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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
Bel Newman, Marge Craddock, Kath Marshall, Lucy, Nancy Dennis,
Geordie,Sid Blanchard, Lesley Hall, David & Delma Bode, Brian Harland,
Richard Fraser, John Hall, Margaret Hartley, Stephen,
Michael Bembridge, Aylis, Lynne Riddlestone and Barbara Jaques.

RIP
Gladys Gascoigne, Dennis Black, Alice Crosby and Phyliss Hodge
May they rest in peace and rise in glory

Remember in your prayers our schools, the staff, pupils and head teachers.:
Leeming and Londonderry - Nikki Rayner , Aiskew and Leeming Bar - Bethany
Stanley, Thornton Watlass - Jane Wood, Bedale Primary School - Liz Turnbull,

Bedale High School - Tom Kelly and Mowbray School - Jonathan Tearle

COLLECT AND READINGS FOR TRINITY 15

Collect

Almighty God, whose only Son has opened for us a new and living way
into your presence: give us pure hearts and steadfast wills to worship
you in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen

First Reading - Isaiah 50:4-9

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that | may know how to
sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and | was not
rebellious, | did not turn backwards. | gave my back to those who struck me, and
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my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; | did not hide my face from insult
and spitting. The Lord God helps me; therefore | have not been disgraced;
therefore | have set my face like flint, and | know that | shall not be put to
shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand
up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord God
who helps me; who will declare me guilty? All of them will wear out like a
garment; the moth will eat them up.

Second Reading — James 3.1-12

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you
know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us
make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect,
able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. If we put bits into the mouths
of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships:
though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are
guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the
tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. How great a forest is
set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among
our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the
cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For every species of beast and
bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the
human species, but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly
poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are
made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing.
My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from
the same opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my brothers
and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.

Gospel Luke 18:15-18

People were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them; and when
the disciples saw it, they sternly ordered them not to do it. But Jesus called for
them and said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is
to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly | tell you, whoever does
not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.”

Post Communion Prayer

O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy;

and, because without you our human frailty cannot but fall,
keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful,

and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.



COMMENTARY ON THER READINGS

Old Testament Isaiah 50.4-9a

In the Isaiah lesson we hear of the humiliation of the servant, who despite his faith-
fulness is beaten, has his beard pulled and is spat upon and insulted whilst the
psalm describes recovery from distressing illness. The Gospel describes Peter's
confession of Christ but Jesus immediately indicates that his path is one of suffer-
ing and death. This brings us to the figurative wounds, for Peter who attempts to
reprove Jesus for his bleak view of the Messiah finds himself sharply rebuked;
'‘Get behind me Satan!" must be among the most stinging rebukes recorded in
scripture. The epistle develops a related theme warning of the danger that comes
form an unrestrained tongue and the wounds that it can cause. The Isaiah lesson
describes the suffering servant. Whilst later Christian interpretation understandably
sees in this depiction pointers to the suffering of Christ, Jewish interpretation of
this passage has a different focus. The suffering servant is not a prophecy about
the suffering of Jesus of Nazareth, nor is it necessarily a reference to a suffering
Messiah, but rather is understood to be a reference to a contemporary Isaianic fig-
ure who suffers unjustly but willingly. It forms part of a literature, perhaps the best
known of which is Job, which challenges common Jewish assumptions that the
righteousness are somehow insulated from suffering. The experience of exile and
the Isaianic understanding that those who were taken into exile were the righteous
remnant forces a re-evaluation and recognition that bad things happen to good
people. The imagery of the suffering, tortured, and wounded servant of Isaiah 50 is
a powerful and painful wrestling with that reality. Nonetheless, the hope of eventu-
al vindication remains.

New Testament James 3.1-12

We are reminded here of Jesus' words in Mark 7.6-23 when he warns that un-
cleanness is not a matter of failing to observe ritual, eating the wrong things and
so on, but what really pollutes are the words that issue from the mouth. He reflects
on the enormous capacity of the tongue for both good and evil; both praising God
(as in the opening verses of the psalm), and doing immense damage. Today we
have laws intended to protect people against wounding remarks which are sexist,
racist and so on. James' concern is being taken seriously. Jesus had rather over-
stated his warnings against intemperate speech in the Sermon on the Mount when
he said: "You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, "You shall not
murder"; and "whoever murders shall be liable to judgement.” But | say to you that
if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgement; and if you
insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, "You fool,"
you will be liable to the hell of fire' (Mt 5.21-22).

Coffee Morning St John’s Church Leeming
Thursday 17th Sept. 10:00 - 11:30




V 4 Please consider donating the following items
Hamb]eton Tinned spaghetti/macaroni, Tinned ham, Tinned Pie

[,w OOLXP\ Ye Small bags of sugar, Sponge puddings
N bribeltelreed the pess Cleaning spray, cleaning cloths, Nappies big sizes:
5+, 6, 6+ etc

Thank you All Donations are Gratefully Received.
www.hambletonfoodshare.org.uk
if you need a food parcel
Email info@hambletonfoodshare.org.uk or ring 07514 244158
If you live in or near Bedale ring 07930 988360
Please also check all items are in date before donating them — Thank you!

St Gregory's is Open for Donations

Confirmation Group

A confirmation service will be held 17 Nov at Thornton Watlass.

Our first session starts Sunday 12 September at 4pm with a walk
from Springfield House, Rookwith to Thornton Watlass Church.

St Gregory’s Church
T[h]@ Monday 13th Sept - 7pm
The Bible Course - The BIBLE COURSE throughout September
o i e D[b)l]@ and October. Find your booklet and

complete the course.

> Course

Come along in person or join in the Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84436538532?
pwd=QnRBaDRvZy8xZ211UGZFa0lsclJ2UT09

Meeting ID: 844 3653 8532 Passcode: 050628
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Please, contributions for the next edition of
Bedale and Beyond by Sunday 18th September
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