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Second Sunday of Lent 

Bedale, Burrill, Leeming and Thornton Watlass  
Church News for 

O  P  A  A  F  

Bel Newman, Marge Craddock, Lucy, Lesley Hall, John Hall, Alan Blanchard,  
Delma Bode, Fr Simon Gurd, Lynne Riddlestone, Olive Robinson & Barbara Jaques. 

RIP 
Betty Green, Carol Grace, Maurice Kindleyside, Richard Simpson,  

Rose Harrison and David Bode 
 May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

BENEFICE BULLETIN 

13th March 2022 

C   R  F   S  S   L  
Collect 
Almighty God, you show to those who are in error the light of your truth, that they 
may return to the way of righteousness: grant to all those who are admitted into 
the fellowship of Christ’s religion, that they may reject those things that are   
contrary to their profession, and follow all such things as are agreeable to the  
same; through our Lord Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
First reading - Genesis 15.1–12,17–18 

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, ‘Do not be afraid, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.’ 2But Abram said, ‘O Lord God, 
what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 
Damascus?’3And Abram said, ‘You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in 
my house is to be my heir.’ 4But the word of the Lord came to him, ‘This man shall not be 
your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.’ 5He brought him outside 
and said, ‘Look towards heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.’ Then 
he said to him, ‘So shall your descendants be.’ 6And he believed the Lord; and 
the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.  7 Then he said to him, ‘I am the Lord who 
brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.’ 8But he said, 
‘O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?’ 9He said to him, ‘Bring me a 
heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtle-dove, 
and a young pigeon.’ 10He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half 
over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 11And when birds of prey came 
down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.  12 As the sun was going down, a deep 
sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying darkness descended upon him.  
17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire-pot and a flaming torch 
passed between these pieces. 18On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, 
saying, ‘To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the 
river Euphrates, 
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Second reading -  Philippians 3.17 – 4.1 
 Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the 
example you have in us. 18For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often 
told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. 19Their end is destruction; their god 
is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 20But 
our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 21He will transform the body of our humiliation so that it may be 
conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things 
subject to himself.   41Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my 
joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.  
 

Gospel reading -  Luke 13.31–35 
At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, ‘Get away from here, for Herod 
wants to kill you.’ 32He said to them, ‘Go and tell that fox for me, “Listen, I am casting out 
demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. 
33Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible 
for a prophet to be killed away from Jerusalem.” 34Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that 
kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather 
your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not 
willing! 35See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time 
comes when you say, “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. ’ 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
Almighty God,  you see that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves: 
keep us both outwardly in our bodies, and inwardly in our souls; that we may be 
defended from all adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil 
thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Today's Old Testament and Epistle passages follow the theme of trust in God's promises. The 
Gospel reading is largely a collection of fragmentary sayings of Jesus about his destiny in       
Jerusalem – which we observe at the end of Lent. 

Genesis 15.1-12, 17-18  
At the beginning of this passage Abram is beginning to doubt the promise made by God in 
chapter 12 that, despite old age and childlessness, he would become the father of a great      
nation who would have a land to dwell in. Now Abram meets with God in a vision. The passage 
ends with Abram in a 'deep sleep' – using the same unusual word as in Adam's sleep when God 
ripped a rib (or side) from him (Genesis 2.21). Whatever the word, Abram met God and it would 
have been terrifying. Without children of his own, Abram appointed Eliezer, a slave, to be his 
heir. The word translated 'of Damascus' is actually untranslatable. God reassures Abram that 
his promise is sure: he will have a son as an heir, a promise fulfilled first in 16.15 with the birth 
of Ishmael and fully redeemed in 21.3 when his wife Sarai (by now renamed Sarah, just as 
Abram had been renamed Abraham in 17.5 and 17.15) gave birth to Isaac. We must wait six 
chapters for Isaac's birth, but the key to chapter 15 is that, improbable as the promise seems, 
Abram believes it will happen and God counts him a righteous man. The New Testament writers 
see Abraham as a model of faithfulness (Hebrews 11.8-10) and Paul especially uses verse 6 to 
reinforce his argument about how God counts us as righteous: through faith, trusting God's 
promises (Galatians 3.6, Romans 4.3). 

The second half of the passage presents a primitive ritual for establishing a covenant (echoed in 
Jeremiah 34.17ff.) which seems to come from a different hand from verses 1-6. A number of  
animals (all of which can be used in other circumstances as sacrifices acceptable to God) are 
slaughtered and split in two. The halves are laid opposite each other to form a passageway. The 
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Service Times and Venues 
Thursdays 10am BCP communion at St Gregory’s 

 

 

 

  
Morning Services -                     

St Gregory's, Bedale  
Morning Services - St Mary's,    

St John's and Burrill 
16.00—Evensong           

conference call 

13th 
March 9:15am St Gregory's #*F Burrill Church * 

20th 
March 9:15am St Gregory's #*F 

10:45 St Mary’s, TW #* 
St Mary’s, TW * 

27th 
March 

9:15am St Gregory's #*F 
9 am Burrill Church # 

St John's, Leeming * 
10:45 St Mary’s TW  #* 

# Communion  * conference call   F Facebook  

10:45 St Mary’s TW #*   

11am  St John's, Leeming 

two partners of the covenant – here God and Abram – pass between the carcasses to estab-
lish their bond. Abram is anaesthetised in his sleep and God is represented by fire, as with 
the burning bush in Exodus 3 and with the tongues of fire at Pentecost (Acts 2.3).  This ritual 
confirms God's choice of Abram, but the general point is the free and unconditional nature of 
the choice: it is a grace and Abram's 'reward' is a free gift. All Abram has to do is believe it 
and trust God. 
 
Philippians 3.17 – 4.1 
Now Paul tells us to 'stand firm in the Lord' (4.1). He warns about the citizens of this world 
who are set on earthly things, whose god is their belly and who hate the cross. It all sounds 
very modern. The preceding verses (3.15f.) show that Paul, writing from prison around AD 58 
towards the end of his life, is concerned that, in the face of this opposition, those in the com-
munity should be faithful to what they attained and that they should all be of a like mind. He 
recommends that they imitate him and those who follow Paul's own example. Although Paul 
held Roman citizenship as did the citizens of Philippi, he tells them their ultimate citizenship 
(politeuma) is in heaven. And their Lord is not Caesar but Jesus Christ, from whom salvation 
comes. 

Luke 13.31-35 
The Pharisees, religious enthusiasts and lay people who studied the Torah, are generally 
shown in opposition to Jesus, but here a sympathetic group warns Jesus to clear off because 
Herod intends to kill him – he had already killed John the Baptist. This is not Herod the 
Great, who had died long before, but one of his sons, Herod Antipas, who ruled in Galilee  
until AD 39. 

Jesus' reply seems to be a composite of separate sayings that don't fit together very  
smoothly. Verse 32 suggests that Jesus has a job to do and will not be deflected by Herod's 
threat. The phrase 'on the third day' is a Hebrew expression meaning 'in a short while': he will 
finish his work in a short while, but later Christian readers would see an obvious link to the 
resurrection. 

Verse 33 suggests that Jesus is not going to hang about because a prophet (himself) cannot 
be killed outside Jerusalem – his destiny is not to be killed by Herod in Galilee. Luke throws 
in a lament about Jerusalem and a quotation from Psalm 118 which links this passage to   
Jesus' entry into the city. 
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Please consider donating the following 
items  

· Hot dogs 

· Biscuits 

· Coffee 

· Orange / Blackcurrant Squash 

· Jars of Spicy Sauce 

· Rice 

· Fray Bentos Chicken Pies 

· Sponge Puddings 

www.hambletonfoodshare.org.uk 

E mail: info@hambletonfoodshare.org.uk  

or ring 07514 244158  

Please also check all items are in date – Thanks very 
much 

TUESDAY TOGETHERNESS - LUNCH LECTURES 

As part of our Tuesday Togetherness we will be offering a short    
lecture followed by a simple but wholesome lunch.  The dates are as 
follows: Tuesday 15th March; Tuesday 22nd March; Tuesday 29th 
March and Tuesday 5th April.   

DONATIONS FOR THE EASTER LILLIES  

Donations towards the cost of the Easter lillies for St Gregory’s Church 
would be appreciated.  Donations can be given to the Parish office; to the 
church wardens or Rector. Thank you   Christine Isbister 

Coffee Morning St John’s Church Leeming  

Thursday 17th March  -  10:00 - 11:30  

APM and PCC No ces 

St Gregory’s APM will be held on Monday 4th April at 7pm.  PCC volunteers are needed to fill   
various posi ons, please speak to the rector for more informa on. 

All dona ons gratefully received. 


