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Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity  

Bedale, Burrill, Leeming and Thornton Watlass  
Church News for 

Our Prayers Are Asked For 
Bel Newman, Marge Craddock, Lesley Hall, Delma Bode, John Hall, Jenny,  
Sandra Lowe, Lynne Riddlestone, Olive Robinson, Barbara Jaques, Chris, 

Christine Isbister, Harry Scorer and David Disney. 

RIP 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

 
Tommy Shevels, Aaron Bell, Louis Banks, & Jim Lishman  

 May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

BENEFICE BULLETIN 

11th September 2022 

Collect for Queen Elizabeth II and King Charles III 

Almighty God, You are the author and sustainer of all human life; grant that 

your servant, Elizabeth our Queen, whom you granted a long and happy reign 

as Monarch of these lands may be forgiven her sins and rewarded with that 

eternal life promised to all those born again in the water of baptism and 

power of your Spirit. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, Who lives and 

reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit God, forever and ever, Amen. 

 

Lord God, the Ancient of Days, you are sovereign over all your people; give 

to his Majesty, King Charles III, enduring wisdom and faith in the service of 

the people of this land and of you, his Lord and master. Grant that his reign 

may be one of faithful witness, and prove to others a source of hope, that 

they may come to know more fully your Son Jesus Christ, who is alive and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

First Reading - Jeremiah 4.11-12,22-28  

At that time it will be said to this people and to Jerusalem: A hot wind comes from 

The passing bell was rung on Friday 9th September 2022  

In memory of Queen Elizabeth II aged 96 years old 
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me out of the bare heights in the desert towards my poor people, not to winnow or 

cleanse— a wind too strong for that.  Now it is I who speak in judgement against 

them.  ‘For my people are foolish, they do not know me; they are stupid children, 

they have no understanding.  They are skilled in doing evil, but do not know how to 

do good.’   I looked on the earth, and lo, it was waste and void; and to the heavens, 

and they had no light.  I looked on the mountains, and lo, they were quaking, and 

all the hills moved to and fro.  I looked, and lo, there was no one at all, and all the 

birds of the air had fled.  I looked, and lo, the fruitful land was a desert, and all its 

cities were laid in ruins before the Lord, before his fierce anger.  For thus says 

the Lord: The whole land shall be a desolation; yet I will not make a full end.  

Because of this the earth shall mourn, and the heavens above grow black; for I 

have spoken, I have purposed; I have not relented nor will I turn back 

 

Second Reading -  1 Timothy 1.12-17  

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he 

judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, even though I was formerly a 

blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence.  But, I received mercy because I 

had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with 

the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is sure and worthy of full 

acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners - of whom I am 

the foremost. But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the 

foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example 

to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. To the King of the ages, 

immortal, invisible, the only God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Gospel Reading - Luke 15.1-10  

Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the 

Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow welcomes 

sinners and eats with them.’  So he told them this parable: ‘Which one of you, 

having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in 

the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it?  When he has found 

it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices.  And when he comes home, he calls 

together his friends and neighbours, saying to them, “Rejoice with me, for I have 

found my sheep that was lost.”  Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven 

over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who need no 

repentance. ‘Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does 

not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it?  When 

she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbours, saying, “Rejoice 

with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.”  Just so, I tell you, there is joy in 

the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.’ 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

God our creator,  you feed your children with the true manna, the living bread 

from heaven: let this holy food sustain us through our earthly pilgrimage 

until we come to that place  where hunger and thirst are no more; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Bible wrestles with the problem of sinfulness throughout its pages.  These  passages 

should be seen as complementary, each adding a further facet to our  understanding and 

God's response to sin.  Psalm 51 also acknowledges the        inescapable reality of God's 

wrath and judgement, but offers a different way out: to allow God to reshape the inner    

being through his truth and wisdom.  1 Timothy 1 recognises that this reshaping happens 

through the man Christ Jesus,  God's truth and wisdom incarnate, so that Paul is wholly 

renewed for God's service. Luke 15 offers an even stronger emphasis on God's gracious 

initiative in forgiving sin; it is God who takes a brush and actively looks for the lost coin, 

and restores it to its rightful place.  

 

Psalm 51.1-10 

Of the seven psalms of individual penitence, this is the most intense and earnest in its 

quest for God's salvation. There is no suggestion of physical suffering or the hostility of 

enemies which marks other penitential psalms.  Here, we read only of an overwhelming 

sense of personal sin in the presence of the holiness of God (cf. Isaiah 6.5).  Sin runs so 

deep that it saturates the world into which children will be born; there is no escape.  Heal-

ing comes only through inner renewal, reorientation towards God's attributes of truth and 

wisdom.  Similarly, Jesus focuses on inner morality (Matthew 5.27ff.)  This renewal of 

heart and spirit creates the conditions in which the psalmist can move on and even re-

joice. 

 

New Testament  1 Timothy 1.12-17 

It is unlikely that this letter comes from Paul himself; most scholars agree that it was writ-

ten some time after his death, by one of his disciples, at a time when the Church had be-

come more formally organised.  In these verses, the author          identifies himself with 

Paul, describing his sinful past in terms borrowed from Paul (1  Corinthians 15.9, Gala-

tians 1.13, Philippians 3.6) but using this almost as an object lesson to demonstrate 

God's mercy and patience.  This understanding of God's forgiveness has its place but is 

less dynamic than Paul's focus on a changed life and its renewed vigour, and is not Paul-

ine in its suggestion (v. 13) that God chose Paul for forgiveness because he had acted in 

unbelief.  This implies that the Lord does not choose to save those who sin deliberately, 

in contradiction to John 3.16 with its affirmation that God sent Jesus for the world, the 

whole created order. However, in strongly affirming God's intention to defeat sin by send-

ing Jesus, the writer echoes the emphasis of the Gospels (cf. Luke 19.10). 

 

Gospel  Luke 15.1-10 

This parable is one of a parallel pair, but also the central one of three dealing with the joy 

of finding something which has been lost. The woman is poor and largely confined to the 

house; the shepherd is rich, owning one hundred sheep, and lives in the public sphere.  

Although Matthew also includes the parable of the lost sheep (Matthew 18.12-14), there 

is no parallel for the lost coin; Luke offers male/female pairings elsewhere too, linked with 

his concern to give space to women throughout his Gospel.  Jesus does not identify him-

self with either, though if one image is used to describe him, then so should the other be.  

Both parables emphasise that God spares no effort in seeking to bring sinners back 

where they should be (cf. Ezekiel 34.11), and is overjoyed when he succeeds.  At the 

heart of these parables lies the good news of God's grace, brought out even more clearly 

in the following parable of the lost son.  The angels' joy can be seen as a reaction to di-

vine grace and     human acceptance of it. 

Commentary on the Readings  
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Pastoral Principles Study Group 

This course will take place on five consecutive Tuesdays in 

the Old Grammar School, depending on numbers, beginning 

on 13th September. There will be input, discussion and   

worship over the session beginning each evening at 7pm.  

Please contact the office or the Rector if you are interested. 

Using scripture and video clips we will look at relationships and interaction, how we 

grow in Christ and what can hinder that growth, both on a personal & spiritual level.  

Floodlighting:  Floodlighting of the tower will recommence at 

the end of this month.   To sponsor the floodlighting in memory of 

someone then please get in touch with Sarah in the office on  

07949 006681 or admin@bedale.church    

St John’s Church Leeming  Coffee Morning  

In St John’s Church on Thursday 15th September 

from  10:00am –12:00pm  

Tuesday Togetherness  This week our film in Chantry Hall at 

2pm will be Quartet, starring Dame Maggie Smith, Tom Courtney, Billy   

Connolly, Pauline Collins and Michael Gambon.  At a home for retired      

musicians, the annual concert to celebrate Composer Giuseppe Verdi's 

birthday is disrupted by the arrival of Jean (Dame Maggie Smith), an 

eternal diva and the former wife of one of the residents.  

Service Times and Venues 
Thursdays 10:30am BCP communion at St Gregory’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Morning Services -  

St Gregory's, Bedale  

Morning Services - St Mary's, St John's 

and Burrill 

18.30—Evensong  

conference call 

11th Sept 9:15am St Gregory's #*F 10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* Burrill Church * 

18th Sept 9:15am St Gregory's #*F 
10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* St Mary’s  

Thornton Watlass * 11am  St John's, Leeming 

25th Sept 9:15am St Gregory's #*F 
9 am Burrill Church # 

St John's, Leeming * 
10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* 

# Communion  * conference call   F Facebook  


