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2020 AGENDA 

 

Worship / Opening Prayers 

 

Business of the Parishioners Mee!ng 

 

  Apologies for absence 

  Approval of the minutes of the Business of the Parishioners Mee!ng 2019 

  Ma"ers arising 

  Elec!on of Church Wardens 

 

 

 

Business of the Church Mee!ng 

 

Approval of the minutes of the Business of the Church Mee!ng 2019   

Ma"ers arising 

Electoral Roll Report  

Annual Report of the PCC  

Annual report of the Financial Affairs of the Parish  

Appointment of Independent Examiner                    

Fabric Report       

Wensley Deanery Synod Report 

Elec!on of Deanery Synod Representa!ves 

Safeguarding Report                         

Rector’s Report        

Elec!on of the PCC 

Any Other Business 

 

 

 

Closing Worship / prayers 

 

 

Followed by procedural mee!ng to elect Lay Vice Chair of PCC and to 

appoint Treasurer, PCC Secretary and sidespersons  



Annual Parochial Church Mee!ng 

Minutes of the mee!ng of 8
th

 April 2019 held in The Chantry Hall 

 

Present:  Reverend Canon Penny Yeadon (Chair), Mal Rowland (Lay Vice-Chair) Janice 

Carnell (Secretary) and 38 Parishioners 

  

Business of the Parishioners Mee!ng 

 

The Lay-Vice Chair welcomed everyone and introduced the Area Dean for Wensley 

Reverend Canon Penny Yeadon who was Chairing the mee!ng. 

 

Lay Worship Leader Linda Collingwood opened the mee!ng with a reading and prayers. 

Apologies: Linda Carrington, Jill Mosley, Chris!ne Isbister, Rick Dunn, those on Andrew’s 

Adventure, Simon Reynolds, Richard Boyton, Sandra Lowe 

 

Minutes of the Parishioners Mee!ng 2018:  Linda Collingwood proposed, and Andy 

Winkle seconded that as there were no comments or correc!ons that the Chair may sign 

them as a correct record of the mee!ng.  All agreed. 

 

Ma"ers Arising:  None 

 

Elec!on of Churchwardens 2018:  The Chair thanked the Churchwardens for all of their 

hard work during this Interregnum year. 

 

This year two nomina!ons for Churchwardens have been received and so as there were no 

other nomina!ons Mal Rowland and Phillip Wi"y were duly elected to the role of 

Churchwardens for the coming year. 

 

Malcolm Gordon Rowland nominated, proposed by Steve Madsen, seconded by Ann 

Madsen 

 

Phillip Wi"y nominated, proposed by Sue Inglis, seconded by Jill Mosley 

 

Mal wished to personally thank outgoing Churchwarden George Bushby for his work for 

the church over many years both as a Churchwarden and behind the scenes and presented 

him with a £50 Braithwaite’s Garden Centre voucher.  George was given a round of 

applause. 

 

This concluded the business of the Parishioners Mee!ng and the Chair called the mee!ng 

to a close. 

 

 

 

 

 



Annual Parochial Church Mee!ng 

Minutes of the mee!ng of 8
th

 April 2019 held in The Chantry Hall 

 

Present:  Reverend Canon Penny Yeadon (Chair), Mal Rowland (Lay Vice-Chair), Janice 

Carnell (Secretary) and 38 Parishioners 

 

Business of the Church Mee!ng 

 

Apologies: Linda Carrington, Jill Mosley, Chris!ne Isbister, Rick Dunn, those on Andrew’s 

Adventure, Simon Reynolds, Richard Boyton, Sandra Lowe 

 

Minutes of the Business of the Church Mee!ng 2018: Steve Madsen proposed, and Mike 

Lowe seconded that as there were no comments or correc!ons that the Chairman may 

sign them as a correct record of the mee!ng.  All agreed. 

 

Ma"ers Arising:  It was pointed out that Hazel Pickard’s name had been omi"ed from the 

list of sidespeople in the 2018 minutes and she wanted to ensure that her name be 

included this year. 

 

Reverend Robin Brown queried the first paragraph of the 2018 minutes which stated that 

during this mee!ng only people on the electoral roll are en!tled to vote and that re!red 

clergy and the Curate are not.  It is his understanding that the re!red clergy and Curate are 

indeed able to vote. 

 

The Chair suggested that the Diocese Office be contacted for clarifica!on because of the 

differing interpreta!ons there would seem to be surrounding this point and the result be 

reported at the next PCC mee!ng.   

 

Electoral Roll Report: At the end of last year there were 128 names on the Electoral Roll. 

An en!rely new roll has been created this year with the number of names on the roll 

having fallen to 93.  Wanda Reynolds proposed, and Dave Collingwood seconded that the 

newly revised roll be received. All agreed. 

 

The Chair thanked Andy Winkle for all her work on the Electoral Roll especially as this year 

involved much more than the usual annual revision. 

 

Annual Report and Financial Statement 2019: The Annual Report and Financial Statement 

2019 had been approved by the PCC at the mee!ng on 27
th

 February 2019. 

 

Roger Horrell commented that he was very unhappy that copies had not been available to 

parishioners un!l the mee!ng, so he had not had the opportunity to study it in any detail.  

He wished to see the report made available before the APCM mee!ng in future. 

 

According to the Church Representa!on Rules however, we are not obliged to provide 

copies of the document before the mee!ng.  The report must be displayed for 7 days prior 



to the mee!ng to give people the opportunity to have sight of them. The PCC will be asked 

to consider making copies available in future. 

 

The Chair thanked the Treasurer for his work on the annual accounts. 

 

Appointment of the Independent Examiner:  Dave Collingwood proposed, and Steve 

Madsen seconded that the APCM approved the recommenda!on of the PCC that the 

Barker Partnership be appointed as Independent Examiners for the 2019 financial 

accounts.  All agreed. 

 

The Chair thanked Alf Chatham for his many years’ service as our Independent Examiner. A 

formal le"er of thanks will be sent to Alf. 

 

Wensley Deanery Synod Report: The Chair thanked Linda Collingwood for pu&ng the 

report together.  There were no comments or ques!ons. 

 

APCM Resolu!on to make Readers Licensed to the parish ex-officio: Mike Lowe proposed, 

and Ann Madsen seconded that the APCM resolve that Licensed Readers to the parish 

become ex-officio members of the PCC with effect from this APCM. 

 

Following a query from Roger Horrell regarding the ex-officio members to elected 

members ra!o on the PCC it was explained that only our Licensed Readers could sit as ex-

officio on the PCC.  Readers over 70 who have Permission to Officiate status have to be 

elected to the PCC and are not eligible for an ex-officio posi!on on the PCC.  Therefore, 

Michelle Dearlove will sit on PCC as our Licensed Reader. 

 

Resolu!on for the elec!on of Burrill Representa!ves to the PCC: Margaret Wi"y 

proposed and Georgiana Kew seconded that the APCM resolve that there will be one 

nominated member from Burrill Mission Church congrega!on on the PCC.  If other 

members of the congrega!on wish to stand, they are eligible to do so.  Chris Griffiths will 

be the Burrill elected member for the coming year.  All agreed. 

 

Elec!on of the PCC: Because the number of names on the Electoral Roll for this year has 

reduced to 93 there are now only 9 elected places for laity. This means that for this coming 

year there is only one available place for 3 years un!l 2022. 

 

There has only been 1 nomina!on received from Steve Madsen and so he was duly elected 

to the PCC for the coming 3 years. 

 

Stephen Madsen nominated, proposed by Ann Madsen, seconded by Michelle Dearlove. 

 

As a result of the Electoral Roll dropping below a hundred the number of eligible 

representa!ves for Deanery Synod reduces to two.  Dave Collingwood offered to resign his 

place on Deanery Synod as he retains ex-officio status as Diocesan Synod Representa!ve 

(once he has stood down as an elected member next year, having completed 6 years). 



Linda Collingwood and Mike Lowe are happy to con!nue as our two representa!ves. 

 

Appointment of Sidespersons:  Sandra Lowe has stood down from her sideperson du!es 

due to ill health but will be replaced by Mike Lowe otherwise everyone previously serving 

has agreed to con!nue for the coming year.   

 

Val Beeken, Ann Cooke, Ellen Dunning, Mike Lowe, Sue Na"rass, Hazel Pickard, Rachel 

Smith, Andy Winkle, John Winkle, Anne Wi"y, Margaret Wi"y and Ann Madsen as a 

floater.  

 

The Chair thanked them for their ministry of hospitality and welcome. 

 

Churchwardens Report: There were no comments or ques!ons on the Churchwardens 

Report.   

 

Dave Collingwood proposed a vote of thanks to the Churchwardens for all their work 

during a year that has been a li"le more strenuous than previous years because of the 

Interregnum. 

 

APCM 2020: The APCM next year will take place on Monday 20
th

 April in The Chantry Hall. 

 

Final Word: The Lay-Vice Chair thanked everybody who does anything within the church.  

He thanked them very much because it makes the Churchwardens life an awful lot easier 

when other people are doing things. 

 

John Burton was thanked for contribu!ng the pain!ng for the front of the church 

Christmas card last year which was appreciated by a lot of people. 

 

Mal also commented that we need to work together much more closely and communicate.  

At last year’s APCM everyone had been told to speak to a Churchwarden if they wanted to 

know anything during the Interregnum and this has not happened despite mu"erings, 

murmurings and twi"erings amongst parishioners.  He stressed that we need to show 

solidarity as a group and as a church when our new Rector is in post. 

 

He also commended Richard and the choir for their commitment and asked that they be 

supported in what they see as their gi* to God. 

 

The Chair thanked the re!red clergy and Stephen as Curate.  They have been an invaluable 

asset during the Interregnum. 

 

Any Other Business:  Roger Horrell requested AOB despite it not being on the agenda.  The 

Chair agreed to him raising his concerns. 

 

Roger is concerned at the lack of openness in the affairs of the PCC and this has given him 

cause for concern over the past 5 or so years.  He feels that there is a general reluctance to 



let parishioners know what is going on – with the notable excep!on of the re-ordering 

plans. 

 

He cited 5 decisions that have been made to demonstrate his concerns: 

 

As previously men!oned under item 5 above, the Annual Financial Report not being made 

available before this evening’s mee!ng. 

 

The Annual Report Booklet has included informa!ve contribu!ons from the leaders of 

commi"ees and the many groups within the church.  This is specifically provided for in the 

regula!ons.  These have not appeared in this year’s booklet. 

 

No no!ce has appeared on the no!ceboard invi!ng people to put their names down if they 

are candidates for elec!on which used to be a custom here.  It is not a requirement, but it 

is helpful to know before the mee!ng who is wishing to be elected so that parishioners can 

discuss it between themselves. 

 

The PCC minutes along with the minutes of the commi"ees and groups within the church 

used to be on display at the back of church.  This arrangement was withdrawn. 

 

Any Other Business is no longer on the agenda and it has been previously which is not in 

accordance with the rules. 

 

The Chair commented that some of the items are down to a change in customary prac!ce 

not rules and regula!ons.  However, a note will be made of his comments and it will be up 

to the new Incumbent to discuss with the PCC as to whether any changes will be made.  

 

The PCC Secretary pointed out that following discussion with the Churchwardens and the 

Curate it had been decided that due to the addi!onal workload during the Interregnum 

and lack of !me that this year the Reports Booklet would only include the statutory reports 

required by the APCM.   

 

Dave Collingwood commented that he would like to applaud the way that George, Mal and 

Jan had been very careful throughout the vacancy to do the things they are required by law 

to do which is very important and exactly what they have done.  He thanked them for 

maintaining the tradi!ons that existed when Ian le* as well as correc!ng one or two errors 

that have been found too. 

 

He also endorsed what Mal had said about working together and is was his understanding 

that we as a general mee!ng had delegated responsibili!es to the PCC and he is personally 

very disappointed that Roger does not trust the PCC without constantly checking up on 

them. 

 

The PCC are elected by the APCM to represent the congrega!on so if during the year there 

are any concerns then PCC members would be able to raise them at mee!ngs had they 



been approached. 

 

Parishioners on the Electoral Roll may only have access to PCC minutes once they have 

been approved and signed by the Chair except for those minutes that the PCC deem 

confiden!al. 

 

It was suggested that perhaps the website could be used as a vehicle to disseminate 

informa!on to parishioners. 

 

All of these concerns will be taken to a future PCC mee!ng and any decisions made 

concerning them will be communicated at a later date. 

 

This concluded the business of the Church Mee!ng and the Chair called the mee!ng to a 

close with a reading and prayers and The Grace. 

 

 

 

   Annual Parochial Church Mee!ng 

Minutes of the Procedural Mee!ng of the Parochial Church Council held on the 8
th

 April 

2018 in The Chantry Hall 

 

Present:  Mal Rowland (Lay Vice-Chair) Janice Carnell (Secretary) 

and PCC members 

 

This Procedural Mee!ng took place to elect a Lay Vice-Chair so that we have someone in 

place to Chair PCC mee!ngs un!l the arrival of our new Incumbent on 22
nd

 June and to 

appoint the PCC Treasurer and PCC Secretary.. 

 

Phillip Wi"y proposed, and Mike Lowe seconded that Mal Rowland con!nue as Lay Vice-

Chair.  All agreed. 

 

Mal Rowland was duly elected Lay Vice-Chair of the PCC for the 2019-2020 year.   

 

Mike Lowe proposed, and Dave Collingwood seconded that Paul Carnell con!nue in his role 

as Treasurer. All agreed. 

 

Linda Collingwood proposed, and Steve Madsen seconded that Janice Carnell con!nue in 

her role as PCC Secretary. All agreed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PCC Report 

 

2019 was a mix of joy and sadness for the PCC.  We were delighted to welcome our new 

Incumbent The Reverend Canon Simon Moor in June but said a very sad and fond farewell 

to Dave Collingwood who passed away in October.  He has been greatly missed over the 

ensuing months par!cularly as he was such a leading force in the re-ordering of our 

church. 

We also said a very reluctant farewell to our Curate Reverend Stephen Hanscombe who le* 

us to take up the post of Vicar of Leyburn and Bellerby parishes following the comple!on 

of his 3 years of training with us.  We wish him all the best in his new role, he will be sorely 

missed amongst the congrega!ons of the Benefice.  

I shall miss Dave keeping me on my toes and his valued friendship. However, I am delighted 

to say that I will be con!nuing to work with Stephen as the Benefice Administrator at 

Leyburn and Bellerby. 

February saw the PCC organising a spring clean of the church and we thank all of those 

members of the congrega!on who gave their !me to making the church look spick and 

span. Planning for the Tour de France ac!vi!es on 3
rd

 May and prepara!on for the 

Licensing Service for our new Rector in June were also ge&ng underway. 

We con!nued to meet together with Thornton Watlass and Leeming PCCs for our joint 

mee!ngs. Our main issues being the con!nued prepara!on for Simon’s service and 

mee!ng the appropriate standards and training for the new Diocesan Safeguarding Policy 

with Linda Collingwood being appointed Safeguarding Officer for the Benefice.  

We would also like to thank Area Dean, Reverend Penny Yeadon for Chairing our APCM this 

year in the absence of an Incumbent and thank Mal Rowland for his leadership as Chair of 

the Council. 

The re-ordering team con!nued with their work on further Phases for the re-ordering of St 

Gregory’s following comple!on of Phase 1 and Dave Collingwood kept members up to date 

with their progress. 

We welcomed our new Rector with a very enjoyable Licensing Service and buffet recep!on 

and were delighted to greet Simon’s family and friends and the many who joined us from 

Huddersfield and his previous parishes.   

July saw our first PCC mee!ng with Simon as Chair and he introduced us to his way of 

working and his plans for changes to the services in the Benefice which would allow him to 

visit all of our churches on a regular basis as well as helping him to get to know everyone. 

This was also our year for a Quinquennial Inspec!on and the extensive document made 

recommenda!ons for repairs and maintenance which will be dealt with over the next 5 

years. 

Although I am having to get used to a new way of working as both Administrator and PCC 

Secretary now that Simon is with us I’m sure that all the members of the PCC find it is very 

gra!fying and upli*ing to be working with someone who has such a wealth of ministry 

experience to lead our Benefice forward into the future. 

 

Jan Carnell 

PCC Secretary 



Churchwardens Report  

 

In the early part of 2019, the Revd Canon Simon Moor was appointed as the Rector.   

During the last APCM, chaired by the Area Dean, the Revd Penny Yeadon, we said 

‘goodbye’ to Churchwarden, George Bushby, who re!red a*er many years as a true, 

devoted and conscien!ous officer and welcomed his replacement, Phillip Wi"y.   The style 

of services at St. Gregory's and Burrill remained the same, although numbers of a"endees 

did vary somewhat. 

In May the Tour de Yorkshire stage finish was hosted by Bedale. St Gregory’s made its 

presence felt with a suitably decorated church and contribu!ons from the Ringers at the 

start of the day (BBC Radio York’s presenters were suitably impressed and the bells were 

heard live on air!)  There followed a short open air service in front of the church gates, and 

later as the riders came across the line the bells rang out again. Our usual team also 

stepped up to provide refreshments throughout the day from the Chantry Hall. 

The licensing of the Rector, took place on 22
nd

 June, and drew a large congrega!on with 

the Bishop of Ripon preaching on the subject of working together, which should have 

resonated with everyone present. 

In September, our Curate, The Revd Stephen Hanscombe was licensed to Leyburn and 

Bellerby parishes and prior to this, we held his farewell service where he was presented 

with gi*s from all the parishes within the benefice. 

The weekly Sunday service !mes were changed from 9.30 a.m. to 9.15 a.m. to allow the 

Rector to a"end the various services in !me and be able to speak to each congrega!on as 

they le* the church. 

Christmas Eve services beginning with the Crib Service was extremely well a"ended and 

well commented on by those a"ending.   The Midnight Mass (11.30 p.m.) Service was not 

so well a"ended and this seems to be an ongoing trend. 

However, Christmas Day, a service for all ages lead by our Family Chaplain Michelle, 

proved to be a huge success, with adults and children joining in, ‘The Calypso Carol’, 

playing bongo drums, tambourines and other instruments. 

The congrega!on numbers was notably higher than in previous years and a"ended by 

many families, who enthused on the style of service. 

Fabric: 

The Rector, Phillip Wi"y and George Bushby have si*ed through the Quinquennial 

Inspec!on report and come to the conclusion that though some points will require 

professional work, thankfully they are not cri!cally urgent. Most of the points are minor 

and can be dealt with local and voluntary labour. Work on these areas is ongoing. 

Re-Ordering: 

Progress since April 2019 has been slow due to the sad loss of Dave Collingwood. Dave did 

a tremendous amount of work on the project “behind the scenes” and it is fair to say it 



took the Rector and the team some !me to pick up from where Dave had le* us, not least 

sor!ng through the thousands of documents that were filed away! By January it had 

become apparent that Heritage Lo"ery funding would only be available if phases three 

and four were included in the project. Since Heritage Lo"ery funding is a significant 

amount the team felt it appropriate to ask the PCC for permission to include phases three 

and four in the project papers. The PCC gave permission at the January mee!ng for the 

team to “work up” paperwork regarding the whole project. Liaison with the architects and 

engineers progressed with this un!l the lockdown occurred. 

Phillip Wi"y  

Mal Rowland 

Churchwardens 

 

 

Deanery Synod Report 

 

This report covers the work of the Wensley Deanery Synod during 2019. 

Appointments 

January saw our Area Dean Revd Penny Yeadon made Honorary Canon at Ripon Cathedral. 

The Revd Canon Jonathan Gough was installed as the new Archdeacon of Richmond and 

Craven at Ripon Cathedral in March and in June The Revd Canon Simon Moor was 

welcomed as our new Rector for the Benefice of Bedale.  Revd Stephen Hanscombe was 

licensed as Vicar of Leyburn and Bellerby in October. Revd Tom Ringland was licensed as 

vicar of the Penhill Benefice and Revd Jenni Lane was licensed as Vicar of the Lower Swale 

Benefice in November.  

Kathleen Wood the Methodist minister in Bedale re!red and Melanie Reed and Gareth 

Baron the newly appointed ministers will be invited to future Deanery Synod mee!ngs as 

ecumenical observers. Canon Michael Loughlin and Fr Richard Marsden became the new 

Roman Catholic priests covering Leyburn and Richmond. 

Speakers 

In January Revd Chris Lawton gave an update on Growing God’s Kingdom and how this will 

!e in with the new 5-year Diocesan Strategy being launched in the summer, which includes 

a toolkit for use by Deaneries, Benefices and Parishes.  It requires us all to create ac!on 

plans at each of these levels (as appropriate) in response. This, and the arrival of the new 

Archdeacon, provides us with an opportunity to move forward with our plans. Bishop 

Helen-Ann expressed thanks for all the work that the Deanery had already done through 

the Deanery Vision 2030 presenta!ons, discussions and proposals. 

In May, the Revd Robin Gamble gave a presenta!on about the Leading your Church into 

Growth (LYCIG) course, which is available on the Diocesan Learning Pla/orm. The resul!ng 

discussion focussed on ways to encourage more young people and families to become 

involved in church life, as well as the importance of developing the involvement of the 



Laity and imagining new ways of being/doing church. 

In July Bishop Helen-Ann joined us to launch the new Diocesan Strategy. We were all 

encouraged to look at the strategy as a map and not to be overwhelmed, thinking we had 

to start at the beginning and work through to the end.  It’s not about ge&ng from A to B 

but looking at where we are now and naviga!ng through it, moving forward. It gives 

opportunity for growth, development and mission.  Bishop Helen-Ann quoted, ‘Don’t do 

nothing because you can’t do everything’.  The strategy and our response to it will be a 

standing item at future Deanery Synod mee!ngs. 

In October there was a very clear and easy to understand presenta!on on the Parish Giving 

Scheme by Janet Edmond, Stewardship Officer.  The Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) is a direct-

debit facility for regular givers who give by standing orders, envelopes or plate.  The 

scheme was being piloted in 11 parishes across the Diocese between August – December 

2019 with a view to launching it across the Diocese from January 2020. PCCs were 

encouraged to discuss the PGS and to consider its benefits, to pass a resolu!on to join the 

PGS before registra!on in January and to promote the scheme to parish. 

Services 

A number of Easter services took place throughout the Deanery, including a walk from 

Middleham Castle at 6 a.m. to Pinkers Pond for a 6.30 a.m. service with tea and hot cross 

buns, a Morning Service at Semerwater with bacon bu&es and an Easter Eve Service at St 

Patrick’s Church, Patrick Brompton.  

The Ascension Day Service took place in May at Jervaulx Abbey with The Archdeacon 

presiding and Revd Janet Park from the Methodist Church preaching.  The Bedale Band 

provided the music and the collec!on was taken in support of Chris!an Aid. 

Thy Kingdom Come was launched in June at Ripon Cathedral with Bishop Nick and Dean 

John. The Deaneries in the Diocese prepared the Prayer Sta!ons in the Cathedral.  There 

was also a service “Hope of our Calling”, to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the 

ordina!on of women. 

Events 

The year began with ‘An Evening with Adrian and Bridget Plass’ at the Chantry Hall, Bedale 

in January. 

60 people a"ended and the evening was a very good success. A*er expenses, £158 profit 

was made to Church about the Dale.  

Spring Harvest took place in April. This is a four day Chris!an Conference gathering at 

Harrogate with worship sessions at the beginning and end of the day, bible studies, 

seminars and lots more.   

During August, Church on Show took part in the Wensleydale Show with a theme of The Six 

Days of Crea!on.  Our stand proved as popular as ever with over a thousand people 

coming through the stand over the day.  Families were eager to par!cipate in the usual 

picture trail compe!!on.  There were prayer trees available for people to a"ach their 

prayers and many folk welcomed this opportunity.  Although it is hard work, volunteers 



enjoyed the opportunity to serve the community and share something of our faith.  New 

volunteers are welcome to join us. 

New ini!a!ves 

Also in August there was the first Scripture Union Holiday Club based at St Andrew’s 

Church in Finghall. With 10 holiday parks in the Lower Wensleydale Benefice, the Holiday 

Club a"racted a great number of adults and children into the church.  Many ac!vi!es took 

place. Thanks were given to Scripture Union and all the volunteers for helping to make it a 

great success.  Revd Chris Lawton said he would be happy to liaise if other benefices/

parishes were interested in doing something similar. 

Following much research and discussion about ways to best meet the needs of people in 

Upper Wensleydale who do not have access to a Foodbank, Bolton cum Redmire and 

Middleham set up a Church Pantry. It is recognised that in rural areas people are reluctant 

to share their needs. The benefit of a Church Pantry is that there is no referral from any 

benefits service and no need to register. Research has shown that feminine products and 

toiletries are also needed as well as food. 

The Church About the Dale trailer con!nues to be well used through the Deanery including 

an Ecumenical Open Air Service at Semerwater with Hawes Silver Band, Muker Show, 

Hunton Steam Gathering, Egglestone Show and Masham. The Methodist churches and 

chapels have expressed an interest in being able to use it for their events in the future. 

Deanery Prayers 

The monthly prayer mee!ngs which gather in churches throughout the Deanery con!nued 

throughout the year.  It would be good to see these being more supported by local 

congrega!ons for prayer is the founda!on that underpins all we do. 

Linda Collingwood and Mike Lowe 

Deanery Synod Reps 

 

 

 

Safeguarding Report 

 

There were no safeguarding incidents this year.  All of our Churchwardens and the 

Safeguarding Officer completed the 3 levels of training required by the Diocese.  

Awareness level training will be delivered for PCC members on a group basis in Chantry 

Hall, but all members of our congrega!ons will be encouraged to a"end because 

Safeguarding is the responsibility of us all. 

Linda Collingwood 

Benefice Safeguarding Officer 

 

 



Rector’s Report 

 

The first six months since my induc!on as Rector of the Benefice were a gentle affair. I 

spent that !me ge&ng to know people and the places where they live and worship. 

Ini!ally that felt very strange as the frequencies of my a"endance at St John’s, St. 

Mary’s, Burrill and St Gregory’s meant there was o*en a number of weeks when I was 

not actually in any par!cular building or with any par!cular congrega!on. Through the 

generosity of each of the PCC’s and a 15 minute adjustment I can now be with each 

worship centre for the majority of the services. By December 2019 I felt I was coming to 

terms with the who and where beginnings of ministry in Bedale. 

As the !me since June progressed, I was able to begin to visit people around the parish. 

Again, this was ongoing into the New Year and con!nued by phone during lockdown. 

I was saddened by the decline and death of Dave Collingwood in the Autumn. This was 

a par!cular loss for the parish in respect to the phased project of reordering St 

Gregory’s Church. By December 2019 I had received the paper trail for phases one 

through to four, realising how much work had been undertaken over the previous years. 

There were just under 2000 documents to read, sort and file. We were aiming to apply 

for Heritage Lo"ery Funding in the New Year, but this was put back as Covid struck and 

the overall project was then being reassessed in an a"empt to reduce the overall costs. 

Another area of discovery was the administra!on of the parish/benefice. I would like to 

thank the re!red clergy, readers, worship leader, administrator, treasurer and church 

wardens each for their support and guidance through the peculiari!es of this place.  

The welcome and support myself and Caroline have received here in Bedale has meant 

we have felt very much at home in the parish. When my friends ask how ministry is 

going, I usually answer, ‘Peacefully!’ What a wonderful posi!on to be in; par!cularly as 

events were to unravel in the New Year. S!ll, we are smiling. 

The Reverend Canon Simon Moor 
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