BENEFICE BULLETIN
Church News for
Bedale, Burrill, Leeming and Thornton Watlass

Friday 24th and Saturday 25th December

Christmas
Our Prayers Are Asked For

Bel Newman, Marge Craddock, Kath Marshall, Lucy, Geordie, Sid Blanchard,
Lesley Hall, David & Delma Bode, Fr Simon Gurd, John Hall, Lynne Riddlestone,
Olive Robinson, & Barbara Jaques.

RIP

David Hall, Donald Wood, May Andrews and all who we remember at Christmas.
May they rest in peace and rise in glory
Please pray for those who will struggle this holy season; the poor and helpless,
the cold, the hungry, and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn, the
lonely and the unloved, the aged and neglected children; all those who know not
the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who have grieved his heart of love.

Collects and Readings for Christmas
Advent Wreath Prayers
Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, King of peace:
to you be praise and glory for ever.
The new light of your incarnate Word
gives gladness in our sorrow, and a presence in our isolation.
Fill our lives with your light, until they overflow with gladness and praise.
Blessed be God for ever.
Lord Jesus, Light of light, you have come among us.
Help us who live by your light, to shine as lights in your world.
Glory to God in the highest. Amen.
Collects
(Christmas Night)
Eternal God, who made this most holy night to shine
with the brightness of your one true light: bring us,
who have known the revelation of that light on earth,
to see the radiance of your heavenly glory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
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(Christmas Day)
Almighty God, you have given us your only–begotten Son
to take our nature upon him and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin:
grant that we, who have been born again and made your children
by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
First Reading - Isiah 52: 7-10
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces
peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your
God reigns.’ Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy;
for in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth together into
singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has
redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the
nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
Second Reading - Hebrews 1: 1-12
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the
reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he
sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins,
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
[For to which of the angels did God ever say, ‘You are my Son; today I have
begotten you’? Or again, ‘I will be his Father, and he will be my Son’? And again,
when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, ‘Let all God’s angels worship
him.’ Of the angels he says, ‘He makes his angels winds, and his servants
flames of fire.’ But of the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, is for ever and ever,
and the righteous sceptre is the sceptre of your kingdom. You have loved
righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you
with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.’ And, ‘In the beginning, Lord,
you founded the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands; they will
perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like clothing; like a cloak you will roll
them up, and like clothing they will be changed. But you are the same, and your
years will never end.’
Gospel - John 1: 1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness,
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and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose
name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might
believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He
was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and
lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son,
full of grace and truth.
Post Communion Prayer
(Christmas Night)
God our Father, in this night you have made known to us again
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ:
confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him
until the day dawns and Christ the Morning Star rises in our hearts.
To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen
(Christmas Day)
God our Father, whose Word
has come among us in the Holy Child of Bethlehem:
may the light of faith illumine our hearts
and shine in our words and deeds;
through him who is Christ the Lord. Amen

Commentary on the Reading
The Gospel of John does not have an Infancy narrative as do the Gospels of
Matthew and Luke. Rather, John speaks of a time before the birth of the Christ
Child. He writes of the One who pre-existed the world and was the very agent of
all creation: (John 1:1-5)
The reading from Hebrews echoes this same theme: “Long ago God spoke to our
ancestors….”(Hebrews 1:1-4)
Do we know Jesus beyond the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes? Many of His
own Jewish people did not comprehend who he was: (John 1:10-11) But, the
remarkable thing is that the creator God entered the world of His own creation on
our behalf. In Jesus, God made himself vulnerable to humankind in order to reveal
his true nature and heart. Those who believe in him are given that same nature
and heart: (John 1:12-13)
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As children of God we are empowered to live as Jesus lived on this earth. We
cannot do it on our own. The good news is that Jesus remains with us: (Jn 1:14)
As prophesied by Isaiah, God has revealed his gift of salvation to the whole
world: (Isaiah 52:10) and God made himself visible that all the world might see
his glory. However, we are now living in an ever darkening world. It has become
incorrect to celebrate the birth of Christ. We are not to pray in our schools. We
are told not to give a testimony. Jesus must be folded into other religions in order
to be acceptable. Why is that?
The world wants us to hide the glory of God and his plan for salvation. That is
because they are hiding from God. They know he sees their sin, but they do not
want to admit their sin. Are we to hide from God as well?
Now is the time for what may be the greatest missionary work of all. Are we up to
the task? We are not alone in carrying out this mission. God is Emmanuel. In the
Incarnation, God took on our flesh. He is with us in our struggles. God became
flesh for us so that we might become part of his Spirit. Let us join him in newness
of life. The Apostle wrote:
So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed
away; see, everything has become new!
And let us proclaim the greatest message of all. Let us celebrate the Incarnation
of God. God joined us and he is among us. He is on our side and our salvation is
secure in him. Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our LORD
JESUS CHRIST.

Service Times and Venues. (Thursday 10am Holy Communion - St Gregory’s)
9.15am—Communion Facebook
and Conference Call

26 Dec
2 Jan

*—Communion
Conference Call

10:30 St Gregory’s, Bedale
United Benefice Service
St Gregory’s Bedale
8am and *9.15am

10.45 T/Watlass
*11am Leeming

16.00—Evensong
Conference Call

No Evening Service
*St Gregory’s
Bedale

Please consider donating this Christmas
Thank you All Donations are Gratefully Received.
www.hambletonfoodshare.org.uk
if you need a food parcel
Email info@hambletonfoodshare.org.uk or ring 07514 244158
If you live in or near Bedale ring 07930 988360
Please also check all items are in date before donating them – Thank you!

St Gregory's is Open
for Donations
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