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First Sunday after Trinity  

Bedale, Burrill, Leeming and Thornton Watlass  

Church News for 

Our Prayers Are Asked For 
Bel Newman, Marge Craddock, Lucy, Lesley Hall, John Hall, Jenny, Delma Bode, 

 Fr Simon Gurd, Lynne Riddlestone, Olive Robinson, Barbara Jaques,  
Sandra Lowe and Christine Isbister. 

RIP 
Elsbeth Heron, Anne Moody and Paddy Pelly. 

 May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

BENEFICE BULLETIN 

19th June 2022 

Collect 

O God, the strength of all those who put their trust in you, mercifully accept our 

prayers and, because through the weakness of our mortal nature we can do no 

good thing without you, grant us the help of your grace, that in the keeping of your 

commandments we may please you both in will and deed; through Jesus Christ 

your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

First Reading - 1 Kings 19.1–15a 

Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets with the 

sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, ‘So may the gods do to me, and 

more also, if I do not make your life like the life of one of them by this time tomorrow.’ 

Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which 

belongs to Judah; he left his servant there.   But he himself went a day’s journey into the 

wilderness, and came and sat down under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might 

die: ‘It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life, for I am no better than my ancestors.’ 

Then he lay down under the broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him 

and said to him, ‘Get up and eat.’ He looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on 

hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down again. The angel of the 

Lord came a second time, touched him, and said, ‘Get up and eat, otherwise the journey 

will be too much for you.’ He got up, and ate and drank; then he went in the strength of 

that food for forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. At that place he came 

to a cave, and spent the night there.    Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, 

‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ He answered, ‘I have been very zealous for the Lord, 

the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, 

and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to 

take it away.’    He said, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord 

is about to pass by.’ Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains 

and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after 

the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake 
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a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When 

Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance 

of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ 

He answered, ‘I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites 

have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the 

sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.’ Then the Lord said 

to him, ‘Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you 

shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 
 

Second Reading -  Galatians 3.23–29  

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would 

be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might 

be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a 

disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As many of you 

as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew 

or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of 

you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s 

offspring, heirs according to the promise.  
 

Gospel Reading -  Luke 8.26–39 

Then they arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. As he 

stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a long time he had 

worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he 

fell down before him and shouted at the top of his voice, ‘What have you to do with me, 

Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me’— or Jesus had 

commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had seized 

him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break 

the bonds and be driven by the demon into the wilds.) Jesus then asked him, ‘What is 

your name?’ He said, ‘Legion’; for many demons had entered him. They begged him not 

to order them to go back into the abyss.    Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine 

was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them 

permission. Then the demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd 

rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.    When the swineherds saw 

what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and in the country. Then people 

came out to see what had happened, and when they came to Jesus, they found the man 

from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right 

mind. And they were afraid. Those who had seen it told them how the one who had been 

possessed by demons had been healed. Then all the people of the surrounding country 

of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great fear. So he 

got into the boat and returned. The man from whom the demons had gone begged that 

he might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, ‘Return to your home, and 

declare how much God has done for you.’ So he went away, proclaiming throughout the 

city how much Jesus had done for him. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal Father, we thank you for nourishing us with these heavenly gifts: may our 

communion strengthen us in faith, build us up in hope, and make us grow in love; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Commentary on the Readings  

Today's readings show how God works for good in human lives. The Old Testament tells how 

God responds to Elijah and a woman and her son in times of urgent need.  In the Gospel, Jesus 

responds with compassion to a widow's grief, and himself raises her son from the dead.  In the 

Epistle, Paul makes it clear that it is only through God's grace that his life has been transformed. 

1 Kings 17.17-24 

Elijah goes to Zarephath because God told him that there he would find a Gentile widow to feed 

him in time of drought (17.9).  He persuades the widow and her son to share their last miserable 

meal by promising that God will provide from then on (17.14).  So it proves, yet suddenly the son 

falls ill and dies.  It seems that heaven is mocking.  Just as she cries out in anger to Elijah (v. 18), 

so he cries out in anger to God (v. 20).  And yet his prayer is simultaneously one of faith, asking 

for the boy to be restored to life (v. 21).  When his prayer is answered it not only gives the widow 

back her son, but proves finally to her that Elijah is a man of God, and that the God in whose 

name he speaks is truthful (v. 24).  Elijah and the widow have found that God is not capricious or 

malevolent, but is to be trusted even in the most extreme circumstances. 

Galatians 1.11-24  

Paul’s opponents urge circumcision on the Galatians, but it is not part of the gospel that Paul 

preaches.  In this fight for Galatian hearts and minds, Paul's own history is one of his most potent 

weapons.  His conversion to Christ was so extraordinary that it is difficult for believers to see it as 

anything other than the work of God.  The persecutor of the Church dramatically became the    

advocate of the faith he despised (23-24).  If his conversion is authentic, the gospel that was   

given in that conversion is authentic too, and the Galatians cannot doubt it without also doubting 

that Paul is a true apostle.  If Paul is not a genuine apostle then their conversions through his 

preaching were not authentic either.  Paul will not allow them the luxury of supposing that the 

gospel he preached can now be corrected, supplemented or perfected by circumcision.  It is all or 

nothing: the one true gospel or an alternative false one.  His insistence that he consulted nobody 

about his gospel (16) does not reflect any lack of esteem for others in the Church, but simply    

reinforces his earlier insistence that it is not of human origin (12).  Paul believes that his whole life 

has been determined by God's purposes.  He was chosen by God for his work as apostle to the 

Gentiles even before his birth and was called at the time that pleased God (15).  Thus, even his 

misguided zeal in persecuting the Church (13-14) was in a mysterious way within God's purposes 

and ultimately brought glory to God (24). This leads some to ask whether Paul's experience 

should properly be termed a call rather than a conversion.  In coming to Christ he is not leaving 

behind the God of Israel, and he sounds proud of his achievements as a Jew (v. 14).  It is        

certainly wrong to talk of Paul's conversion in terms of ceasing to be Jewish, but for Paul the    

decisive thing about a person is not whether they are Jew or Gentile, but whether they are in 

Christ.  This is the greatest transformation there can be and it is in his conversion that Paul is 

called to be apostle to the Gentiles.  The unique nature of that role should, however, prevent us 

from making Paul's conversion the norm for others. God may bring some to Christ in similarly 

dramatic ways, but not all. 

Luke 7.11-17 

In her son, the widow of Nain had probably lost her last visible means of support. Her situation is 

a practical as well as an emotional catastrophe. She does not approach Jesus, and even if she 

had been aware of his presence she probably would have thought that she and her son were   

beyond help. But the extremity of her situation arouses Jesus' compassion. In an act of            

grace Jesus restores her son to life and gives him back to his mother. The similarities to the 

deeds of Elijah at Zarephath seem to be appreciated by the crowd, who, although fearful, glorify 

God and conclude that Jesus is a great prophet (v. 16). However, they seem to miss the           

differences. Jesus possesses an authority beyond that of a prophet. He confidently tells the    

widow not to weep (v. 13), crosses the boundaries of ritual purity by touching the bier (v. 14), and 

addresses the corpse directly (v. 14). He does not pray to God as Elijah had done. Jesus is more 

than a prophet. He is the Lord (v. 13) who will bring salvation from death for all. 
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Thornton Watlass Choral  

Group Concert 

Friday 24th June at 7.30pm at St. Mary's 

Church.   Tickets cost £10, to include            

refreshments.  Please contact Christine      

Carruthers on 01677 423519. 

Help Needed 

Car driver:  Could anyone offer a lift to the       

Tuesday Togetherness coffee mornings?  We 

have a church member who needs help 

getting there. 

Gardening:  We are in desperate need of 

some help with the garden at the Old       

Grammar School.  Please contact Sarah Ryder, 

or pop into the office, to join an occasional 

working party. 

Christian Aid  'Very many thanks to everyone who helped with or 

contributed to Christian Aid Week. The envelopes raised £1,229.28, 

which with the street collection and quiz night gave a total of £1,593.38. 

This has been sent to Christian Aid for development work in the poorest 

parts of the world.'   John 

Service Times and Venues 

Thursdays 10:30am BCP communion at St Gregory’s 

 

19th June 9:15am St Gregory's #*F 
10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* St Mary’s Thornton Watlass * 

18.30—Evensong conference call 
11am  St John's, Leeming 

26th June  9:15am St Gregory's #*F  

9 am Burrill Church # 
St John's, Leeming * 

18.30—Evensong conference call  10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* 

8am St Gregory's # 10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* St Gregory’s, Bedale * 

18.30—Evensong conference call  
3rd July 

 9.15am St Gregory's  #*F 11am  St John's, Leeming #* 

# Communion  * conference call   F Facebook  

Contact the Rector on 01677 998175 

Quiet Day “LET GOD SPEAK”  

A Day Reflecting on hearing God speak. How would it feel to hear God? How might we hear God? What 

if God is silent? Making time to listen Led By Revd Dr Linda and Revd Ian Robinson on Thursday July 7th 

10:00 to 15:30 Light lunch and refreshments included  

To book email plantation@talk21.com , ian@highdalbyhouse.com, Or Phone 01751460001 Cost £10.00 

per head including lunch and refreshments. 

High Dalby House is a newly established place of retreat and is the home of Anglican Priests Rev Dr Lin-

da Robinson and Rev Ian Robinson High Dalby House, Dalby Forest Drives, Pickering North Yorkshire 

www.highdalbyhouse.com 


