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Fourth Sunday of Lent—Mothering Sunday 

Bedale, Burrill, Leeming and Thornton Watlass  
Church News for 

O  P  A  A  F  
Bel Newman, Marge Craddock, Lucy, Lesley Hall, John Hall, Alan Blanchard,  

Delma Bode, Fr Simon Gurd, Lynne Riddlestone, Olive Robinson & Barbara Jaques. 

RIP 
Audrey Dewhurst, Maurice Kindleysides, Richard Simpson,& David Bode 

 May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

BENEFICE BULLETIN 

27th March 2022 

C   R  F    S   L  
Collect 
Merciful Lord, absolve your people from their offences, that through your bountiful 
goodness we may all be delivered from the chains of those sins which by our 
frailty we have committed; grant this, heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our  
blessed Lord and Saviour, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

First Reading - Joshua 5.9–12                                                                                                    
The Lord said to Joshua, ‘Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.’ And 
so that place is called Gilgal to this day.  While the Israelites were encamped in Gilgal 
they kept the passover in the evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of 
Jericho.  On the day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the 
land, unleavened cakes and parched grain.  The manna ceased on the day they ate the 
produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the 
land of Canaan that year.  
 

Second Reading -  2 Corinthians 5.16–21 
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we 
once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if 
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, 
everything has become new!  All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was 
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 
entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.  So we are ambassadors for Christ, since 
God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God.  For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.   
 

Gospel reading -  Luke 15.1–3,11b–32 
Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the 
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.’  So he told them this parable:  Then Jesus said, ‘There was a man who 
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had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, “Father, give me the share of the 
property that will belong to me.” So he divided his property between them.  A few days 
later the younger son gathered all he had and travelled to a distant country, and there he 
squandered his property in dissolute living.  When he had spent everything, a severe 
famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need.  So he went and 
hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed 
the pigs.  He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and 
no one gave him anything.  But when he came to himself he said, “How many of my 
father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I 
will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of 
your hired hands.’ ”  So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his 
father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and 
kissed him.  Then the son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his slaves, 
“Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet.  And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate;  for 
this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!” And they began 
to celebrate.  ‘Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached 
the house, he heard music and dancing.  He called one of the slaves and asked what 
was going on.  He replied, “Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted 
calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.”  Then he became angry and refused 
to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him.  But he answered his father, 
“Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never 
disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I 
might celebrate with my friends.  But when this son of yours came back, who has 
devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!”  Then the 
father said to him, “Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.  But we 
had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to 
life; he was lost and has been found.” ’ 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
Lord God, whose blessed Son our Saviour gave his back to the smiters and did 
not hide his face from shame: give us grace to endure the sufferings of this 
present time with sure confidence in the glory that shall be revealed; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

C    R   
The Prodigal Son is a story familiar to all of us and movingly depicted in art, drama and dance. We like 
stories like this; ones with happy endings where people come to their senses and are restored to the 
family.  But that isn’t how it always happens, is it? We know of many estrangements between fathers 
and sons, mothers and daughters. A mother recently phoned her ex husband whom she had divorced 
many years ago. She wanted to have his help to restore her rela onship with her lost daughter; but, as 
her husband told her, “That ship has sailed.” Her daughter was no longer interested, and there was     
apparently nothing her mother could do to change that. The parable emphasizes that God is not like that 
in how God loves us. God desires our return, which is one of the themes of Lent. We, like sheep, have 
gone astray. Now, deep in Lent some of us begin to learn the cost. We are hungry for the bread of life; 
weary of the cheap and tawdry excesses that we choose because that is what we are taught is living by 
the world. Today we are invited to holy living, a turning around, and a return to sanity; a restora on of 
our rela onship with our creator and redeemer. Even though we took the cheap route and asked for 
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Service Times and Venues 
Thursdays 10am BCP communion at St Gregory’s 

  
Morning Services -                     

St Gregory's, Bedale  
Morning Services - St Mary's,    

St John's and Burrill 
16.00—Evensong           

conference call 

27th 
March 

9:15am St Gregory's #*F 9 am Burrill Church # 
St John's, Leeming *  

9:15am St Gregory's #*F 10:45 St Mary’s TW  #* 

3rd April 
8am St Gregory's # 10:45 St Mary’s TW 

St Gregory’s, Bedale *  
 9.15am St Gregory's  #*F 11am  St John's, Leeming #* 

10th 
April 

9:15am St Gregory's #*F 10:45 St Mary’s TW #* Burrill Church * 

# Communion  * conference call   F Facebook  

grace in advance, even though we tried it all in our flagrant lives of spending and using the resources 
we should have husbanded and shared, there is a pull to return. Perhaps you have decided Lent hasn’t 
worked out for you this year. There were too many distrac ons: projects at work, income taxes,       
wintery weather, stress, nothing offered at Church you were interested in – the list can be as long as 
you like. Maybe next year. Or, maybe now? All it takes for the prodigal son is to turn around. Just one 
ac on changes everything. He has a speech rehearsed, but picture in your mind the father seeing his 
son from afar and running to meet him. Do you think he waited for the son’s speech? Of course not. 
He ran to him and embraced him. The me to talk came later. In one sequence from a ballet version of 
this story the son crawls up to his father, then the son climbs up onto him, and his father, who is  
wearing a voluptuous robe, embraces his son un l he is completely enfolded in the robe. That is the 
vision that awaits us. So, harmony restored and back in the fold, life for us can go on. But that is not 
why we have the story of the Prodigal Son today. The inten on of this parable is more than just a    
restora on of rela onships with a loving God. The passage from Second Corinthians begins with the 
words: “From now on, we regard no one from a human point of view, we are ambassadors for Christ, 
since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” 
This business of being reconciled isn’t about us as much as it is about what we are commissioned to 
do. We are to be ambassadors for Christ. Or, as we are instructed in the Catechism in the Book of 
Common Prayer, we are “to represent Christ and his Church; to bear witness to him wherever [we] 
may be.” We cannot do this without our rela onship with God and each other, and that restora on 
gives us the energy and guidance to do the work for which we were bap zed. As is o en said, “You 
may be the best Chris an someone has ever met.” And then, like the father in the parable, we wait 
pa ently, prayerfully, for the return of those to whom we are sent. Lent is not just about each of our 
journeys and us. It is also about to whom we are sent and how we minister to the other, the stranger, 
the friend, the family member who see no need for a rela onship with God or the community of faith. 
It is about having the strength to give a cup of cold water to the least and the lost. It is about            
sorrowing over what we have done to crea on and finding ways to help restore it. It is about sewing 
seeds of hope in the midst of darkness and chaos. So far Lent may have been nothing to you. But today 
determine it is the me for you to approach the holy table with repentance and faith that God meets 
you and will feed you with the body of Christ, the bread of heaven. Savour this moment as a me 
when God is reaching out to you, hoping you will return. Let God’s arms enfold you, and feel the       
removal of all your sins. Then, having been fed the bread of life, walk out the door into God’s world 
prepared to be an ambassador for Christ. The Spirit will direct you to whom you are to go. Amen.  
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· Hot dogs 

· Biscuits 

· Coffee 

· Orange / Blackcurrant Squash 

· Jars of Spicy Sauce 

· Rice 

· Fray Bentos Chicken Pies 

· Sponge Puddings 

· Shampoo 

www.hambletonfoodshare.org.uk 

E mail: info@hambletonfoodshare.org.uk  

or ring 07514 244158  

Please also check all items are in date – Thanks very 
much 

Thank you - all donations are gratefully received.  However we specifically need 
the following items:  

TUESDAY TOGETHERNESS - LUNCH LECTURES 

As part of our Tuesday Togetherness we will be offering a short lecture  

followed by a simple but wholesome lunch.  The dates are as follows:  

Tuesday 29th March and Tuesday 5th April.      

DONATIONS FOR THE EASTER LILIES  

Donations towards the cost of the Easter Lilies for St Gregory’s 
Church would be appreciated.  Donations can be given to the 
Parish office; to the church wardens or Rector. Thank you  

Christine Isbister 

LENT LUNCH  
St. Mary's Church, Thornton Watlass 

Saturday 2nd April from 12noon in the Village Hall. Soups and Puds.  
Everyone welcome. 


