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Eighth Sunday after Trinity  

Bedale, Burrill, Leeming and Thornton Watlass  
Church News for 

O  P  A  A  F  
Bel Newman, Marge Craddock, Lesley Hall, John Hall, Jenny, Delma Bode,  

Sandra Lowe, Lynne Riddlestone, Olive Robinson, Barbara Jaques,  
Christine Isbister, Harry Scorer and David Disney. 

RIP 
Tommy Shevels, Aaron Bell, Louis Banks,  

Anthony Boreham, Matty Newbould, Geoff Buckton 
Nichola Chambers and Keith Loadman. 
. May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

BENEFICE BULLETIN 

7th August 2022 

Collect 
Almighty Lord and everlasting God, we beseech you to direct, sanctify and 
govern both our hearts and bodies in the ways of your laws and the works of 
your commandments; that through your most mighty protection, both here 
and ever, we may be preserved in body and soul; through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

First Reading - Isaiah 1.1,10–20 
The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in 
the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.  Hear the word of 
the Lord, you rulers of Sodom!  Listen to the teaching of our God, you people of 
Gomorrah!  What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices?  says the Lord; I have 
had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of fed beasts;  I do not delight in 
the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or of goats.  When you come to appear before me, 
who asked this from your hand?  Trample my courts no more; bringing offerings is 
futile;  incense is an abomination to me.  New moon and sabbath and calling of 
convocation - I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity.  Your new moons 
and your appointed festivals my soul hates; they have become a burden to me, I 
am weary of bearing them.  When you stretch out your hands, I will hide my eyes 
from you; even though you make many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full 
of blood.  Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your doings 
from before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the 
oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow.  Come now, let us argue it out, 
says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be like snow; though they 
are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. If you are willing and obedient, 
you shall eat the good of the land; but if you refuse and rebel, you shall be 
devoured by the sword; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 
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Second Reading -  Hebrews 11.1–3,8–16 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  
Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval.  By faith we understand that the 
worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from 
things that are not visible.  By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out 
for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing 
where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been 
promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were 
heirs with him of the same promise.  For he looked forward to the city that has 
foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  By faith he received power of 
procreation, even though he was too old - and Sarah herself was barren - because 
he considered him faithful who had promised.  Therefore from one person, and this 
one as good as dead, descendants were born, ‘as many as the stars of heaven and 
as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.’  All of these died in faith 
without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted 
them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for 
people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland.  If 
they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had 
opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly 
one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared 
a city for them.  
 
 

Gospel Reading -  Luke 12.32–40 
Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms.  Make purses for yourselves that 
do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no 
moth destroys.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  ‘Be 
dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their 
master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him 
as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds 
alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down 
to eat, and he will come and serve them.  If he comes during the middle of the 
night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.  ‘But know this: if 
the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not 
have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an unexpected hour.’ 
 

 

Post Communion Prayer 
Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands that have taken holy things; may the 
ears which have heard your word be deaf to clamour and dispute; may the 
tongues which have sung your praise be free from deceit; may the eyes 
which have seen the tokens of your love shine with the light of hope; and 
may the bodies which have been fed with your body be refreshed with the 
fullness of your life; glory to you for ever.  Amen. 
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C    R   

Hebrews 11.1-3, 8-16  

It is necessary to read Hebrews 10.32-39 as an introduction to our text.  It’s readers have 
faced isolation, abuse and loss of property for their beliefs.  They are exhibiting faith. They 
need to understand what is going on and it is described in verse 1.  Faith is believing that 
there is more to life than meets the eye.  It is placing trust in something that is greater and 
more permanent towards which we can move.  It is a way of living that treats what is seen 
now as both revealing and obscuring what is to come. It would appear that the Creator 
used this faith to bring into being what did not exist (v. 3).  Abraham is an example of this 
style of risky and courageous living. He travelled and trusted in the light of a promise that 
took a long time to come into view.  In order to establish a link with the contemporary      
situation, the author attributes to Abraham more than Abraham would have acknowledged.  
Abraham travelled looking for a real place of refuge.  

He hoped for more than a heavenly city and was ready to endure the status of stranger 
and foreigner to achieve an earthly one.  This is an encouragement to Christian readers to 
sit lightly on the present and draw strength from the travelling trust of Abraham.  For those 
who live with hopes and longings that have yet to be fulfilled this offers a way of coping 
with their delay. Their faith is a sign that what on the surface may simply be a migration is 
at a deeper level a journey into a deeper awareness of God and their own humanity. 

 

Luke 12.32-40 

Two issues offer themselves for consideration. Material used solely by Luke mingles with 
that which is found in Matthew.  Luke offers a very different setting for them than Matthew.  
This entire section is concerned with the use and abuse of wealth.  Wealth meaning what 
we have, own, wear and eat.  Great wealth brings fear and anxiety.  What does this mean 
for those who receive the kingdom as a gift?  It brings freedom from fear, an acceptance of 
being small and of little significance, and release from the norms of debt reclamation      
(vv. 32-33). In the time of Jesus, to give alms was to place the recipient in debt to the     
donor.  To sell for charitable purposes was to enhance reputation.  This is not the case in a 
kingdom where the main donor is God, who cannot be repaid.  God's unconditional love 
prompts a different approach to giving to the poor. To give God's way is not to create a 
network of mutual obligation but rather a community of shared service.  The second issue 
is to recognise that verses 35-40 seem to be addressing two audiences: the disciples and 
those who wait for the coming of the Son of Man.  Are they one and the same or are the 
latter Luke's own readership?  The two stories are straightforward. Good servants stay 
alert for the return of their master.  Good owners expect thieves and do something about 
them.  Both commend a reading of the times and constant alertness.  'Being dressed for 
action' (v. 35) loses the allusion to the Passover in the literal translation: let your loins be 
girded.  But it holds the key to this text.  The time of God's arrival cannot be predicted, it 
can only be prepared for.  Both handling our wealth and receiving requests for help are 
moments when God presents himself and offers us a choice that is crucial for the part we 
have in the kingdom present now and to come. 
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Service Times and Venues 
Thursdays 10:30am BCP communion at St Gregory’s* 

  
Morning Services - St Gregory's, 

Bedale  
Morning Services - St Mary's,  St John's 

and Burrill 
18.30—Evensong 

7th Aug 
8am St Gregory's # 10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass # 

St Gregory’s, Bedale * 
 9.15am St Gregory's  #*F 11am  St John's, Leeming #* 

14th Aug 9:15am St Gregory's #*F 10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* Burrill Church * 

21st Aug 9:15am St Gregory's #*F 
10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* 

St Mary’s Thornton Watlass * 
11am  St John's, Leeming 

# Communion  * conference call   F Facebook  

 St John’s Church Leeming  Coffee Morning  
 
Sat 13th Aug in Chantry Hall from 9:30am-12:30pm 

and 
St John’s on  Thurs 18th Aug from  10:00am - 

 

Prayer and Praise 

Sunday 21st August  

At 5pm online 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES 
Confirmation Classes are beginning in the Old Grammar School,  
next to St Gregory’s Church, from Monday 29th August at 7pm  

and will be running most Mondays through to the service 23 October. 
 

Even if you are confirmed already, please feel free to come along and share something 
of your story with the candidates already wanting to journey towards confirmation.  

 

Please contact the office or the rector if you are interested. 


