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Collect   
Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new:  
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace,  
and in the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
 

First Reading -  Isiah 62:1-5 
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until 
her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. 
The  nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall 
be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. You shall be a 
crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your 
God. You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your land shall no more be 
termed Desolate; but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, and your land 
Married; for the Lord delights in you,  and your land shall be married. For as a 
young man marries a young woman, so shall your builder marry you, and as the 
bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.   
 

Second Reading -  1 Corinthians 12: 1-11 
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be 
uninformed. You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led 
astray to idols that could not speak. Therefore I want you to understand that no 
one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says ‘Let Jesus be cursed!’ and no one 
can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit.  Now there are varieties of gifts, 
but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and 
there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in 
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everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 
good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another 
the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the 
same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of 
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another 
various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are 
activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as 
the Spirit chooses. 
 

Gospel - John 2: 1-11 
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of 
Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the 
wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have 
no wine.’ And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? 
My hour has not yet come.’ His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells 
you.’ Now standing there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of 
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars 
with water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, ‘Now draw some 
out, and take it to the chief steward.’ So they took it. When the steward tasted the 
water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the 
servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and 
said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after 
the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.’ 
Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; 
and his disciples believed in him.  
 

Post Communion Prayer   

God of glory, you nourish us with your Word who is the bread of life: 
fill us with your Holy Spirit that through us the light  
of your glory may shine in all the world.  
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

 9.15am—Communion Facebook 
and Conference Call 

*—Communion 
Conference Call 

16.00—Evensong 
Conference Call 

23 Jan 9 am Burrill Church 
*St Gregory’s 

*St Mary’s 
Thornton Watlass 

*St John’s 
Leeming 

30 Jan   St Gregory’s Bedale 

   Service Times and Venues. (Thursday 10am Holy Communion - St Gregory’s) 

10:30ÊBeneficeÊService—Bedale 
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C    R   

The wedding in Cana reveals Jesus as the one who dispenses the good gi s promised to those 
looking for God's coming. The Old Testament readings help us to see this wine at a wedding as a 
symbol of the joy of God's transforming presence. Psalm 36 is an individual's prayer for help. It 
contrasts the world of the wicked with the world of the Lord, who is trusted as willing to give 
'drink from the river of your delights'. Isaiah invites the exiles in Babylon to enter an everlas ng 
covenant with God with the cry of a merchant giving her goods away, 'Come, buy wine and milk, 
without money and without price' (Isaiah 55.1). And just as Hosea had used the metaphor of 
marriage to express the renewal of Israel's rela onship with God (Hosea 2.16), so Isaiah 62        
an cipates God's restora on of Jerusalem in the poe c language of a young man's marrying the 
young woman who is his delight. The servants knew that the transforma on had happened       
because they had listened to his mother and had done as Jesus asked. However, the Chris ans 
addressed in 1 Corinthians were failing to recognise the Lord's life-giving presence in the cup of 
wine that symbolised the new covenant. They had to be reminded that drinking the cup was to 
'proclaim the Lord's death un l he comes'. Because of their selfish divisions Paul even had to in-
struct them, 'when you come together to eat, wait for one another' (11.26,33). In chapter 12     
he explains that the gi s they have received are to be used in the service of the same Lord and 
for the common good. 
Isaiah 62.1-5 
Throughout the Bible, the giving of a new name marks a change of status, and the beginning of   
a new rela onship with God. Abram was renamed Abraham, and Jacob was given the new name 
Israel. Now, on the return from exile to the Promised Land, the prophet announces that the     
forsaken and desolate Jerusalem will be renamed. The glory of the city is grounded in the         
passionate love of God who acts 'for Zion's sake'. The in macy of the renewed rela onship is 
such that the new name of the city is 'My delight is in Her' and that of the land is 'Married'. 
1 Corinthians 12.1-11 
Paul is concerned that there are divisions among the saints at Corinth. It seems that there       
were those among them who believed that they had a special spiritual status. They thought they 
were already elevated above the concerns of those they considered less strong or wise than 
themselves. For this group, the gi  of tongues was another demonstra on of their superiority. 
Paul reminds the whole community that they all use their voices to proclaim 'Jesus is Lord', and 
so it is clear that they have all received the Spirit. Every individual has received spiritual gi s from 
the same Lord. All are to use them for the common good. 
John 2.1-11 
This miracle is an epiphany, revealing the glory of Jesus. At this first sign in Cana we are told     
that having seen, 'his disciples believed in him'. At the second sign, also in Cana, it is a er the   
nobleman has 'believed the word that Jesus spoke to him' that he sees his son restored to life 
(4.46-54). Faith may begin with looking back to what has happened, but it must become strong 
enough to look forward to the transforma ons that are not yet visible. Jesus' mother had already 
seen enough to believe that her son could meet an immediate need: 'They have no wine.' She 
felt their loss, and she ini ated the replenishment: 'Do whatever he tells you.' Only Jesus could 
look forward as far as his calling would take him: 'My hour has not yet come'. But seeing this sign, 
others were drawn into his community. The wine at the wedding is the sign of God's renewed   
rela onship with the people. 'On that day, says the Lord, you will call me "My husband"' (Hosea 
2.16). The wedding at Cana was 'on the third day'. The hour of Jesus' faithfulness to death will 
become the day of his resurrec on. 'On the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before 
him' (Hosea 6.2). 
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The Passing Bell 
 

The passing bell was rung on Sunday 9th January for the passing of Sid Blanchard. 

May he rest in peace and rise in glory. 

   THISÊSundayÊA ernoonÊ5pmÊ  
  ÊPraiseÊ&ÊPrayerÊ 

 

 TheÊKingÊHasÊCome—FearÊNot 
 

ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊLiveÊorÊlaterÊonÊtheÊFacebookÊPageÊorÊYouTube 

 

WellbeingÊ&ÊTogethernessÊ  
    FilmÊClub   TUESDAYÊ2PMÊCHANTRYÊHALL 

18 Jan –ÊSurprise!ÊÊTBCÊ 

CoffeeÊMorning 

StÊJohn’s,Ê 

Leeming 

 

ThursdayÊ20thÊJanuaryÊ
10:00—11:30 

St. Mary's Church, Thornton Watlass 100 Club. The time has come to join 
or renew memberships for this year. Subscriptions remain at £12 for the year, 
£1 per month, and two prizes are awarded each month. If you wish to join for 
2022 then please let Chris. Carruthers have your cheque (payable to "PCC of 
Thornton Watlass") or cash, at your earliest convenience. Last year the 100 
club made a profit of £750 for church funds. Many thanks to those who sup-
port our church in this way.  


