blessing over Mary, and Mary's own song of praise, forming part of a series of poetic
utterances in Luke's birth narratives (cf. 1.68-79, 2.29-32). Elizabeth's blessing (vv. 42b
-45) is triggered by the reaction of her unborn child John to the presence of Mary's
unborn child Jesus. This pre-birth episode emphasises the theological point that these
boys were destined for particular roles. Elizabeth heralds Mary's arrival, prefiguring
John's later role with regard to Jesus, by calling the unborn Jesus 'my Lord' (v. 43),
thereby indicating his inherited power and authority. Mary's song (vv. 46-55), known as
The Magnificat after the Latin rendering of its opening words, is literarily dependent on
Hannah's song at Samuel's birth (1 Samuel 2.1-10) (cf. also the songs of Moses
(Exodus 15.1- 18) and Asaph (1 Chronicles 16.7-36)). Jesus' lordship has already been
established by Elizabeth (v. 43), and this provides the basis for Mary's exposition of
how this authority will affect humanity. Militaristic imagery is used in verses 49,51,52 (cf
1 Samuel 2.4,6,10) to convey the might of the Lord, as the rich are brought low and the
poor are raised up (vv. 52-53). This reversal of authority is far more than a
straightforward social message concerning care for the poor. Rather, Mary's song
presents Jesus' coming as inaugurating the long-awaited eschatological reversal of
power and authority (1 Samuel 2.7-8). Jesus is the one who comes to do battle with
those powers and authorities that oppress and dehumanise, and who will restore to full
humanity those who are the victims of such powers. This naturally affects the rich
(those with a vested interest in corrupt powers), and the poor (those who are brought
low by them). In this way Luke is theologically preparing the ground for his Gospel's
presentation of Jesus as good news to the poor and the marginalised (6.20- 26. cf.

ADVENT and CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Sun 19 Dec 4.00pm
6.30pm
Mon 20 Dec 6.00pm
Tues 21 Dec 6.00pm
Wed 22 Dec 6.00pm
Thur 23 Dec 6.00pm

Carol Service at St Mary's Thornton Watlass
Carols at St John’s Leeming
Carol Around Burrill Village
Carol Around Thornton Watlass Village
Carol Around Leeming Village
Carol Around Bedale

CHRISTMAS EVE
Fri 24 Dec 3.00pm
4.00pm
7.00pm
11.30pm
11.30pm

Crib Service at St Mary's Thornton Watlass
Crib Service at St Gregory's Bedale
Christmas Eve Communion - St John's Leeming
Midnight Mass - St Mary's Thornton Watlass
Midnight Mass -St Gregory's Bedale

CHRISTMAS DAY
Sat 25 Dec

8.00am
9.00am
10.00am
10.45am

Holy Communion - St Gregory's Bedale
Holy Communion - Burrill
Morning Service - St Gregory's Bedale
Holy Communion - St Mary's Thornton Watlass

BOXING DAY
Sun 26 Dec 10.30am

Beneﬁce Service at St Gregory's Bedale
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Bel Newman, Marge Craddock, Kath Marshall, Lucy, Geordie, Sid Blanchard,
Lesley Hall, David & Delma Bode, Fr Simon Gurd, John Hall, Lynne Riddlestone,
Olive Robinson, & Barbara Jaques.

RIP

David Hall, Donald Wood, May Andrews, Joyce Barnett and Roland Phillips.
May they rest in peace and rise in glory
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Advent Wreath Prayers
Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, merciful and gentle:
to you be praise and glory for ever.
Your light has shone in our darkened world through the child-bearing of Mary;
grant that we who have seen your glory may daily be renewed in your image
and prepared like her for the coming of your Son, who is the Lord and Saviour of all.
Blessed be God for ever.
Lord Jesus, light of the world, blessed is Gabriel, ]
who brought good news; blessed is Mary, your mother and ours.
Bless your Church preparing for Christmas;
and bless us your children, who long for your coming. Amen.
Collect
God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother
of your Son: grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour,
so we may be ready to greet him when he comes again as our judge;
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen
First Reading - Micah 5: 2-5a
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from
you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is
in labour has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of
1

Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the L
, in the
majesty of the name of the L
his God. And they shall live secure, for now he
shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace. If the
Assyrians come into our land and tread upon our soil, we will raise against them
seven shepherds and eight installed as rulers.
Second Reading - Hebrews 10:5-10
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, ‘Sacrifices and offerings
you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; in burnt-offerings and
sin-offerings you have taken no pleasure. Then I said, “See, God, I have come to do
your will, O God” (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).’ When he said above,
‘You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burntofferings and sin-offerings’ (these are offered according to the law), then he added,
‘See, I have come to do your will.’ He abolishes the first in order to establish the
second. And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of
the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
Gospel - Luke 1: 39-45; 46-55
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country,
where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth
heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the
Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the
mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your
greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed that
there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’ And Mary said,
‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has
looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all
generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to
generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the
thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and
lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away
empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to
the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants for
ever.’
Post Communion Prayer
Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of the
promised saviour: fill us your servants with your grace, that in all things we may
embrace your holy will and with her rejoice in your salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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Service Times and Venues. (Thursday 10am Holy Communion - St Gregory’s

19 Dec
26 Dec

9.15am—Communion Facebook and
Conference Call

*—Communion

16.00—Evensong
Conference Call

St Gregory’s
Bedale

*10.45 T/Watlass
11am Leeming

*See below

Conference Call

10:30 St Gregory’s, Bedale
United Beneﬁce Service

Leeming

Carol Services
St Mary’s, Thornton Watlass at 4pm on Sunday 19th December 2021
St John’s Leeming at 6:30pm on Sunday 19th December 2021
followed by refreshments
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A common theme in today's readings is that of God's promise for the future. Today is not
the end of the story, and there is a hope for tomorrow.
Micah 5.2-5a Micah, the rural prophet, probably lived in Judah towards the end of the
eighth century BCE, during the reign of Hezekiah. Critique of the ruling authorities and
concern for social justice are key concerns of the book that bears his name. In 3.2 he
says that the rich of Israel 'tear the skin off my people, and the flesh off their bones'.
However, in today's passage, Micah looks beyond the present suffering of his people to
a future time of restoration. He looks for a time when the legendary rule of David will be
re-established through one of his descendants, when the peace and justice of David will
be restored, and when the powers of injustice which oppress the poor will be overthrown.
Hebrews 10.5-10
The writer of Hebrews here takes the Greek form of Psalm 40.6-8, and uses it to give
voice to what he understands as Christ's intention in the incarnation. This clearly alters
the meaning of the Psalm from its original context, and also explains the differences
between the Old Testament form and its use in Hebrews. The original psalm reads as a
song of praise to the Lord, but in Hebrews it contrasts, on the one hand, the sacrifices
and offerings of the Jewish cultic system and, on the other hand, the once-for-all
sacrifice and offering of Christ's body on the cross (vv. 5-7). The old system of Temple
sacrifice is presented as not being God's will, while the new sacrifice of Jesus is very
much in accordance with God's intention (v. 9). The new sacrifice results in what the old
system could not achieve – the sanctification of the Christian believers (v. 10).
Luke 1.39-45, (46b-55) In this passage Luke provides his readers with clear theological
insights into the nature of Jesus' ministry. Jesus' and John's birth narratives are
presented not as the early part of the gospel story, but as the prologue to the gospel
story. In this way they establish themes that allow a better understanding of the events
narrated later in the gospel. In today's reading, traditionally known as The Visitation,
there is little plot development. Rather, Luke records Elizabeth's inspired prayer of
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