benefice 
23 We are each given different gifts to build up the body of Christ, his church, in the world 

and especially here in this benefice, pray that we can work in unity as a benefice and grow 
Christ’s church as he wishes us to do (Romans 12:1-8) 

24 For all who help to provide the meals on wheels service. 

25 For the tourists who visit the area and for those who just pass through 
26 Give thanks for all the blessings and good which have come from the past difficult months 
27 For the future, that through these times the greatness and goodness of God will be recog-

nised all the more 
28 For the residents of Burrill Road and the ’Tree estate’ in Bedale. 
29 For all the treasurers, secretaries and other officers of the various PCC’s. 
30 We who have experienced God’s grace must be willing to show and share that grace wth 

and to others (Romans 12:9-21) 
31 For your own family and friends. 

August 2020 Prayer Diary 



September 2020 Prayer Diary 
1 For the world as the nations seek to overcome the threat and problems that have been 

brought about by the Corona virus and that an antidote vaccine can be found 
2 For Simon and Caroline and their ministry in this Benefice 

3 For St Gregory the Great, for his vision and instigation of a mission to this country. 
4 For the all the staff and pupils at the schools as they return to school or are starting school 

for the first time and for the difficulties they face at this time. 
5 For new members to come into our church family and that they will be continually welcomed 
6 In this time of civil unrest regarding colour and creed, pray for the nations to remember 

Christ’s commandment to love one another (Romans 13:8-14) 
7 For Bishop Nick and all the Bishops in this Diocese and especially Helen-Ann Bishop of Ripon,  
8 For the congregation of Leeming St. John’s  for the new Archbishop of York Stephen Cottrell 
9 For the residents on Firby Road and the surrounding area 
10 For the Church Wardens of all the churches and give thanks for their commitment to the 

work and responsibilities involved. 
11 For the Health Centres and those involved in private practice who provide individual health 

care and those who provide veterinary care. 

12 For all involved in Local Government, Town, Parish Councils and Forums and councillors. 
13 When we are sinned against we should not harbour hatred or seek revenge but seek to for-

give, this may be difficult at times pray for Christ’s help in seeking to forgive (Matt:18:21-35) 

14 Today is Holy Cross day, give thanks for Christ that he was obedient to death on the cross for 
the sake of each one of us and for his creation 

15 For the Methodist and Catholic Churches in our benefice and that we can all work together 
for the furtherance of God’s grace and presence here. 

16 For all who help in the maintenance of the church buildings and those prepare for services 
17 For those you find it difficult to pray for 
18 For the mission and ministry of our churches in their respective parishes and in the benefice 
19 For the work and ministry of Michelle with the families and children in the benefice. 
20 We should be grateful for God’s grace and generosity in giving all who turn to him the prom-

ise of eternal life, for not one of us deserves it! (Matt:20:1-16) 

21 Give thanks for the life of Matthew the Apostle and Evangelist, for his faithfulness and the 
gift of his gospel for us. 

22 For all the house bound and the lonely. 
23 For those who are carers of relatives in their own homes. 
24 For the residents and staff of the Millings, Leeming Garth and Leeming Bar Lodge 
25 As we approach the harvest festivals, give thanks for all that God has provided and that you 

have received in your life. 

26 For all who work and use the Leeming Bar industrial estate. 
27 Pray that you can be like minded with Christ, willing to give up glory and power and praise 

and be humble and obedient to God (Philippians 2:1-13) 
28 For all involved in the local tourist industry and the volunteers at the information centre. 
29 For the residents of the street where you live 
30 For the mental health of people as they try to recover from the lockdown situation 



Who’s Who Around the Benefice 

Rector  
Rev’d Canon Simon Moor samoor@bedale.church  01677 988175 
 

Clergy 
Rev’d Robin Brown robin.stel1@btinternet.com 01677 425483 
Rev’d Philip Carrington   philipjcarrington@gmail.com   01677 425077 
Rev’d Canon Adrian Gatrill adrian.gatrill@gmail.com   07920 837256 
Rev’d Simon Gurd simongurd@btinternet.com 01677 427440 
Rev’d Andrew Woodhouse revandrew80@outlook.com 01677 424054 
 

Readers  
Michelle Dearlove michelle@bedale.Church  07483 296927  
Sandra Lowe  lowe219@btinternet.com 01677 425087  
Steve Madsen  snmadsen@outlook.com 01677 988178 
 

Family Chaplain 
Michelle Dearlove michelle@bedale.Church 07483 296927 
    

Parish Administrator  
Jan Carnell    admin@bedale.Church  01677 425985 

Chantry Hall Lets 
Margaret Witty       01677 422582 
 

Bulletin and Magazine       Via the Rector or Parish Administrator  
 

St Gregory, Bedale  
Church Wardens  
Phillip Witty        fastphillipwitty@btinternet.com    07891 537082 
Malcolm Rowland   personaltouches@btconnect.com  01677 423281 
 

Treasurer 
Paul Carnell  treasurer@bedale.Church 01677 422503 
 

PCC Secretary  
Jan Carnell  pccsecretary@bedale.Church  01677 422503 
 

Organist 
Richard Boyton  rickdomino47@aol.com 01677 425800 
  

Bell Ringers 
Rev Robin Brown robin.stel1@btinternet.com 01677 425483 
 

Electoral Roll Officer  
Andy Winkle  andyjwinkle@gmail.com 01677 424306 



Mission Church, Burrill  
 

Church Warden  
Chris Griffiths mail@chrisandmargie.plus.com 01677 422632 

 

Treasurers  
Keith Johnson johnsonkeith@hotmail.co.uk    01765 689305 
Angela Gill jd.gill@btinternet.com  07850 922035  
 

PCC Secretaries 
Elaine Averis elaineaveris@gmail.com 01677 424300   
Margaret Griffiths mail@chrisandmargie.plus.com  01677 422632 
  
 

St Mary the Virgin, Thornton Watlass  
 

Church Warden  
Christopher Carruthers   cjcskiwatlass@aol.com    01677 423519 
  

Treasurer  
Rick Dunn     rickdunn16@hotmail.com  01677 426835  
  

PCC Secretary  
Margaret Mortimer     margaret.mortimer@virgin.net  01677 424163  
 

Organist  
Christine Carruthers   cjcskiwatlass@aol.com     01677 423519 
 

Electoral Roll Officer 
Anne Jardin      01677 422317   
 
 

St John the Baptist, Leeming  
 

Church Warden 
Elizabeth Pratt dandepratt@hotmail.com  01677 427117 

 

Treasurer and PCC Secretary  
Diane Crisp mail@thecrisps.plus.com  01677 426049  
 

Organist  
Joan Lyon  chrislyon_52@hotmail.co.uk  01677 425168  

 
Electoral Roll Officer  
Joyce Barker       01609 774108   



A VERY ECUMENICAL JOURNEY 
I’ve sometimes wondered when I’m preaching if 
my congregation are asking, “Where on earth is 
he coming from?”  Well, I’ll tell you anyway. 
 

I was born pre-War in a small village on the 
edge of the Lincolnshire Fens. My father’s fami-
ly were Baptists, who had moved from Boston 
and joined the Wesleyan Methodists. In his late 
teens, my father was baptized and confirmed in 
the Church of England, a move largely inspired by the girl chorister who 
became my mother. I was the middle child of three, but given my fa-
ther’s background none of us was baptized. However, from being a 
babe in arms I was taken to church every Sunday, and from about four 
or five also went to the Wesleyan chapel with two of my aunts. 
 
 

Our parish Church was already in a benefice of two, with an Old Rectory 
but no resident rector; solid Matins and Evensong and Communion 
once a month at 8.00am.  My parents sang in the choir but were rare 
communicants.  From about the age of seven, I sang in the choir 
(honest!) and thruppence a service plus practice was good value.      
Afternoon was Sunday School and late afternoon Methodist worship, so 
I was often in church four times a day.  The Methodist minister’s visits 
were a big deal, because he took tea with the aunts. 
 

Until the 1950s the village, with just 600 inhabitants, supported four 
Churches, including a Bourne Clowes (Primitive) Methodist and a        
Salvation Army citadel.   I could never understand why so many people 
stuck only to their own place (especially Church avoiding Chapel) and 
once free to do so I attended worship in all four, as opportunities arose, 
so it wasn’t surprising that years later as an adult I would say, “Show 
me where they’re worshipping Jesus and I will join them”.  There was 
some support among Churches at Harvest services and especially at 
Chapel Sunday School Anniversaries, which for Wesleyans and          
Primitives were followed by an afternoon off school to tour the village 
in an open farm cart, to sing and to recite their Anniversary offerings.   
 



At that time almost every child in the village went to a Sunday School. 
Before I was ten, I was a regular at the Methodist midweek Guild, and by 
my mid teens was taking my turn in leading the service.  When the 
Church of England Sunday School was closed, I was recruited to help 
with the Wesleyan children. 
 

Sadly, around that time the Primitive Methodists and the Salvation Army 
had closed. Every Wesleyan Church in the circuit had an annual Guild 
Rally and a well filled coach would be hired to take members of the      
other circuit Churches to each one.  One got to know a lot of people, and 
it said much for fellowship that I could be riding my bike through a      
village miles away and be greeted in the street by “Hello, Robin!” 
Just before my eleventh birthday I became a bell ringer, and I think that 
kept me in the Church of England.   
 

I was eighteen, busy feeding my father’s pigs, when Mr. Wallace, the 
Methodist minister, appeared, saying they’d lost their preacher for  
Wilsford on Sunday evening and would I stand in.  I can hear now my 
instant reply: “I will if you want a heathen taking your service!”  Well, he 
convinced me that my lack of baptism didn’t make me a heathen and I 
duly obliged. And I felt the very first stirring of  “Is this what I’m called to 
be doing?”  If I’d believed in signs I might have been quicker to respond.  
It was a hot July evening, dark with storm clouds overhead.  My first 
public sermon: I preached on Genesis One; and as I said “Let there be 
light!” there was a flash, a roar of thunder, and the little chapel was 
plunged into darkness! 
 

Among many vivid memories from early services, two have stood out.  
Before I was ten, the Wesleyan chapel had a complete refurbishment.  
At the re-opening, I sat in awe, looking at the painted scroll behind the 
preacher: the only relief in four blank yellow walls, it read “God is love”.  
I could not take my eyes off it: so simple, yet it was wonderful, and those 
three words have been the absolute bedrock of my faith ever since.  A 
Local Preacher, a baker who had been a fellow apprentice with my fa-
ther, began his sermon by saying, “Simply by walking through the street 
and coming into this building, you have been a witness”. 
 



Moving to Leeds University at the age of 19, I was well primed and eager 
to expand my religious horizons.  I went briefly to Evensong at the local 
parish church – it was good, but they had no bells.  I rang at three     
different churches on a Sunday morning and in the evening at Leeds   
Parish Church, where I attended Evensong and had my first experience 
of cathedral-style worship – so different from our village Church and 
Chapels. Later, when we had formed a bell ringing society at the         
University and rang at St. Matthias, Burley, I had my first encounter with 
a real Evangelical, dear old Arthur Dietz, who would lean out from the 
pulpit and, with a broad sweep of his arm, thunder, “I mean you!” 
 
 

Into my second year, and enter a young lady whom I taught to ring.  Her 
name was Stella, and the rest, as they say, is history.  My Evensong 
attendance and ringing moved to St. Chad’s, Far Headingley.  Stella was 
a confirmed Anglican, but her mother was a Quaker and Stella had been 
an Attender.  She introduced me to a Friends’ Meeting, and my horizon 
expanded: as a garrulous young man who seldom kept his mouth shut 
(what’s changed?) I couldn’t believe how soon that quiet hour had 
passed without my speaking.  At Salvation Army services, I had been    
too young to appreciate the extra perspective of a non-sacramental   
denomination.  We didn’t pursue it, but I am sure that if I had not been 
summoned by Anglican bells and lured by Methodist hymns I could    
happily have become a Friend. 
 
 

Eventually, I became the teacher I had always intended to be, though I 
couldn’t stand the thought of an extra year’s study for teacher training 
and briefly had visions of being a long-distance lorry driver or a steeple-
jack.  My luck, however, was firmly in. To stay near Stella, I applied for a 
job in Leeds and was interviewed by the headmaster, a Roman Catholic, 
who told me that the next year he would become Head of the local 
teacher training college!  I must have said something right, because he 
gave me the job anyway and I became a qualified teacher by doing a full 
year’s teaching.  No better way, I thought then, and still do. 
 
  (continued in the next edition) 
 



Worship at Church in the Benefice of Bedale 
From early in July we were again able to meet in church for 
worship. Measures had been in place over the last few weeks 
as our buildings opened for private prayer and these measures 
are still in place if you enter church on Sunday. The sanitising  
of hands and the space you occupy is our starting point. We    
will also have a shepherding system for entry and exiting of   
our churches to keep social distancing in place. 

However please be sensible and continue to use Facebook or 
Conference Call for worship if: 

You have been told you must shield.  
You feel vulnerable in coming to church. 

You have symptoms of the virus. 
 

The invitation is open to come to worship, there is no             
compulsion to do so.  Stay safe & wise in these strangest        
of times. We will be following the pattern of the lockdown        
for our services in the next few months.  

Week 1 
2 Aug, 6 Sept 

St Gregory’s 
Bedale 

St John’s 
Leeming 

St Mary’s 
Thornton Watlass 

Week 2 
 9 Aug, 13 Sept 

St Gregory’s 
Bedale 

St Mary’s 
Thornton Watlass 

St Gregory’s 
Bedale 

Week 3 
16 Aug, 20 Sept 

St Gregory’s 
Bedale 

St Mary’s 
Thornton Watlass 

St John’s 
Leeming 

Week 4 
23 Aug, 27 Sept 

St Gregory’s 
Bedale 

Burrill 
Church 

St Mary’s 
Thornton Watlass 

 9.15am—HC 
 Facebook and 
Conference Call 

10.45—HC 
Conference Call 

18.30—Evensong 
Conference Call 

Service Times and Venues. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If restrictions are lifted notice will be given by the weekly Bulletin. 



 It’s All a Bit of a Mystery  
 
I enjoy humour and comical repartee. 
But deep down 
inside of me are some nagging 
thoughts and unanswered questions I 
wish I could answer. 
 
 

I am an Anglican priest and I believe 
in the power to heal and restore. I have had my deep be-
lief in the power to heal proven. I have been at the bed-
side of a desperate soul who was very ill and was dying. It 
effected me greatly and I called upon the Holy Spirit to 
help and restore. I prayed earnestly and commanded that 
healing would take place. I surprised myself when shortly 
afterwards, I saw the person   up and well and enjoying a 
glass of wine. I was so surprised I rang my sister who ran 
a home for healing and she just said, 
 
 

”Well what did you expect when you called upon the  
Holy Spirit?”   
 
 

But there are aspects in my basic knowledge of Christian 
belief for which I have no answers. For instance, some 
time ago a friend approached me and said, 
 
 

 “My brother lived a good life and was always helping 
 others ,but he died last week aged only forty, in dreadful 
pain and distress ,he suffered beyond belief”. 
 
 

 He came close to my face and glared into my eyes and  
cried out, 
 
 

”Why, why, did he suffer? He was such a good man? You 
are a Priest tell me why. If God is a loving  God. Tell me, 
tell me” ! 
 
 

 I could not tell him as I did not know the answer. 
 

Sometimes it is just as valid an educational statement to 
admit, I do not know. Of course I did not let him go at that 
but explained why I did not know the answer. 
 



When I was training for ministry I wrote a great long 
and detailed account on suffering as presented in the 
book of Job. Although this was appreciated by the lec-
turer and earned a good grade, neither of us came to a 
conclusion that answered the question, “Why”?  
 

I wish sometimes I knew all the answers to such deep 
incomprehensible questions but it is not to be. We can of 
course have a look at what Jesus had to say as well as 
all thecharacters recorded in the Bible. They all lived, 
but they do not answer all of our very deep thoughts 
about our Christian faith. 
 
 I said to my doctor when I was feeling a bit sad after 
the untimely death of my wife, 
 
 ”I wish I could open the door to heaven just a little 
bit ,to see if she is all right”  
 
We both knew we could not. But he was as curious as I 
and told me he holidayed in Ireland and there was a 
special rock  he found and often sat upon it to ponder 
these mysteries.  
 

So, we know Jesus lived and Mary and Paul and all the 
characters in the Bible, but GOD, is one person  for 
whom we shall have to wait to meet and see. One day 
perhaps we may find out what He looks like and who he 
is. For now it is a mystery I wish I could answer. 
 
I like the story of the little boy who loved painting and 
one day painted a face in the painting session, at school. 
The teacher asked him who it was. He just said,  
 
“It is God”. 
 
“But”, said his teacher, “no one has ever seen God”.  
 

“They have now”, was his reply. 
  

 Perhaps.......For now we see in a mirror darkly but then 
one day we shall see face to face. 



 Moving On Up 
 

It has been an uncertain and anxious time for all of 
us over the past few months but in many ways, 
more so for the pupils of our local schools and es-
pecially the pupils in year 6 who make the transi-
tion from Primary to Secondary School this year. 
Simon and I have been keeping in touch with them 

all in various forms and accessing a lot of the resources available online 
to help us and share with them. 
 

I attended some online training offered by the Scripture Union which 
has a short interactive video presentation to help pupils and encourage 
them to talk about how they are feeling about moving up. 
 

On Friday 10th July I spent an enjoyable day with the Year 6 Pupils at 
Aiskew Leeming Bar Primary School. We talked about what to expect, 
had a tie tying contest, listened to the story of Jesus and the Storm and 
how he remained calm and reassured others in a time of trouble and 
the pupils were presented with a SU guide on moving to Secondary 
school. In past years, the Students have had an end of year assembly 
but sadly due to restrictions in place this was not possible this year. 
 

At the end of the SU presentation as would happen at this assembly, 
the Pupils received and were presented with a Bible with bookplate 
from the Church and a prayer said for them all which was recorded for 
inclusion in the online end of term farewell.  
 

 The pupils all asked me to say a big Thank you to everyone and for our 
continued prayers and support. 
 

We would like to wish all the pupils in our Benefice Schools all good 
wishes for September and Good Luck to all those moving on up to Sec-
ondary.  

   Michelle— Families Chaplain   



Up Hill ‘n Down Dale 
 

The following are clues to Yorkshire place names 
(Cities, towns, villages, places, or rivers). Please 
note answers /clues may be phonetic form and 
not direct spellings.  When you have worked them 

out, the initial letters when read in order, will spell out a seasonal 
phrase. Pop your answer on a post card with your name and contact 
details and drop off at either the Parish Office, the post box in             
St Gregory’s or email it to michelle@bedale.church. 
 

All correct entries will be put into a draw and 3 lucky winners will be 
drawn out at random and win either a pair of headphones or ear-
phones. 

Closing date is 7th September 
GOOD LUCK EVERYBODY 

 
1. Pour oil on the argument or shake on a deal (6) 
 

2. River from days long gone.  
 Could derive from the Celtic river name ISURA (3) 
 

3. Church service at Midnight on Christmas Eve 
  attended by bad actors (6) 
 

4. Show respect at a funeral alongside others (6) 
 

5. Rain protector without ‘burnt’ iron oxide pigment 
  but add 1000 kilograms (8) 
 

6, _ _ _ VAN WINLKE who is not off (5) 
 

7. Parched or want after knowledge.  
 But in the end T is replaced by K (6) 
 

8. Not feeling well or ailing metric measure (5) 
 

9 Children’s game ‘piggy’ has a ‘cured’ position (9) 
 

10. Pressure is getting better for the open rolling upland area (10) 



Prayer  
and Praise Services 
 

As the world was experiencing the onset of the COVID-19   
pandemic, twenty-five prominent pastors and ministry leaders 
from different denominations, networks, and nations gathered 
on March 19, 2020, for a historic phone call. In the course of the 
conversation, it became clear they all shared one heart--to 
unite and activate the worldwide Body of Christ to pray for 
both the eradication of this virus and spiritual awakening across 
the world. Using 2 Chronicles 7:14 as their guide (If my people 
who are called by my name will humble themselves, and pray 
and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will 
hear from heaven, and forgive their sin and heal their land), 
UNITE714 was born.  The call from God was simply to unite the 
global Church by engaging churches and individuals around 
the world in prayer at 7:14 every morning and evening.      
Archbishop Justin Welby joined this global prayer movement. 
 

Quite separately, a member of our congregation at St Gregory’s 
was also moved by this same verse of scripture and contacted 
Simon to ask if we as a church could respond in some way.  Our 
new monthly Prayer & Praise service is the result of this call.   
At the heart of every service are readings from the bible and 
intercessory prayers.  These are the foundations of any service.  
But it is more informal in nature with no set liturgy and the  
music is more contemporary, whilst still incorporating some of 
our cherished hymns.   
 

Thus far the response to this service, which is broadcast live on 
Facebook, has been very positive with substantial numbers of 



people watching it.  We hope that this will be part of the spiritu-
al awakening which is at the heart of Unite714 and which we 
have seen in our area and in this whole country during this pan-
demic.  We pray that God will be using it to sow seeds which 
will grow and bear fruit, particularly when it can also take place 
in the church.   
 
For those who are not on Facebook, but who are able to access 
the church website, all of our services can be watched by     
clicking on the links that can be found on the Services page.  
We would love to hear your thoughts and feedback as well as 
any suggestions for future themes. 

AUTUMN  
MIST 

 
 

As the rain hides the stars, 
As the autumn mist hides the hills, 
Happenings of my lot hide the shining of thy face from me. 
Yet, if I may hold thy hand in the darkness, it is enough; 
since I know that, though I may stumble in my going, 
Thou dost not fall. 
 

      (Alistair Maclean) 



An eight-session course helping you explore the world's bestseller. 

The Bible is a big and complicated book to read and for many it can 
be difficult to know where to start. Maybe you’ve been part of 
a Bible study group and want to build your confidence so you 
can study the Bible on your own, or maybe you need help connecting 
together the bits you’ve been reading. The Bible Course is a great 
resource, whether you are familiar with the Bible or just starting out. 

The Bible Course helps you see how the books of the Bible are part 
of one big story. 

Using a unique storyline, The Bible Course will show you how key 
events, books and characters fit together. 

The video teaching, course guide and daily readings will help you 
grow in confidence as you read the Bible for yourself. 
 

Samples of the material can be found on the Bible Society website. 

 

 

Beginning in the Autumn I am looking for participants in    
using this Bible Society Resource. We may meet together in 
a group or on a video and/or conference call depending on 
your technology. There are videos to watch and some        
accompanying booklets. 

Please speak to the Rector if you are interested in trying out 
this short study programme. (See the description below) 



"NEWS FROM  
LEEMING 

Looking back over June and July we were 
pleased that a "listening" congregation 
of 16 joined in for our Patronal Festival 
Evensong on the 21st June. 
 

Once again we were very grateful for a good response to our church-
yard appeal. Anyone still wishing to contribute can contact the church 
warden or treasurer—details in this  magazine. 
 

The end of the summer term at Leeming and Londonderry School saw 
6 pupils leaving to head for Bedale High in September. As is customary 
they were presented with Bibles from St. John's. After almost 20 years 
at school serving both as teacher and head, Mrs Sykes will be retiring at 
Christmas. As part of the community for so long she will be greatly 
missed. 
 

As the advice on gatherings remain in place, the August coffee morning 
has been cancelled. But, for the moment on the first Sunday in the 
month the morning service conference call at 1045 will be from our 
church, whilst on the third Sunday there will be an Evensong confer-
ence call at 1830 also from  St. John's . 
 

We look forward to the time when we will be able to meet together 
again in “person" rather than via "the ether". 
 
 
 

 CORONA VIRUS PRAYER 
 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy 
in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 



NEWS FROM THORNTON WATLASS 

This morning as I went up to church to open up I 
was reminded that it was time to send something 
for Bedale and Beyond. Well there is not much to 
say since last time but life goes on and we are still here, even if life is 
different from what it used to be like. It has been reassuring to take part 
in services on Facebook but even more so to be part of the services on 
the telephone, it is so good to hear other people’s voices. It reminds us 
that we can still be part of the worshipping community, even if it from 
our own homes, in the garden, car, or alone in church. As you are now 
aware we are able to meet together in church and it has been good to 
meet with the, as yet, small numbers who have started to return for cor-
porate worship. Please do come along to one of the services, if you feel 
able, I am sure you will feel the benefit of meeting with others. It is as 
safe as we can make it and there is plenty of room to social distance. 
 

Not much is happening in the village as most clubs and societies do not 
think it is right to encourage people to meet together inside yet. Howev-
er, cricket has resumed on the village green on some Wednesday eve-
nings and some Saturday afternoons. There are games on 25th & 29th 
July, 8th, 12th, 19th & 22nd August. Spectators most welcome at a dis-
tance! The Buck Inn is now open again every day for both food and liquid 
refreshment and is still providing take away meals should you wish.  
      (Tel. 01677422461) 
 

You will be pleased to know that Joyce Ward is on the mend after her fall 
and spell in hospital and is very appreciative of the good will messages 
and calls she has received. We were saddened to hear of the passing of 
Pauline Wood who had been a very active member of the gardening 
club. She will be a much missed secretary and trip organiser. We contin-
ue to pray for Lawrence Jardin, Margaret and Chris Hartley. 
 

The picture shows the church as it is at the moment, it is open every day 
for private prayer and hopefully soon, as more people feel able to join us 
on Sundays it will not be as empty as it has been recently. 
    

        Chris Carruthers 



St. Mary’s Church, Thornton Watlass—an open view. 

Where in the Benefice? 

The outer door at St John’s Church, Leeming. 
The lock and large key are still used. 

One of two stops that is beneath the key board  
at Burrill Church. Take a look next time you     
enter the church. 

Found in the window behind the high altar of  Bedale 
Church,. The pelican is a recognised symbol of the 
resurrection - the mother feeding her children from 
her own body - so linked to the sacrifice of Jesus. 

Found in the pulpit  in St Mary’s Church, 
Thornton Watlass. I am open to suggestions, but 
it looks like a coat of arms. 



 OUR CHURCHES 

Open, with Care.   


