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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR

Bel Newman; Marge Craddock; Lucy; Geordie; Lesley Hall; David & Delma Bode;
John Hall; Fr Simon Gurd; Lynne Riddlestone; Olive Robinson & Barbara Jaques.

RIP
Betty Green, Carol Grace, Barbara Hainsforth and Kevin Hamilton Sturdy
May they rest in peace and rise in glory

COLLECT AND READINGS FOR THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT

Collect

Almighty Father, whose Son was revealed in majesty before he suffered
death upon the cross: give us grace to perceive his glory, that we may be
strengthened to suffer with him and be changed into his likeness, from glory
to glory; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

First reading - Exodus 34: 29-35

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the
two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face
shone because he had been talking with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites
saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to come near
him. But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation
returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. Afterwards all the Israelites came
near, and he gave them in commandment all that the Lord had spoken with him on
Mount Sinai. When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his
face; but whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he would take
the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites what
he had been commanded, the Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the skin
of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he
went in to speak with him.




Second Reading - 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2

Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, not like Moses,
who put a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of
the glory that was being set aside. But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this
very day, when they hear the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still
there, since only in Christ is it set aside. Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses
is read, a vell lies over their minds; but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is
removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom. And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though
reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree
of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit. Therefore, since it is
by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. We
have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practise cunning
or to falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend
ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God.

Gospel Reading - Luke 9:28-43a

Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and
James, and went up on the mountain to pray. While he was praying, the
appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling

white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They
appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to
accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were weighed down
with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men
who stood with him. Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, ‘Master, it
is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses,
and one for Elijah’- not knowing what he said. While he was saying this, a cloud
came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the

cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that said, ‘“This is my Son, my Chosen;
listen to him!” When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept
silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen. On the next
day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. Just
then a man from the crowd shouted, ‘“Teacher, | beg you to look at my son; he is
my only child. Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks. It throws
him into convulsions until he foams at the mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely
leave him. | begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” Jesus
answered, ‘“You faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must | be with
you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” While he was coming, the demon
dashed him to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit,
healed the boy, and gave him back to his father. And all were astounded at the
greatness of God.

Post Communion Prayer

Holy God, we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ: may we who are
partakers at his table reflect his life in word and deed, that all the world may
know his power to change and save. This we ask through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.



COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL

Luke 9.28-36

Jesus' transfiguration (in the context of prayer — a typical touch of Luke) is reminiscent of
Moses' reflection of God's glory in Exodus 34.29-35. It certified that Jesus was a greater
figure even than Moses, the giver of the Law, and Elijah, the archetypal prophet. Elijah,
like Moses, had met with God on a mountain (1 Kings 19.8-18) and it is appropriate that
here they both appear 'in glory' talking to the radiant Jesus. The subject of conversation is
the departure ('exodus') which Jesus is to 'accomplish' at Jerusalem. Jesus is to be a new
Moses, leading his people to freedom, but in a very different kind of 'exodus'. We should
not read too much into the words of Peter which came out in the amazement of the
moment (v. 33). Nevertheless, his reference to dwellings' (booths) reflects the
atmosphere of liberation; the feast of booths reminded the Israelites of their wanderings
after being set free from slavery in Egypt. At this point the glory of God becomes
overwhelming (v. 34), and the disciples hear an affirmation of Jesus' identity like that giv-
en to Jesus himself at his baptism (v. 35; cf. 3.22). The command 'listen to him' should be
read with the emphasis on him: not meaning that they should forget about Moses and the
prophets, but that they should heed Jesus as their authoritative interpreter. Meanwhile at
the foot of the mountain the battle still rages (vv. 37-43); the failure of the disciples to deal
with the possessed boy points to the loneliness of Jesus' path as Israel's new deliverer.

Service Times and Venues
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Tuesday Wellbeing and Togetherness is back this
week with pancakes on Shrove Tuesday, 1st March.

The afternoon film will be Australia starring
Hugh Jackman and Nicole Kidman, starting at 2pm.
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foodshare

working together to Feed the need H e I p ers N EEd Ed

Current shortages .
e Washing up Hqui? m Help is needed to clear the
E kitchen cupboards of crockery,

s (GHORIAS

N pans etc in Chantry Hall prior

e Tinned veg . % | the renovations. Please come
: aﬁ‘iﬁ'fucjd'”gs @E}m at 10am, on Saturday 5th
s e " «@i@/ March in Chantry Hall. Thank

All donations are gratefully received you.
if you need a food parcel email:
info@hambletonfoodshare.org.uk or ring 07514

244158
We are here to help

World Day of Prayer Service will be held at Bedale and District
Methodist Church on Friday 4th March at 2.30pm. The service
has been prepared by women from England, Wales and
Northern Ireland. All welcome

As many of you know the church sponsors a child
through Compassion. The latest letter has arrived and
A is displayed on the notice board at the back of church.
COHlpaSSlOH We woqld engourage you all to pray regulgrly for Hen-
in Jesus’ nam rique, his family and the work of Compassion interna-
tional. If you would like any more information on

Henrique please see Sarah Ryder.
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