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Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Bedale, Burrill, Leeming and Thornton Watlass  
Church News for 

O  P  A  A  F  
Bel Newman, Marge Craddock, Lucy, Lesley Hall, John Hall, Alan Blanchard, Jenny 
Delma Bode, Fr Simon Gurd, Lynne Riddlestone, Olive Robinson & Barbara Jaques. 

RIP 
Audrey Dewhurst, and David Bode 

 May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

BENEFICE BULLETIN 

3rd April 2022 

C   R  F   F  S   L  

Collect 
Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ  
delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 
we may triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.  Amen. 
 

First Reading - Isiah 43 v 16-21 
Thus says the LORD,  who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, who 
brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are 
extinguished, quenched like a wick: Do not remember the former things, or consider the 
things of old.  I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. The wild animals will honour 
me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, 
to give drink to my chosen people, the people whom I formed for myself so that they 
might declare my praise.  
 

Second Reading  -  Philippians 3 v 4-14          
even though I, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh.  If anyone else has reason to 
be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the 
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, 
blameless.  Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of 
Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I 
regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power 
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of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if 
somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.  Not that I have already obtained 
this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ 
Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but 
this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I 
press on towards the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

Gospel - John 12 v 1-8     
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he 
had raised from the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus 
was one of those at the table with him. 3Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of 
pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with 
the fragrance of the perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was 
about to betray him), said, 5‘Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and 
the money given to the poor?’ 6(He said this not because he cared about the poor, but 
because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into 
it.) 7Jesus said, ‘Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of 
my burial. 8You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.  
 

Post Communion Prayer 
Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us that what we do for the least of our brothers 
and sisters we do also for you: give us the will to be the servant of others as you 
were the servant of all, and gave up your life and died for us, but are alive and 
reign, now and for ever.  Amen. 

C    R   

A mood of yearning expectancy, coloured by dark shadows of apprehension, marks today's 
readings. In the previous two weeks we have been reminded of the possibility of rejoicing in the 
life-giving God, even when fulfilment of life seems far off, and the reality of his forgiving love 
which draws us into the costly process of extending his reconciliation to others. Now we look 
ahead to Jesus' death and resurrection through the eyes of Biblical writers and of Jesus himself, 
who saw, with stark clarity, that God's new future does not come without pain and trauma, but 
through it. 

Old Testament  Isaiah 43.16-21 
God promises that he is 'about to do a new thing' (v. 19) – referring to Israel's imminent            
deliverance from exile. To those who had held on to their hope in the Lord, this would be a    
wonderful thought; to those who had settled comfortably into life in Babylon it might well have 
been a disturbing one (and the notion will correspondingly be received differently by different 
people today). 

But, for either group, was it a believable thought? It should have been. God had led them 
through the sea (v. 16) and defeated armies (v. 17), so could he not protect and provide for 
them in the desert between Babylon and Judea (vv. 19-20)? He has shaped them as a people 
(v. 21), so their failure will not hinder his action. The problem, however, was that Israel got so 
used to the 'old' things (v. 18) that it was difficult to believe that anything truly new could happen. 
The forces of politics and nature seemed stacked against them. As we contemplate the         
'new thing' God did in raising Jesus from the dead, we should not underestimate the pain and       
bewilderment of the disciples, of people today, and indeed of Jesus himself, which can make 
believing in the God of the 'new thing' so difficult. 



3 

 

Psalm 126 
Whatever historical period this psalm originated in, it poignantly voices the mixture of pain and 
joy which is characteristic of the 'present moment', not only for Israel, but for the Church too.  
Israel had known many deliverances in which they could rejoice (v. 3). The surrounding nations 
recognised the remarkable things Yahweh, their God, had done for them (v. 2), but now, again 
they cry out with tears for him to act (vv. 4-6). They are in a barren place, perhaps literally, often 
metaphorically, calling for streams like those which irrigated the Negeb desert (v. 4). Yet the 
memory of Yahweh's past goodness inspires hope. There may be little evidence of 'fruit' in     
any sense, yet they can surely have trust in the God-given rhythm of harvest following sowing 
                     (vv. 5-7)
New Testament  Philippians 3.4b-14 
Paul has wholeheartedly taken up Isaiah's challenge 'Do not remember the former  things'  
 (Isaiah 43.18). He regards as 'rubbish' all the things he previously valued so much about his 
Jewish heritage (vv. 4-8) – so decisive is God's 'new thing' in Christ. Yet 'new things' continue. 
Paul longs to go on sharing with Christ in the pain and death of the 'old', so that he might share 
fully in his resurrection (vv. 9-14). His words remind us that the cross continues beyond Easter, 
but that as we struggle ahead to our goal, we will taste in Christ the power of the new (v. 10). 
 

Gospel  John 12.1-8 
Jesus senses that his death is near (v. 7). But will this death presage a 'new thing' – like a seed 
dying prior to bearing fruit (v. 24)? Or will it be just another in a long line of apparently        
meaningless human deaths? Lazarus's recent experience (v. 1), for those with eyes to see, 
must already have shaken people's sense of the 'possible'. Mary's act (v. 3) certainly shows that 
she had seen this, and recognised that Jesus himself was at the heart of the 'new thing' God 
was doing. She decided to use the perfume, apparently purchased at extravagant cost (v. 5) in 
anticipation of his death (v. 7), to demonstrate her love for him while he lived. 

Judas Iscariot, however, still thought of 'old things' – including what seems to us the worthy act 
of almsgiving (vv. 4 and 5). The note about Judas' thieving in verse 6, unique to John's account, 
implies that his concern for the poor was not genuine, and so slightly softens the shock of Jesus' 
words in verse 8, 'You always have the poor with you'. But the 'new thing' God is doing in Jesus 
must be fitly acknowledged. Christian testimony and service is indeed never the mere equivalent 
of humanitarianism. The personal love poured out by Mary in response to Jesus prepares us to 
see the anguish of his crucifixion in terms of the personal love he will pour out for all, and to    
respond personally to him. This will transcend and refresh all our duties to each other – a new 

  Morning Services -                     
St Gregory's, Bedale  

Morning Services - St Mary's,    
St John's and Burrill 

18.30—Evensong           
conference call 

3rd 
April 

8am St Gregory's # 10:45 St Mary’s Thornton 
Watlass 

St Gregory’s, Bedale * 
 9.15am St Gregory's  #*F 11am  St John's, Leeming #* 

10th 
April 9:15am St Gregory's #*F 10:45 St Mary’s Thornton 

Watlass #* Burrill Church * 

17th 
April 9:15am St Gregory's #*F 

10:45 St Mary’s Thornton 
Watlass #* St Mary’s Thornton 

Watlass * 
11am  St John's, Leeming 

# Communion  * conference call   F Facebook  

Service Times and Venues 

Thursdays 10:30am BCP communion at St Gregory’s 
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Deanery Prayers 

at St Mary’s,  

Thornton Watlass 

Wednesday 

27th April 

11am 

Everyone Welcome! 

TUESDAY TOGETHERNESS - 
LUNCH LECTURES 

As part of our Tuesday      
Togetherness we will be        
offering a short lecture        
followed by a simple but 
wholesome lunch.  The final 
date is Tuesday 5th April.   

DONATIONS FOR THE EASTER LILIES  

Donations towards the cost of the Easter Lilies for  

St Gregory’s Church would be appreciated.  Donations can 
be given to the Parish office; to the church wardens or Rector.  

Thank you.  Christine Isbister 

NOTICES 

St Gregory’s needs volunteers to fill 5 PCC posi ons — 2 of these are for 2 years, 3 of these are 
for 3 years.    Please speak to the Rector for more informa on. 

UPCOMING APCM DATES 

Leeming—Sunday 3rd April— A er morning service 

Bedale —Monday 4th April 2022—7pm in Chantry Hall. 

Thornton Watlass — Sunday 10th April 2022—A er morning service 

Burrill —Sunday 10th April 2022—7pm Burrill Church 

As many of you know the church sponsors 
a child through Compassion.  The latest 
letter is displayed on the notice board at 
the back of church.  We would encourage 
you all to pray regularly for Henrique, his 
family and the work of Compassion         
International.  If you would like any more 
information on Henrique 
please  

see Sarah Ryder. 


