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News from Thornton Watlass 

In recent editions of the magazine, I have 
tried to encourage you to visit our  
churchyard at Thornton Watlass, in     
particular to see the daffodils when they 
were in bloom in Spring. Those who saw them said they were an 
absolute picture as they were out for a particularly long time this 
year.  This got me thinking about churchyards in general and in 
particular those in our benefice.  They are all different and special 
in their own ways.  In Bedale I think it would be fair to say that it 
could be divided up into three distinct areas.  The old and largest 
part, surrounding the church and down the north and west of the 
church.  The more modern part, just to the east of the Lady Chapel 
and the most recent part further east still, near to Bedale Beck. It is 
all well worth a visit if you have some time to spare.  It is looked 
after by the Joint Burial Authority and is generally well kept and 
mown regularly to keep the grass relatively short. 
 
The churchyard at Leeming is different again and looks a lot       
different since the large trees were taken down near the entrance 
from Roman Road.  You can now see the church from the road!  
The churchyard is very well kept and gives the impression that it is 
much-loved.  Of particular note is the area devoted to the         
Commonwealth War Graves. 
 

At Thornton Watlass we have a completely different churchyard 
with much of it being left to grow naturally until the middle of      
August each year.  In recent years a new part was consecrated 
from part of the Glebe Field as it was felt that the present     
churchyard would be full by about 2010. Indeed, we are now        
interring in the new area.  Half of this area is grazed with sheep 
and the half we are now using is kept mown short, as is the area 
around the church itself and the area where burials have taken 
place in the last forty years.  
 

The parts of the churchyard that are not cut until August are quite 
deliberately left so to allow the wild flowers and grasses to         
self-seed each year.  This for some people is a bone of contention 
as from time to time we are challenged about why we just let grow 
wild and don’t look after it like the rest which is cut regularly. It 



gives me great pleasure to respond by saying that we are, and 
have been, doing our bit for nature and the environment for some 
years now.  At this time of year, it is even as beautiful as it is 
when the daffodils are in flower as it is a mass of wild flowers and 
grasses, a haven for wildlife.  We have recorded 55 species of 
wild flowers and 17 species of trees and shrubs.  We have bird 
boxes, which this year have been occupied by robins and blue 
tits, with wrens nesting in a hole in the church wall, as well as      
thrushes, blackbirds, woodpigeons and pheasants all nesting in 
the grass, hedges and trees in the churchyard.  We also have a 
visiting barn owl and hedgehogs, I feel sure there will be others.  
Don’t forget the views from the churchyard; to the East you can 
clearly see the Hambleton Hills stretching from Roseberry        
Topping in the North to White Horse Bank in the South.  To the 
west you can see right up Wensleydale from East Witton Fell to 
Leyburn, Bellerby and beyond.  If you’re not too busy in August 
you would be very welcome to help with the grass cutting or the 
clearing up the following week. Dates for this year to be             
confirmed, see below. 
 

An extract from the church history booklet (still work in progress!) 
 

THE CHURCHYARD 
The circular shape denotes a Churchyard of great antiquity.  
Many of the grave stones bear dates of the 18th and 19th         
centuries.  The oldest graves, of two Rectors, have brasses, now 
much worn, but still legible.  One bears the outline of a recumbent 
figure with flowing robes on an ornate sarcophagus, and bears 
the words:   
Resurgam  G.F. obit in Christo quarto In Septembris, anno Domini 
1669 “I will rise again, George Farrer died in Christ on the fourth 
of September in the year of our Lord 1669” 
 
The second grave bears the plaque: 
Henricus Thorpe obit in Christo Nono die Februarii, anno Domini 
1702  Resurgam 
 
“Henry Thorpe died in Christ the ninth day of February in the year 
of our Lord 1702 I will arise again” 
 

So, there is much of interest here. 
 

        Chris C 



At the preparation of this magazine I had just 
returned from a week long ‘retreat’.  I had the 
honour and pleasure of singing at the daily 
evensong and the Sunday celebration of the     
Eucharist at Gloucester Cathedral with forty or 
so other singers who are usually based at St 
Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral, Glasgow.  The 
music was new to me and tested my ability to 
read, listen, follow the conductor, Frikki Walker, and of course, 
sing.  Ah yes, the heat; we were there for the few days of the 
heat wave, however the cathedral was cool.  I would also   
recommend the building which was not decimated at the   
reformation as one of Henry VIII’s ancestors was buried there.  
 

One of the anthems, sung at the feast of Mary Magdalene was 
a particular highlight for me.  Adapted from a poem by Mary E 
Coleridge and music by Charles V Stanford, the piece tells of 
Mary in the Garden of Gethsemane. The anthem tells of Mary 
being lost after the crucifixion and going to the tomb on Easter 
morning, the music plays on the emotion of the poem.         
Versions of the music can be found on Google Videos. 
 

Now, Mary Magdalene holds significance for me as I spent all 
my formative years in a church dedicated to her name and 
memory.  These then are the words of the original poem: 

THE RECTOR WRITES 

Dates for your Diary 
1st August 7.30pm Parish Council in the village hall 
6th August 11am – 1pm Parish gift day and coffee morning 

in the village hall 
Week beginning 8th August Churchyard grass cutting (contact 
 Chris on 07495587645 for details) 
15th August from 6pm Cleaning up the churchyard  
20th September 7.30pm Gardening Club in the village hall 
30th September 7pm Family Quiz Night with pie and pea 

supper in the village hall 



When Mary thro' the garden went, 
  There was no sound of any bird, 
And yet, because the night was spent, 
  The little grasses lightly stirred, 
  The flowers awoke, the lilies heard. 
 
When Mary thro' the garden went, 
  The dew lay still on flower and grass, 
The waving palms above her sent 
  Their fragrance out as she did pass. 
  No light upon the branches was. 
 
When Mary thro' the garden went, 
  Her eyes, for weeping long, were dim. 
The grass beneath her footsteps bent, 
  The solemn lilies, white and slim,  
  These also stood and wept for Him. 
 

When Mary thro' the garden went, 
  She sought, within the garden ground, 
One for Whom her heart was rent,  
  One Who for her sake was bound, 
  One Who sought and she was 
found. 
 
Some holiday or retreat you may think!  Yet, a week away doing 
something subtly different to the normal run of the mill was       
mentally and spiritually fulfilling; I had time and space to sing, 
concentrate on different skills and enjoy some good company 
and conversation.  
 
The word ‘holidays’ are derived from ‘Holy Day’ or perhaps    
giving more insight ‘Whole (ness) Days’. Time within the rush of 
life to recharge and perhaps inspired by a change from the    
daily round. 
 
I hope you can have a little time set aside this summer to top up 
on ‘wholeness’ for yourself and your loved ones. 

 Mary Magdalene  
by the Italian Renaissance sculptor  

Donatello,   



Yes, you can say that the Rector has rambled on. 

Yes, the Rector rambled on and a li le too far each day 
on reflec on.  Having planned to walk just over twenty 
miles a day for four days, I booked a funeral into my  
diary for the Friday and, not giving back word, decided 
to complete the 90 miles in three days.  That was what I 
did much to the complaint of my blistered feet.          
Fortunately, modern blister plasters allowed me to    
con nue with li le discomfort. 
 

Day one started as the bells of Durham Cathedral 
sounded for morning service.  From the Cathedral        
precinct down to the River Wear to find a crossing and 

then west out of the city to an old railway path gently   
curving south all the way to Bishop Auckland.  Crossing  
the town there was then a wooded climb onto a ridge 
and onto the Roman ‘Dere Street’ dead south to 

Peircebridge, which is where the day 
should have ended except, for the ten 
mile extension which took me via Gilling 
West to Richmond.  

Day Two was on paths I had walked previously. Across country via Hornby to 
Bedale, then due south via Snape, Well, West Tanfield and North Stainley to 
Ripon.  A shower and refreshment at home was welcome as well as accom-
paniment of friends on the leg down to Snape. 
 

Day three was hardest in the heat of full sun; I consumed eight litres of  liq-
uid over the day.  The path to Boroughbridge was along reasonable    canal 
paths, becoming less defined as the path followed the navigable part of the 
rivers.  The difficulty was even more pronounced a er passing through    
Boroughbridge.  Another s nt of road walking, was hot but welcome a er 
some jungle paths and diversions through heavily planted crop fields.  From  
Newton-On-Ouse the path exclusively followed the river all the way into 
York, except two miles out there was an extra two mile extra diversion, not a 
welcome addi on at the end of 90 miles. 
 

Thank you for your support and sponsorship. 



A   S  ‘22 P  D  

1 Bridge Street Bedale  Green Dragon Yard Bedale 
2 Brookside Avenue Bedale  Green Gate Exelby 
3 Brookside Close Bedale  Green Lane Cli on 
4 Burrill Road Bedale  Green Lane Bedale 
5 Calvert Way Bedale  Greendale Court Bedale 
6 Cherry Grove Aiskew  Halfpenny House Ln Cli on 
7 Chestnut Close Aiskew  Harbour Rise Bedale 
8 Church Close Leeming  Harbour View Bedale 
9 College Court Bedale  Hargill Lane Leeming 
10 Connaught Terrace Bedale  Harkness Close Leeming Bar 
11 Conygarth Way Leeming Bar  Harkness Drive Leeming Bar 

12 Cowling Lane Burrill  Hawthorn Lane Bedale 
13 Cowling Road Burrill  Hawthorn Mews Leeming Bar 

14 Dale Close T/Watlass  Hawthorne Close RAF Leeming 
15 Easby Close Bedale  Hazel Court Aiskew 
16 Elm Tree Lane Aiskew  Heron Close Aiskew 

17 Emgate Bedale  High Lane  Burrill 
18 Exelby Close Exelby  High Row T/Watlass 
19 Exelby Lane Leeming  Hird Avenue Bedale 
20 Fairview Flats Leeming Bar  Hollins Lane Bedale 
21 Falcon Place Aiskew  Holly Close RAF Leeming 
22 Firby Road Bedale  Holly Road Aiskew 
23 Fitzalan Road Bedale  Iddison Drive Bedale 
24 Foundry Way Leeming Bar  Ings View Aiskew 
25 Fox Covert Close Aiskew  Ivy Close RAF Leeming 
26 Freemans Way Leeming Bar  Javelin Way Bedale 
27 Glebe Close Bedale  Jubilee Road Aiskew 
28 Glebe Square Leeming Bar  Kendrew Close Bedale 
29 Grange Avenue Leeming Bar  Kingfisher Drive Aiskew 
30 Grange Close Bedale  Laurel Close RAF Leeming 
31 Grange Road Bedale  Leases Road Leeming Bar 

Intercessions for the streets, roads and lanes within 
the Benefice and specific themes for daily prayer 
during the months covered by this magazine. 



1 For the Readers, Sandra, and Steve; the Lay Worship Leaders, Chris, Linda, and 
Mike and for Michelle our Family Chaplain 

2 For the housebound and those who are lonely 

3 For all the church wardens and their commitment 
4 For all who are going on holiday this month. 
5 For the doctors, home-helps and the Herriot and MacMillan Hospices and the     

Marie Curie nurses 
6 For all who help in the maintenance of the church buildings and those who look 

a er the linen, candles and other elements which assist in our worship 
7 For all who act as servers, intercessors and read the lessons at the services. 

8 For Simon, Caroline and their family and for their ministry in this benefice 
9 For our Diocesan Bishop and all the Deanery Bishops 
10 The Health Centres & those in private prac ce who provide individual health care 

11 For new members to come into our church family and their welcome 
12 The congrega ons of the different services at all our churches 
13 For all local study and prayer groups and that they will grow in number 
14 For all who provide and maintain our u lity services. 
15 For all serving members of the armed services, especially those deployed at RAF 

Leeming and Ca erick Garrison 
16 Local government, town and parish councils and forums and the local councillors 

17 For the mission and ministry of our churches in their respec ve parishes 
18 For all who come to our churches to be married  
19 For those who minister and a end Bedale Methodist and Catholic churches  
20 For all the staff and pupils in our schools 

21 Those who care for rela ves in their own homes and those whom they care for 

22 Our ministry to young people both in the schools and at outside ac vi es 

23 For those we find it difficult to pray for 
24 For all who help in the Meals on Wheels and those who administer the Food Bank 
25 For the tourists who visit the area and for all who work in the tourist industry in 

this area 
26 All who work at and visit the Leeming Bar industrial estate 
27 The commercial and retail area in Bedale 
28 For the many countries who are suffering from natural disasters, for their govern-

ments and the aid workers who bringing help and support to the areas in need 
29 For all the treasurers, secretaries and other officers of the various PCC’s. 

31 For your own family and friends. 

30 The farming community 



These intercessions were used in 
a morning service in June and are 
worth printing for personal use. 
 

Let us pray to God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, who through the Trinity, is 
greater than great, closer than close, 
more loving than love. 
 

Holy Father, you are indeed greater than great, beyond best       
attempts to imagine the depth of your mystery, or the height of our 
transcendence.  We try to understand, but words stagger and fail. 
Hold us steady when we almost give up or when doubts cause a 
veil over our hearts. Show us again for lest we forget that the heart 
of mystery and transcendence is love, love as the  energy behind 
creation and the foundation of all life. May we build you who is 
greater than great.  We pray for bishops, clergy and readers and 
all who serve God in all manner of ways.  We pray for our           
churchwardens, our bellringers, our choir and organists, for those 
who read lessons and those who intercede on our behalf and for 
those who serve in church at the door and at the altar. 
 

Gracious Son of the Father, you are indeed closer than close.  
You know the scrapyard of the human heart, the sad tale of our 
addiction to ourselves.  We pray for those in authority over us, 
those in power in other nations, we ask you to show those who put 
themselves before others, those whose desires are selfishly      
inclined, how things could be achieved with grace, generosity,   
justice and kindness.  Help them to follow your path and be as you 
are, closer than close. 
 

Good Spirit of the Father and Son, you are indeed more loving 
than love.  We give you thanks for parents, who provide a safe 
and nurturing home for their families.  Thank you for the time they 
give to their work in the house and play in the garden, and to     
offering their children a model of committed care.  We pray for 
those parents who struggle to balance home and work               
responsibilities.  Give parents the patient understanding and your 
grace with each other and their children. We pray for those        
families who are separated by divorce from their children's day to 



day lives and miss them.  Encircle them and us in love which is 
closer than close and enable us to circle others in it too.  
 

We remember before you all who are not at peace with       
themselves or their neighbours.  All who are troubled in body, 
mind, or spirit.  For those who feel despised or rejected and for 
those who walk in fear or darkness.  In our community, we pray 
for those who are ill, or needing help to recover for those on our 
bulletin who need our continuing prayers. 
 

We give thanks that you are our strength in times of weakness, 
that you deliver us from the power of death.  We give you 
thanks for the lives of those who now rest in your kingdom.  May 
your light shine upon them always and grant them the peace 
which only you can give.  We pray for those who mourn the 
passing of a loved one.  May you guide them towards the hope 
we all have in a richer fuller life with our Lord. 
 

Greater than great, closer than close, more loving than love, we 
place in the strong hands of the Trinity the concerns of our 
hearts, the tasks of the week, the people we love, the fears we 
hide, make us strong in faith and love. 

Service Times and Venues 

Thursdays 10:30am BCP communion at St Gregory’s 

  
Morning Services - St 

Gregory's, Bedale  
Morning Services - St Mary's,  St 

John's and Burrill 
18.30—Evensong 

Week 1 
8am St Gregory's # 10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* 

St Gregory’s, Bedale * 
 9.15am St Gregory's  

#*F 
11am  St John's, Leeming #* 

Week 2 
9:15am St Gregory's 

#*F 
10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* Burrill Church * 

Week 3 
9:15am St Gregory's  

#*F 
10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* St Mary’s Thornton 

Watlass * 
11am  St John's, Leeming 

Week 4 
9:15am St Gregory's  

#*F 

9 am Burrill Church # 
St John's, Leeming * 

10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* 

# Communion  * conference call   F Facebook  



The Queen’s Pla num Jubilee 
We had a fabulous community weekend to celebrate 
the Queen’s Pla num Jubilee.  For those unable to 
a end any of the celebra ons in London, there was 
opportunity to view the spectacle well covered on the television, 
from the parades to the entertainment from outside Buckingham 
Palace. 

Individual streets and neighbourhoods 
had their own celebra ons (there is a    
report on the back page of this magazine 
from Burrill) and Bedale Town Council  
organised events centred around the 
church and the park. 

On Thursday evening the original plans 
were to light the special beacon on the   
top of St Gregory’s tower accompanied   
by a piper and bugler.  However, due to 
the size of the gas bo le and the narrowness of the spiral staircase it 
was decided to fire up the beacon in the park and among the crowds 
gathered.  The eerie bagpipes and piercing bugle then played from 
the church tower roof as hundreds of people watched and listened in 
silence.  

On Saturday there was a Civic Service with community wide              
invita ons.  The Mayor of Bedale, Councillor Amanda Coates          
welcomed everyone and gave a reading and the beacon was burning 
at the church door. 

Sunday a ernoon was also a great success.  Hundreds of people 
came to the park, some with picnics, to share in a celebra on me.  
A number of a rac ons from rides to sideshows entertained children 
and adults alike.  Various bands and musical groups kept feet        
tapping, even the cool weather did not dampen spirits. 



In advance of Monday 25th July’s  PCC 
Mee ng Paul Carnell our treasurer invited 
members to visit the following webpage: 
 
h ps://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-
your-parish/bedale-st-gregory-bedale/ 
 
This is our ‘landing page’ on the Parish Giving 
Scheme website.  Bedale was one of the very 
first Parishes to sign up to the scheme when 
the Diocese of Leeds joined it in January 2020. 

We’ve never promoted the scheme so it’s hardly surprising that two-
and-a-half years later we s ll don’t have anyone giving to St Gregory’s 
in this way.  I can vouch for how well the scheme works.  At Leyburn 
for example, we have eight people on the scheme and already their      
giving has risen twice, annually, in line with infla on.  This is in        
contrast to givers at Bedale whose Standing Orders have never        
altered since I became Treasurer in 2013. 
 

If you go to the above webpage and go to some of the items in the 
top menu you’ll be able to find out more about the scheme.  
 

The reason I’m men oning it now?  
 

1. It has been found that if we can tell the congrega on that 
members of the PCC are already on the scheme, se ng an    
example, it can encourage others to join as well.  

 

2. I have a Zoom mee ng scheduled with Janet Edmond, Steward-
ship Officer, a er our PCC mee ng and it would be great if I 
could tell her that some of our members are at least consider-
ing joining the Parish Giving Scheme (and even greater if I could 
tell her one or more had signed up!).  

 
Here's hoping!  
   Paul  
 
  Note: This conversa on worked within the PCC membership 

 



Can You Help? 
Sunday mornings are all but ‘back to normal'.  People 
are allowed to interact and be in close   proximity 
when they feel comfortable to do so.  So, perhaps 
now is the me to ask for volunteers to help within 
our churches, tasks that will help the smooth running of the services.  

On the upper end of the scale of tasks there is the se ng up of our     
buildings for worship.  Many hands make light work and there is a need to 
share the tasks a li le wider.  Can you help?  Have you experience or are 
willing to learn?  Please speak to Simon or your churchwarden.  This has 
become par cularly apparent during the holiday season when people are 
away. 

Being a sides-person is an important and worthwhile role. Organising the 
books and papers for distribu on alongside welcoming folk is o en the 
first interac on that a church offers to visitors, newcomers and  regulars 
alike.   

You may have no ced different voices appearing during the services as we 
re-instate the reader of the lessons and people who prepare and deliver 
the prayers of intercession.  This task does take a li le forethought and 
prepara on but gives a contras ng layer of meaning to worship.         
Guidance will be given to anyone wishing to par cipate in this way. 

How about lightening the load for others by learning how to operate the 
live streaming equipment?  Perhaps a li le technical but seeing there are 
many who watch the service online this is a worthwhile ministry to       
consider. 

Finally, if you could help serve at the altar there is training available and 
this is a par cularly reverent way of service.  

Any of these volunteering roles speak to Simon or your churchwarden. 



Pastoral Principles 

One of the tasks of a group called 
‘the Pastoral Advisory Group’ of the 
Church of England has been to set 
out some principles of pastoral 
practice for how the church can live 
well together and with the different deeply held convictions    
that individuals and churches hold on important matters.  The 
outcome of this work has been a course based on the Church 
of England’s ‘Pastoral Principles for Living Well Together’, 
which detail the six ‘pervading evils’ that hinder our growth as 
Christians and put up barriers against our churches becoming 
places of welcome and fuller belonging.  
 

The course will take place on five consecutive Tuesdays in    
the Old Grammar School or in St Gregory’s, depending on   
numbers, beginning on 13th September.  There will be input, 
discussion and worship over the session beginning each     
evening at 7pm - Please contact the office or the rector if you 
are interested. 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES 
Confirmation Classes are beginning in the Old Grammar 

School, next to St Gregory’s Church,  
from Monday 29th August at 7pm and will be running most 

Mondays through to the service on 23rd October. 
 

Even if you have already been confirmed , please feel free 
to come along and share something of your story with the 

candidates already wanting to journey towards                
confirmation.  

 



W ’  W  A   B  
Rector  
Rev’d Canon Simon Moor samoor@bedale.church  01677 988175 
 

Clergy 
Rev’d Robin Brown robin.stel1@btinternet.com 01677 425483 
Rev’d Philip Carrington   philipjcarrington@gmail.com   01677 425077 
Rev’d Canon Adrian Gatrill adrian.gatrill@gmail.com   07920 837256 
Rev’d Andrew Woodhouse revandrew80@outlook.com 01677 424054 
 

Readers  
Michelle Dearlove michelle@bedale.church  07483 296927  
Sandra Lowe  lowe219@btinternet.com 01677 425087  
Steve Madsen  snmadsen@outlook.com 01677 988178 
 

Family Chaplain 
Michelle Dearlove michelle@bedale.church 07483 296927 
    

Parish Administrator 
Sarah Ryder   admin@bedale.church  01677 425985 

Benefice Safeguarding Officer    
Linda Collingwood safeguarding@bedale.church 07944 599351 

Chantry Hall Lets 
Sarah Ryder  admin@bedale.church  01677 425985 
 

Bulletin and Magazine       Via the Rector or Parish Administrator 

  
 

S  G , B   
Churchwardens  
Phillip Witty       cw.phillip@bedale.church 07891 537082 
Linda Collingwood cw.linda@bedale.church 07944 599351 
 

Treasurer 
Paul Carnell  treasurer@bedale.Church 01677 422503 
 

PCC Secretary  
Sarah Ryder  admin@bedale.Church  01677 425985 
 

Organist 
Richard Boyton  rickdomino47@aol.com 01677 425800 
  

Bell Ringers 
Rev Robin Brown robin.stel1@btinternet.com 01677 425483 
 



M  C , B   
 

Churchwarden  
Chris Griffiths chrisandmargie@btinternet .com   01677 422632 

 

Treasurers  
John Gill  jd.gill@btinternet.com  07850 922035  
 

PCC Secretaries 
Elaine Averis elaineaveris@gmail.com  01677 424300   
Jonathon Page        077894 36119  
  
 

S  M   V , T  W   
 

Church Warden  
Christopher Carruthers   cjcskiwatlass@aol.com     01677 423519 
  

Treasurer  
Rick Dunn     rickkdunn16@gmail.com         01677 426835  
  

PCC Secretary  
Carol Armstrong  carol.armstrong21@outlook.com  01677 460063   
 

Organist  
Christine Carruthers   cjcskiwatlass@aol.com      01677 423519 
 

Electoral Roll Officer 
Anne Jardin       01677 422317   
 
 

S  J   B , L   
 

Church Warden 
Elizabeth Pratt dandepratt@hotmail.com  01677 427117 
Chris Lyon  chrislyon_52@hotmail.co.uk  01677 425168 

 

Treasurer and PCC Secretary  
Diane Crisp mail@thecrisps.plus.com  01677 426049  
 

Organist  
Joan Lyon  chrislyon_52@hotmail.co.uk  01677 425168  

 

Electoral Roll Officer  
Joyce Barker       01609 774108   



We are in unprecedented mes – a phrase 
we hear all too o en these days, but when 
it comes to the work of  Hambleton    
Foodshare it is sadly very true. 

All of us involved with this charity are realising how rapidly the need for 
food parcels is growing.  Some sta s cs are shown in the graphs.  Each 
month this quarter has seen over 300 parcels given out, with a record 397 
in May.   
 
 

These figures include the deliveries made by the Bedale team.  During the 
first 6 months of the year we have averaged 20 deliveries locally each 
month.  When the team was first set up we considered it busy if we made 
4 deliveries a month.  At the end of 2019 we had 12 households on our 
spreadsheet who had requested help.  We now have 50! 
 
 

We know that the level of need is going to con nue rising, and it is         
impossible to foresee how long this will con nue.  This is pu ng pressure 
on our stocks.  Shelves are emptying faster than we could have imagined 
even last year.  We are spending several hundred pounds a week to make 
good the shortages and luckily we currently have sufficient reserves to  
enable us to do so.  The generosity of our communi es remains unfailing 
and we are extremely grateful.  
 

The pressure is not just on our stocks, but on each of us involved in    
Foodshare – more bags to fill and deliver, more items to collect from     
collec on points, more items to date, more data to record.  

The increased 
need puts more 
stress on the       
coordinators     
Alison and Kerry 
as they answer 
more telephone 
calls and hear 
more distressing 
stories.  The same 
is true of our team 
here in Bedale. 



Without each one of the volunteers, held together by our coordinators, 
HFS could not func on, which would be a disaster for our customers. 
 
 

The website h ps://dev1.hambletonfoodshare.org.uk/ has lots of        
informa on and you can see a list of our current urgent shortages.  There 
is also a list at the back of St Gregory’s which I do my best to keep        
updated.  For those of you with a smartphone I would really recommend 
downloading a free app called BanktheFood.  If you put in your postcode 
it will show your nearest Foodbank, which is Hambleton Foodshare, and 
the urgent shortages.  If you register it will also send a monthly email 
with these shortages. You can find their website here h ps://
www.bankthefood.org/ 
 
 

If you are able and would like to set up a Standing Order to support us 
our bank details are as follows:  Sort code is 40-52-40;  account number 
is 00023262.  You can also donate via the website. 
 

If you have any ques ons please don’t hesitate to speak to me.  On      
behalf of all our customers thank you again for all your support, without 
you we could not con nue to Feed the Need.   
 

  Linda Collingwood 



By the end of the 1960s, bell 
ringing at Bedale was at a low 
ebb, with a depleted and     

elderly band.  In late 1971, prompted by the rector, tower 
captain Geoff Dalton gave a tower tour and brief                
introduction to change ringing to a large party of Girl 
Guides, a small number of whom returned for instruction. 
More or less single-handedly, Geoff taught  these girls to 
ring a bell and before long, with only occasional assistance 
from a couple of old hands and with some of Geoff's own 
family, they were ringing rounds as a band. 
 
 

Geoff was determined to move them on: ringing two      
handbells himself and with four others ringing one, they 
practised simple changes and in a relatively short time 
transferred their knowledge to the tower. By the time the 
girls were in their mid teens Chris Carruthers had arrived in 
Bedale and joined the band.  Friday night became an extra 
practise session.  With Geoff and Chris sitting in the front 
and seven girls in the back of Geoff's van, they would join 
the band at Sharow and occasionally at Ripon Cathedral. 
 
 

Although fortunes have fluctuated considerably over the   
intervening years, in late 2021, two of those Guides, twins 
Jan and Val Craddock, completed fifty years of unbroken 
service as members of the local band.  To put that in      
context, we could think of only two other people who have 
been ever-present in this church during that time. 
 
 

Jan and Val never developed ringing as a full-time hobby, 
although they have rung in many towers locally and a    
number further afield on organized outings and meeting 
days.  Their commitment has consistently been to Sunday 
service and practice, weddings and special services or  

GOLDEN GIRLS  



community celebrations.  Both are competent and reliable 
ringers in a good variety of Doubles and Minor methods.  
Not greatly interested in the longer lengths, they have rung 
just five peals, all on eight bells and all at St. Gregory's.  
On the other hand, they have been quietly enthusiastic 
about ringing quarters, having rung at least 70 at Bedale 
and a good number elsewhere, especially at Masham, 
where they regularly assist the local band on practice 
nights and at other times on request. 
 
Mr. Dalton did a good job.  Jan and Val's bell handling is 
exemplary: I have told almost all of our learners at some 
point that if they want to know how to ring a bell they 
should watch the girls.  (I can call them that – they were 
born on my 22nd. birthday.)  They, in turn, have said that 
their chief enjoyment in recent years has been in teaching 
new recruits.  Sadly, the majority of the most promising 
have moved away and not continued ringing – but the 
foundations have been laid.  Unfortunately, we have also 
lost some of our most experienced ringers in the same 
way, so that  progress has for a long time been three 
steps forward, and one step back.  But, there consistently 
are the Twins, and another of their achievements is to 
have maintained over many years our tower record books: 
not just a visitors' book, but every time the bells are rung 
names of those present, what was rung and anything of 
unusual interest are meticulously recorded.  (There are 
even entries where points were awarded out of ten for 
wedding hats!). 
 

On July 3rd, a quarter peal was rung at St. Gregory's to 
celebrate the twins' achievement, appropriately jointly  
conducted by Jan and Val.  Also ringing were Jan's       
husband Geoff,  just completing a mere forty years here, 



 

 

 

and Chris Carruthers, 
who taught the twins at 
the High School, where 
he remained teaching 
until he retired.   
 

A further quarter peal 
attempt, to enable two 
more of us to share the 
celebration, came to 
grief after 45 minutes of 
clean ringing, when an      
inexplicably undetected 
shift in the last course 
was discovered too 
late!  We do aim to put 
that right. 
 
  Robin Brown 
 

 Phillip Wi y, Val, Jan and Geoff 



Words From Leeming 
 

And now for something a little different!! 
Imagine this mythical conversation…….. 
The morning after the night before (we’ve all been there!!) So what’s 
new?   Went to church this evening and it was brilliant.  Best vicar in 
sight!!  Oh! Yeah, the place was full of children.  Dozens of ‘em, and all 
their families! Oh, why?  Well, it was the Leeming & Londonderry     
Primary School production of Matilda the Musical.  And…….? 
 

It was absolutely superb!  Brilliantly produced and presented.           
Performed by the most talented group of young ones I’ve seen in a 
long time.  The amount of time and talent that went into this production 
is typical of all of their productions.  Well over a hundred people 
watched the two performances, treated to an hour long production that 
would make many professional companies envious. 
 

As one of the Church Wardens, I would like to add my thanks to all 
who attended, because “bums on seats” is the name of the game at 
the moment within the “Church”.  It’s a case of use it or lose it!!   
Do you wish to see St John the Baptist Church Leeming close?  If your 
answer is no, then please try to attend at least once per month, and 
spread the word. 
 

Mention must be made of Simon’s mega walk.  A fantastic effort that 
has raised £180 from our congregation alone, which will be added to 
that raised by the other Benefice churches.  Thank you to all who do-
nated, and a big well done to Simon from all at St John’s. 
 

Coffee mornings continue to be held on the 3rd Thursday of each 
month from 10:00-11:30, we would love to see you there.  A big 
thankyou to our “regulars” and newcomers more than welcome.  After 
all, who wouldn’t say no to a FREE coffee and a piece of cake!!  
 
          Chris L 
 
See the Photograph overleaf 



 

We were discussing what we could do to celebrate the Queens Jubilee in 
June.  Elaine suggested invi ng all the Burrill residents to a Tea Party on 
the grass outside the Church.  Bring your own chairs, food and drink.  
The result was almost 40 people turned up and enjoyed a social get    
together whilst at the same me being able to join in a toast to the 
Queen.  The church building was bedecked in bun ng;  much of which 
was produced by villagers, local children and far off grandchildren.  The 
photograph below sums up the day and the atmosphere. 

The Produc on of Ma lda in St John’s Church Burrill News 


