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Fourth Sunday after Trinity  

Bedale, Burrill, Leeming and Thornton Watlass  

Church News for 

Our Prayers Are Asked For 
Bel Newman, Marge Craddock, Lesley Hall, John Hall, Jenny, Delma Bode,  

Sandra Lowe Lynne Riddlestone, Olive Robinson, Barbara Jaques,  
Marjorie, Christine Isbister, Harry Scorer and David Disney. 

RIP 
Nancy Peacock, Carol Cartwright, Fr Simon Gurd and Lucie Tyerman. 

 May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

BENEFICE BULLETIN 

10th July 2022 

Collect 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong,  

nothing is holy: increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that with you as our 

ruler and guide we may so pass through things temporal that we lose not our hold 

on things eternal; grant this, heavenly Father, for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever.   Amen. 

 
 

First Reading - Amos 7.7–17 

This is what he showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb-line, 

with a plumb-line in his hand. And the Lord said to me, ‘Amos, what do you see?’ And I 

said, ‘A plumb-line.’ Then the Lord said, ‘See, I am setting a plumb-line in the midst of my 

people Israel; I will never again pass them by; the high places of Isaac shall be made 

desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise against the house 

of Jeroboam with the sword.’  Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam 

of Israel, saying, ‘Amos has conspired against you in the very centre of the house of 

Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. For thus Amos has said, “Jeroboam shall 

die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his land.” ’ And Amaziah said to 

Amos, ‘O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy 

there; but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple 

of the kingdom.’  Then Amos answered Amaziah, ‘I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; 

but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, and the Lord took me from 

following the flock, and the Lord said to me, “Go, prophesy to my people Israel.” ‘Now 

therefore hear the word of the Lord. You say, “Do not prophesy against Israel, and do not 

preach against the house of Isaac.” Therefore, thus says the Lord:  “Your wife shall 

become a prostitute in the city, and your sons and your daughters shall fall by the sword,    

and your land shall be parcelled out by line; you yourself shall die in an unclean land,   

and Israel shall surely go into exile away from its land.” ’ 

PASSING BELL  
The Passing Bell was rung on Thursday 30th. June  in memory of Fr. Simon Gurd, aged 78. 
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Second Reading -  Colossians 1.1–14 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,  To the saints 

and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God 

our Father. In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all 

the saints, because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope 

before in the word of the truth, the gospel that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit 

and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among yourselves from the 

day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God. This you learned from 

Epaphras, our beloved fellow-servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 

and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit.  For this reason, since the day we 

heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking that you may be filled with the 

knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may lead 

lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as 

you grow in the knowledge of God. May you be made strong with all the strength that 

comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with 

patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the 

inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and 

transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the 

forgiveness of sins.    

 

Gospel Reading -  Luke 10. 25–37 

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?’ He said to him, ‘What is written in the law? What do you read there?’ He 

answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 

with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.’ And he said 

to him, ‘You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.’   But wanting to justify 

himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?’ Jesus replied, ‘A man was going 

down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, 

beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down 

that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, 

when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan 

while travelling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to 

him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on 

his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two 

denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, “Take care of him; and when I come back, I 

will repay you whatever more you spend.” Which of these three, do you think, was a 

neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?’ He said, ‘The one who 

showed him mercy.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’ 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, comfort of the afflicted and healer of the broken, you have fed us at 

the  table of life and hope: teach us the ways of gentleness and peace, that all the 

world may acknowledge the kingdom of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Commentary on the Readings  

A relationship with God will lead us into demanding experiences. The writer of  

Deuteronomy expects repentance. The Psalmist longs for reconciliation with God.  Paul 

offers a prayer for the Colossians that would change their lives. Jesus shows a  

questioning lawyer that our morality grows from what we believe about God. 

 

Colossians 1.1-14 

This is a typical start to a Pauline letter that declares his authority, applauds his  

correspondents, offers his prayer for them and hints at what is to come.  Paul declares 

his autonomy.  He is neither an apostle by the will of the Christian community at large nor 

that particular congregation.  His foundation authority is Christ Jesus.  The grace and 

peace of God the Father enables him to see in gratitude the faith, love and hope that 

have emerged in their response to the gospel.  But in the light of what is coming up they 

must seek more. His intercession offers a preview of what they will be dealing with  

together.  Paul is working in threes.  The Colossians need knowledge, wisdom and  

understanding so that they can live by endurance, patience and joy.  This is not simply 

about an internal experience of wellbeing, for the result will be lives that are consistent 

with their belief in God.  They are reminded that they are not a self-sufficient entity. They 

are beneficiaries of 'the inheritance of the saints in the light'.  This has Old Testament  

undertones reminding us of the legacy promised to Abraham (Genesis 12) and the  

preparation for the gospel in the Old Testament.  The exodus is evoked in verse 13 in the 

use of 'rescued', 'brought into' and 'transferred'.  They now live under the authority of the 

Son in the kingdom of God's forgiveness. 

 

Luke 10.25-37  

A lawyer asks a question. It receives a two-part answer; the second prompted by his  

further question. The answers complement each other. They are a quotation from  

Scripture and a story.  But how are they an answer to his first question? It might seem not 

to be the question to ask in order to receive the answers Jesus gave.  We need to hear 

the question first in its Jewish context.  It is describing life that comes from God.  It is the 

equivalent to 'salvation'.  Eternal life is life shared with God.  So it is initially about the 

here and now, not what might be expected in the coming age.  Yet, for his Christian  

readers living with the resurrection of Jesus, this question would have a different nuance. 

Does it not seem to suggest we receive eternal life through what we do? What point 

'saved by grace through faith' then? But neither the use of the two commandments to 

love nor the story is advocating salvation by works.  This is to mistake the purpose of 

both.  The instructions to love and the story are not a command to live morally correct 

lives but about how we can relate to God.  To love God is not simply an act of will or  

belief.  It is living a certain sort of life: a life that is devoted to a heart-, soul-, strength-, 

mind-ful love for God.  All those words describe a deep-seated response from emotion, 

intellect, experience and abilities.  It is also about setting that sort of response to God in 

the context of neighbourly relations.  The story explains how this happens.  The Priest 

and Levite are not wrong for passing by but rather acting as if love for God and the  

consequence for cleanliness and lifestyle had precedence over the need of the victim. 
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Week 5  -  31st July -  10:30  - Benefice Service  - Burrill Mission 

Service Times and Venues 

Thursdays 10:30am BCP communion at St Gregory’s 

10th July 9:15am St Gregory's #*F 10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* 
Burrill Church * 

18.30—Evensong conference call 

17th July 9:15am St Gregory's #*F 
10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* St Mary’s Thornton Watlass * 

18.30—Evensong conference call 11am  St John's, Leeming 

24th July 9:15am St Gregory's #*F 
9 am Burrill Church # St John's, Leeming * 

18.30—Evensong conference call 10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* 

# Communion  * conference call   F Facebook  

Prayer and Praise 

Sunday 10th July  

At 5pm online 

Tuesday Togetherness—Whitby Trip 

The trip is now full, thank you to all who have signed up. 

QUARTER PEAL  

Many congratulations to Jan and Val, our twin bell ringers, 
who last November, completed 50 consecutive years of  
ringing at St. Gregory's.  On Sunday last, a celebratory 
Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of Plain Bob Doubles was 
rung by Sarah Brooks, Geoff Allen, Jan Allen, Val Dobson, 
Brian Linscott and Chris Carruthers, jointly conducted by  
Jan and Val.  

Notices 

The Samaritan has it right because, like a loving God, he cannot distinguish any priority 

apart from offering care when in the presence of the victim.  So the act of the Samaritan 

is in fact a revelation of God.  Jesus turns the question back on the lawyer. In compelling 

him to see who acted as the neighbour he is admitting that there are therefore no limits to 

God's neighbours! Jesus is in effect saying: you are concerned about how to love God? 

You also need to consider the far more troubling question for someone who likes matters 

neat and tidy: whom does God love? 

St John’s Church Leeming  Coffee Morning in the  church on  

Thursday 21st July   9:30am - 12:30pm  


