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Trinity Sunday 

Bedale, Burrill, Leeming and Thornton Watlass  
Church News for 

Our Prayers Are Asked For 
Bel Newman, Marge Craddock, Lucy, Lesley Hall, John Hall, Jenny, Delma Bode, 

 Fr Simon Gurd, Lynne Riddlestone, Olive Robinson, Barbara Jaques,  
Sandra Lowe and Christine Isbister. 

RIP 
Elsbeth Heron and Paddy Pelly. 

 May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

BENEFICE BULLETIN 

12th June 2022 

Collect and Readings For Trinity Sunday 

Collect 

Almighty and everlasting God, you have given us your servants grace, by the 

confession of a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity and in the 

power of the divine  majesty to worship the Unity: keep us steadfast in this faith, 

that we may evermore be defended from all adversities; through Jesus Christ your 

Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever.  Amen 

First Reading - Proverbs 8.1–4,22–31 

Does not wisdom call,  and does not understanding raise her voice?  On the heights, 

beside the way, at the crossroads she takes her stand; beside the gates in front of the 

town, at the entrance of the portals she cries out: ‘To you, O people, I call, and my cry is 

to all that live. The Lord created me at the beginning of his work, the first of his acts of 

long ago.  Ages ago I was set up,  at the first, before the beginning of the earth.  When 

there were no depths I was brought forth, when there were no springs abounding with 

water.  Before the mountains had been shaped,  before the hills, I was brought forth - 

when he had not yet made earth and fields, or the world’s first bits of soil. When he 

established the heavens, I was there, when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, 

when he made firm the skies above, when he established  the fountains of the deep, 

when he assigned to the sea its limit, so that the waters might not transgress his 

command, when he marked out the foundations of the earth, then I was beside him, like a 

master worker;  and I was daily his delight,  rejoicing before him always, rejoicing in his 

inhabited world and delighting in the human race.   

 

Second Reading -  Romans 5.1–5 

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; 
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and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also 

boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance 

produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has 

been given to us.  
 

Gospel Reading -  John 16.12–15  

I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of 

truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will 

speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will 

glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has 

is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

Almighty and eternal God, you have revealed yourself as Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, and live and reign in the perfect unity of love: hold us firm in this faith, that 

we may know you in all your ways and evermore rejoice in your eternal glory, who 

are three Persons yet one God, 

Commentary on the Readings  

 

Today's readings remind us that all we are and hope to be comes from God as Trinity. The    

passage from Proverbs introduces us to the woman called Wisdom, one expression of the     

creative role of the Spirit within the Godhead. The Psalm celebrates the exalted place of women 

and men in the created order. The Epistle and Gospel explore how we come to share in the 

Sonship of Christ, and thus in the life of the Trinity itself. 

 

Proverbs 8.1-4,22-31  

Wisdom is not a human achievement but a divine gift offered to all. Wisdom is like a  wandering 

teacher who comes to a city and seeks to recruit students (vv. 1-4).  In all the most public places 

(the reference to 'heights' in verse 2 is probably to the highest point in a city, perhaps the city 

walls).  Wisdom looks for those willing to learn. This is the only  entry qualification, and those 

who are simple or lacking in intelligence can become good students in this school (8.5).  Thus 

Wisdom seeks us out, offering a God-given way for society to be ordered (8.15-17) and for     

individuals to live (8.32-36).  Wisdom can do this because she was God's first offspring (vv. 22-

31), created before the earth was made. She can advise human beings how to live because she 

has the knowledge that comes from seeing the act of creation and participating in it as God's 

partner (v. 30).  Her advice now reflects nature itself, for divine order and stability were built into 

the universe through her. Wisdom was present when God established, drew, made firm,         

assigned and marked out the different aspects of creation (v. 29).  Many scholars think that the 

evangelist drew on this picture of Wisdom in expressing the truth about the role of the             

pre-existent Christ in creation as the Word (logos) in John 1.1-18.    

The picture of wisdom as a woman drawn here forms a contrast to the portrait of the adulterous 

wife in the previous chapter.  Both compete for the attention of the young man, but the way of 

the adulteress leads to death (7.28), while that of Wisdom leads to life and the Lord's favour 

(8.35).  Wisdom rejoices and delights in human beings (v. 31). When people follow her path all 

is right, for they are being who they were meant to be, fulfilling God's intentions for them. The 
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idea that it is either right or conducive to human happiness for men and women to chart their 

own course in life is utterly alien to the text. 

 

Romans 5.1-5 

Paul names three benefits that flow from justification by faith. The first is peace with God (v. 1) 

and the second is the grace in which the believers stand (v. 2).  Grace is God's undeserved 

kindness towards us, but Paul develops the idea so that this divine attitude is shown as the    

secure place upon which we can build our lives.  The third benefit is the hope of sharing the  

glory of God (v. 2). We can look forward to the 'End' confident that in Christ we will be safe from 

judgement. This hope for the future produces a particular    approach to life here and now (vv. 3-

5).   All kinds of affliction can produce positive results in character, not because they are good in 

themselves, but because they are lived in hope in God and generate yet more hope in God. 

Christians know they are eternally secure because the Holy Spirit assures their hearts that God 

loves them (v. 5). 

 

John 16.12-15 

Discovering the truth is not merely a matter of recovering the truth.  It is not simply an              

archaeological exercise.  Rather, truth is dynamic and has to be applied afresh in each new   

situation as the Church engages in mission.  In this passage we are promised that the Holy 

Spirit will guide us in this process.  And yet this is not new truth, supplementing or correcting the 

old.  It is still the same truth, expressed with freshness. It is not truth that leads us away from or 

beyond Jesus, but is rather the truth of Jesus that he shares with the Father and the Spirit. 

Service Times and Venues 
Thursdays 10:30am BCP communion at St Gregory’s 

 

  
Morning Services -                      

St Gregory's, Bedale  
Morning Services - St Mary's,  

St John's and Burrill 
18.30—Evensong  conference call 

12th June 9:15am St Gregory's #*F 10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* Burrill Church * 

19th June 9:15am St Gregory's #*F 
10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* 

St Mary’s Thornton Watlass * 
11am  St John's, Leeming 

26th June 9:15am St Gregory's #*F 
9 am Burrill Church # 

St John's, Leeming * 
10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* 

# Communion  * conference call   F Facebook  

Contact the Rector on 01677 998175 

samoor@bedale.church 
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Notices 

Thornton Watlass Choral  

Group Concert 

Friday 24th June at 7.30pm at St. Mary's 

Church.   Tickets cost £10, to include            

refreshments.  Please contact Christine      

Carruthers on 01677 423519. 

RIPON YORK DURHAM  The Rector’s Three    Cathedral Pilgimage 

14-17 June, I will be undertaking a pilgrimage, walking from Durham Cathedral to York 
Minster via Ripon Cathedral.  The pilgrimage will give me time to think and  appreciate 
the expanse of three major northern dioceses.  I hope others will join me along the way.  
My starting point each day may vary, but do call me on 07570810807 if you wish to join 
me at any point on the route, I will be in Bedale sometime on Wednesday. 

 

If you could help with Sponsorship please collect a form from church, the proceeds 

are to the Pendragon Community Trust  and the Bedale Benefice Churches. 

Sunday Afternoon 5pm  

Live, and later, on the Facebook Page or YouTube 

Praise & Prayer Service  

“Love, Unity and Strength” 

Help Needed 

Car driver:  Could anyone offer a lift to the       

Tuesday Togetherness coffee mornings?  We have 

a church member who needs help getting there. 

Gardening:  We are in desperate need of some 

help with the garden at the Old Grammar School.  

Please contact Sarah Ryder, or pop into the office, 

to join an occasional working party. 

Coffee Morning St John’s Church Leeming  

Thursday 16th June  -  10:00 - 11:30  

Christian Aid  'Very many thanks to everyone who helped with or contributed to 

Christian Aid Week. The envelopes raised £1,229.28, which with the street collection 

and quiz night gave a total of £1,593.38. This has been sent to Christian Aid for            

development work in the poorest parts of the world.'   John 


