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Second Sunday after Trinity  

Bedale, Burrill, Leeming and Thornton Watlass  

Church News for 

Our Prayers Are Asked For 
Bel Newman, Marge Craddock, Lucy, Lesley Hall, John Hall, Jenny, Delma Bode, 

 Fr Simon Gurd, Lynne Riddlestone, Olive Robinson, Barbara Jaques,  
Marjorie, Sandra Lowe and Christine Isbister. 

RIP 
Elsbeth Heron, Anne Moody and Nancy Peacock 

 May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

BENEFICE BULLETIN 

26th June 2022 

Collect 

O God, the strength of all those who put their trust in you, mercifully accept our 
prayers and, because through the weakness of our mortal nature we can do no 
good thing  without you, grant us the help of your grace, that in the keeping of your 
commandments we may please you both in will and deed; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading - 2 Kings 2.1–2,6–14 

Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and 
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay here; for the Lord has 
sent me as far as Bethel.’ But Elisha said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I 
will not leave you.’ So they went down to Bethel.  Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here; for 
the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.’ But he said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself 
live, I will not leave you.’ So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of 
prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing 
by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the 
water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry 
ground.   When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me what I may do for you, 
before I am taken from you.’ Elisha said, ‘Please let me inherit a double share of your 
spirit.’ He responded, ‘You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being 
taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.’ As they continued walking and 
talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended 
in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, ‘Father, father! The 
chariots of Israel and its horsemen!’ But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces.   He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had 
fallen from him, and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. He took the mantle 
of Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck the water, saying, ‘Where is the Lord, the 
God of Elijah?’ When he had struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and 
to the other, and Elisha went over. 
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Second Reading -  Galatians 5.1,13–25 

For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a 
yoke of slavery.  For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use 
your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to 
one another. For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, ‘You shall love 
your neighbour as yourself.’ If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that 
you are not consumed by one another.  Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the 
desires of the flesh. For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the 
Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you 
from doing what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. 
Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, 
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, 
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: 
those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  By contrast, the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self
-control. There is no law against such things. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also be 
guided by the Spirit.  
 

Gospel Reading -  Luke 9.51–62 

When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And 
he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans 
to make ready for him; but they did not receive him, because his face was set towards 
Jerusalem. When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, ‘Lord, do you want us 
to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?’  But he turned and 
rebuked them. Then they went on to another village.  As they were going along the road, 
someone said to him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes 
have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 
head.’ To another he said, ‘Follow me.’ But he said, ‘Lord, first let me go and bury my 
father.’ But Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and 
proclaim the kingdom of God.’ Another said, ‘I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say 
farewell to those at my home.’ Jesus said to him, ‘No one who puts a hand to the plough 
and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.’ 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal Father, we thank you for nourishing us with these heavenly gifts: may our 
communion strengthen us in faith, build us up in hope, and make us grow in love; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 
 

2 Kings 2.1–2,6–14 

The Elijah stories (1 Kings 17 – 2 Kings 2) describe the life of a committed monotheist who 

challenged the ways in which King Ahab risked compromising Israel's faith by absorbing 

inappropriate customs and beliefs from the wider culture of the times. This left Elijah feeling 

isolated and defensive (1 Kings 19.10).  Reassured by the self-revelation of God in the 'sound of 

sheer silence', Elijah proceeds to follow God's command to anoint two kings and a successor 

(vv. 15-16).   

Elijah finds Elisha at work. The number of oxen means his family was wealthy. Elisha would 

Commentary on the Readings  
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have much to leave behind.  The mantle was the official garment of a prophet (v. 19). The word 

used describes a cloak made of animal hair and would have been worn by royalty too.  It was a 

symbol of the significance that God placed on the words and deeds of the one who wore it. Elisha 

wishes to share this moment with his parents. This is not the same as the prevarication that 

Jesus meets with in Luke 9.  As is obvious from verse 21, Elisha wants this to be a good send-off. 

He wishes to draw his family into the honour and responsibility placed upon him.  Elijah's rather 

blunt-sounding response seems reticent.  He is simply reinforcing the importance of the moment. 

A call to become a prophet is not to be taken up lightly. It means a total change as Elisha 

demonstrates by burning the oxen and the tools of his trade.  It also means learning a new way of 

life, which Elisha does by becoming Elijah's servant, not a fellow prophet. His time would come. 

Galatians 5.1, 13-25  

This is the climax of Paul's argument in Galatians. 'For freedom Christ has set us free' might have 

been written as the headline for this letter. He is challenging the need for Christian Gentiles to 

embrace the Law of Moses in its entirety. He is demonstrating that such freedom does not open a 

way to self-centredness and vice (vv. 19-21). Freedom brings with it the responsibility to place 

that freedom at the service of others. He does not deny the importance of the Law's aspirations 

for humanity – indeed those hopes can be contained in one command (v. 14) – but he wants to 

distinguish between the principle and the practice of the Law.  Practice arises out of holding to 

certain key sources of behaviour – behaviour which may be described as walking by or living by 

the Spirit (v. 16).  This is Paul's response to working out what it means to be a Christian. 

Christians are not held captive to the traditions of the Jews, nor are they to seek compromise with 

the prevailing non-Jewish culture.  In verses 16 -18 Paul envisages that the Christian life is a 

conflict both within and without.  There are two opposing forces – rebellious human nature in one 

corner and the Spirit of God in the other.  Each results in very different ways of living.  It should 

be noted that this is not comparing like with like.  The works of the flesh are described in the 

detail of certain types of behaviour whilst the fruit of the Spirit are broad ideas.  Therefore notice 

should be taken of verse 26 where Paul lays it on the line: don't seek pious notoriety; don't 

provoke another person and don't give in to envy.  He knew who he was writing to and spelt out 

what Christian behaviour he expected of them (vv. 13- 15).  The virtues are all one fruit (v. 22). 

This is a holistic view of transformed human character.  When believers give themselves to Christ 

in faith and baptism they are united with Christ in his saving death.  Their old nature has been 

crucified (v. 24).  This is an important part of Paul's argument.  What he is saying must not be 

reduced to moral exhortation.  A new life is a product of what God has done through the cross. 

The atonement and incarnational living must be held together.  What happened then on the cross 

has immediate impact now on the believer who desires a life-changing encounter with God. How? 

By the work of the Spirit. 

 

Luke 9.51-62 

As Jesus sets his face towards Jerusalem, a key turning point in Luke's Gospel is marred by the 

prejudice of the disciples and the excuses of would-be followers.  For Jesus it was an opportunity 

to serve the Samaritans.  This would be consistent with his positive attitude toward Samaritans 

(10.25-37 and 17.16).  The village refuses.  James and John sound more like disciples of Elijah 

than those of Jesus.  They and other possible disciples have to learn that he challenges the 

conventions and beliefs of his society.  He claims priority over the worst as well as the best in life 

(v. 59-61).  Even responsibility to the family and respect for the dead come second. He expects 

single-minded devotion (v. 62). 
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St John’s Church Leeming   

Patronal Day 

Sunday 26th June - Please join 

us for refreshments after     

evensong. 

Help Needed 

Car driver:  Could anyone offer a lift to the       

Tuesday Togetherness coffee mornings?  We 

have a church member who needs help getting 

there. 

Gardening:  We are in desperate need of some 

people to join an occasional working party to 

maintain the garden at the Old Grammar 

School  

Please contact Sarah Ryder on 07949 006681 

or pop into the office. 

Service Times and Venues 

Thursdays 10:30am BCP communion at St Gregory’s 

26th June  9:15am St Gregory's #*F  
9 am Burrill Church # St John's, Leeming * 

18.30—Evensong conference call  10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* 

3rd July 8am St Gregory's # 
10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* St Gregory’s, Bedale * 

18.30—Evensong conference call  11am  St John's, Leeming #* 

10th July 9:15am St Gregory's #*F  
Burrill Church * 

18.30—Evensong conference call 
10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #*  

# Communion  * conference call   F Facebook  

Quiet Day “LET GOD SPEAK”  

A Day Reflecting on hearing God speak. How would it feel to hear God? How might we hear God? What 

if God is silent? Making time to listen Led By Revd Dr Linda and Revd Ian Robinson on Thursday July 7th 

10:00 to 15:30 Light lunch and refreshments included  

To book email plantation@talk21.com , ian@highdalbyhouse.com, Or Phone 01751460001 Cost £10.00 

per head including lunch and refreshments. 

High Dalby House is a newly established place of retreat and is the home of Anglican Priests Rev Dr Lin-

da Robinson and Rev Ian Robinson High Dalby House, Dalby Forest Drives, Pickering North Yorkshire 

www.highdalbyhouse.com 

TUESDAY TOGETHERNESS FILM CLUB 

28TH June at 2pm in Chantry 

Hall.  We will be watching ‘Belle’ 

the true story of an 18th        

century woman of mixed race, 

raised by her wealthy uncle. 

 

Thank you for your continued support.  Our 

Jubilee Jamboree raised £170 towards a    

commemorative bench and last week we were 

able to give Simon £110 towards his           

sponsored walk. 


