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Day of Pentecost 

Bedale, Burrill, Leeming and Thornton Watlass  
Church News for 

Our Prayers Are Asked For 
Bel Newman, Marge Craddock, Lucy, Lesley Hall, John Hall, Jenny, Delma Bode, 

 Fr Simon Gurd, Lynne Riddlestone, Olive Robinson, Barbara Jaques,  
Sandra Lowe and Christine Isbister. 

RIP 
 Lorna Dwyer and Paddy Pelly. 

 May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

BENEFICE BULLETIN 

5th June 2022 

Collect and Readings For Day of Pentecost 

Collect 

God, who as at this time taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending to 

them the light of your Holy Spirit: grant us by the same Spirit to have a right 

judgement in all things and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; through the 

merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

First Reading - Acts 2.1–21                                                                                         

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly 

from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 

house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 

tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews 

from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd 

gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 

language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are 

speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 

Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 

Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 

Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our 

own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All were amazed 

and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But others sneered and 

We remember the residents and workers in care homes throughout the Benefice: those 
individuals we know and those residing or working at Leeming Bar Grange; 

Leeming Garth; The Millings; Bedale Grange and Greenwell House,  
Leeming Bar Grange, Bedale Grange, Oaklands and Benkhill Lodge 
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said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice 

and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to 

you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only 

nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

“In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,  and 

your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and 

your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those 

days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the 

heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun 

shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great 

and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

Second Reading -  Romans 8.14–17                                                                             

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a 

spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we 

cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children 

of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we 

suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.  

Gospel Reading  John 14.8–17 

Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’ Jesus said to him, 

‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has 

seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”?  Do you not 

believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do 

not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I 

am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of 

the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the 

works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the 

Father.  I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the 

Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. ‘If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be 

with you for ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 

neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will 

be in you. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

Faithful God, who fulfilled the promises of Easter by sending us your Holy Spirit 

and opening to every race and nation the way of life eternal: open our lips by your 

Spirit, that every tongue may tell of your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

A New Order 

The story of Acts 2 portrays in dramatic form the nature of the new order ushered in by Christ. It 

points to realities which often do not appear so significant on the surface, which may indeed be 

invisible, but are even more powerful than the outward signs of wind and flame and tongues 

seen at Pentecost. 
 

Commentary on the Readings  
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Creation 

First, the events of that day were the sign of a new creation. The coming of the wind and the   

filling of the Spirit (Acts 2.2,4) are reminiscent of the Spirit of God hovering over the face of the 

waters in Genesis 1.2, as the formless void is about to be transformed into an ordered universe. 

It was by his Spirit that God continued to renew life on earth (Psalm 104.30). Pentecost reminds 

and assures us that whatever the world may seem like, we live in a universe in which God is at 

work to re-create and re-order that which had become unravelled and distorted. 
 

Unification 

Second, these events were the sign of a new unification of human beings.  Genesis 11.1-9 tells 

the story of how, following a proud attempt to achieve strength and unity through a city and a 

tower stretching up into the sky, Yahweh scattered the people of earth and confused their 

speech.  It is a striking expression of faith in the determination of God, who has made humans 

in his image (Genesis1.27), not to allow them to exceed that calling and so bring disaster on  

themselves by forgetting their creator.  God's scattering and confusion of the people at Babel, 

like other acts recorded of him, might seem like the punishment of a petty-minded, vindictive  

deity.  But the Old Testament does not see it like that.  Isaiah 2.6-22, for example, warns fiercely 

of the Lord's hostility to all creaturely pride, but this comes after a vision of what the exaltation of 

the Lord's mountain will mean: unity, justice and peace (Isaiah 2.1-5). Justice must be the path 

to peace – without one, you will never arrive at the other.  As justice is so difficult to achieve, 

peace is also elusive.  In Acts 2, the curse of Babel is reversed as people of different languages 

find that they can hear and understand news of God's wonderful works told by ordinary         

Galileans (vv. 5-13). It is only a beginning, but here we see that at last the necessary process of 

purgation and humiliation is complete, and God can begin to unite those whom he had once 

scattered. 
 

Adoption 

Third, the events of Pentecost were a sign of adoption.  The Spirit is the Spirit of God himself. 

He has not 'begotten' us in the manner of a physical father, but he has now come down into his  

creation, within and among his people, to take us into his family in a fresh way (cf. Rm 8.14-17).  

His status as King and Father was always implied in his very creatorship, and his establishment 

of the covenant partnership with human beings (Genesis 1.26,27).  Now this protective                

relationship with us is known with a new intimacy. This intimacy had been known by some in 

times past, but now the Spirit is poured out on all who will receive him (Acts 2.17,18,38). 
     

The Fulfilment of Promises 

Finally, Pentecost signals the fulfilment of promises. First there were the promises of a new  

covenant, attended by the Spirit, in various places in the Old Testament. Peter here cites the 

promise of Joel 2.28-32. The time of extraordinary God-events has now dawned. Peter's use of 

Joel's prophecy to explain the apostles' multilingual proclamation draws attention to the seeing 

and speaking which the Spirit enables (Acts 2.17,18). People of all kinds may now receive direct 

insight into the reality of God, along with the ability to speak of it.  However, people should not 

think that the final 'great and glorious day' of Yahweh has yet come (v.20).  We are in the time 

leading up to it, but still more striking signs await (vv. 19, 20).  Second, there were the promises 

of Jesus himself.  In an often sceptical world (Acts 2.13) the Spirit comes to the disciples        

precisely as the Helper or Advocate, the one who stands alongside them to give weight to their 

witness and assurance to their trembling hearts (John 14.16).  He does not come automatically 

to 'the world', but he comes to the disciples, not as some new force or even new friend, but one 

whom they know already, precisely because they know Jesus (John 14.17).  Thus Peter, having 

quoted Joel concerning the Spirit, will go on to speak of Jesus (Acts 2.22-36).  Pentecost was 

unique, the Church's launchpad.  But the Spirit of new creation, of unity, of adoption and          

fulfilment, the Spirit of the Father and of Jesus, remains with us still. 
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Thornton Watlass Choral  

Group Concert 

Friday 24th June at 7.30pm 

St. Mary's Church.  

Tickets £10, to include refreshments    
Contact Christine Carruthers on 01677 

423519. 

Contact the Rector on 01677 998175 

samoor@bedale.church 

Service Times and Venues 
Thursdays 10:30am BCP communion at St Gregory’s 

  
Morning Services -                     

St Gregory's, Bedale  

Morning Services - St Mary's,    St John's and 

Burrill 

18.30—Evensong           

conference call 

5th June 
8am St Gregory's # 10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* 

St Gregory’s, Bedale * 
 9.15am St Gregory's  #*F 11am  St John's, Leeming # 

12th June 9:15am St Gregory's #*F 10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* Burrill Church * 

19th June 9:15am St Gregory's #*F 
10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* St Mary’s Thornton 

Watlass * 11am  St John's, Leeming 
# Communion  * conference call   F Facebook  

Wensleydale Filling Station 
Thornborough Hall, Moor Road,  Leyburn   DL8 5AB        7.00 – 9.00pm 

Next Meeting:  Friday 10th June 2022, 7-9pm.    Speaker:    Brian Wilson 
Brian, together with his wife Janice, came to faith in their late teens in an Anglican church in 
Sheffield and have been active members of the same church ever since.  Brian has served there 
as a Lay Minister for the last 4 decades. After an early career in (what became) Fujitsu, he moved 
to a senior position with IVP (the publisher of the Bible Speaks Today, the Tyndale  Commentary 
series and most of John Stott’s writings) spending 13 years as the Chief Executive. He has just 
retired from his role as Operations Manager with St Hild College, helping to train around 160 students for church 
leadership across the Yorkshire region. 

RIPON DURHAM YORK  The Rector’s Three    Cathedral Pilgimage 
14-17 June, I will be undertaking a pilgrimage, walking from Durham Cathedral to   York 
Minster via Ripon Cathedral.  The pilgrimage will give me time to think and    appreciate 
the expanse of three major northern dioceses.  I hope others will join me along the way.  
My starting point each day is in order Durham, Piercebridge, Bedale and Boroughbridge. 

 

If you could help with Sponsorship please collect a form from church, the pro-
ceeds are to the Pendragon Community Trust  and the Bedale Benefice Churches. 

Notices 


