
1. We see tears and celebration, 

for this life so dignified, 

bearing thanks and hearts of sad-
ness, 

to the God of death and life. 

As he takes her to his promise, 

of an audience with the King, 

we remember all she gave us, 

wreaths of gratitude we bring. 

 

2. In these days of change and trial, 

be the rock on which we stand, 

when we fear in this new season, 

hold us firmly in your hands. 

May we rise to her example, 

to be humble, kind and fair, 

swift to pray and slow to anger, 

choosing faith and not despair. 

 

3. In the midst of coronation, 

she once knelt in silent prayer, 

oil was poured in Christ’s commis-
sion, 

called to lead her people there. 

May we know that same anointing, 

move in royal authority, 

then speak liberty and healing, 

to a world in need of peace. 

4. Lord forgive, when pride and envy, 

leave our nation bruised and 
stained, 

turn us back towards our calling, 

to make your name great again. 

May we rise above divisions, 

Lord, our brokenness we bring, 

that a more united kingdom, 

would give glory to the King. 

 

5. When our days are at their dimming, 

and our work on earth is done, 

may we hear as does our sovereign, 

‘Faithful servant, welcome home.’ 

May we rise with Christ to witness, 

a new heav’n and earth displayed, 

ours a robe that will not tarnish, 

hers a crown that will not fade. 

Additional Hymn 



Additional Collect for the late Queen Elizabeth II 

Almighty God, You are the author and sustainer of all human life; grant that your 
servant, Elizabeth our Queen, whom you granted a long and happy reign as Mon-
arch of these lands may be forgiven her sins and rewarded with that eternal life 

promised to all those born again in the water of baptism and power of your Spirit. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, Who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit God, forever and ever, Amen. 

 

Additional Collect for King Charles III 

Lord God, the Ancient of Days, you are sovereign over all your people; give to his 
Majesty, King Charles III, enduring wisdom and faith in the service of the people of 
this land and of you, his Lord and master. Grant that his reign may be one of faithful 

witness, and prove to others a source of hope, that they may come to know more 
fully your Son Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

THE RECTOR WRITES 
Do you recognise that we are living in times of a simple      

paradox, that make people confused and ill at ease?  On one 

hand there is the weight of sadness at the passing of her   

Majesty Queen Elizabeth; that keen  bewilderment at the loss of a cornerstone of 

our nation and society. Alongside this, there is the pomp and ceremony as the 

Prince of Wales becomes King Charles III.  Then in the middle of that rejoicing there 

is this man, who is following his mother’s example of duty, when he most likely 

wants to lock himself away and grieve for his own monarch who he called “My Dear 

Mamma”. 

 

For me the hope lays in the faith in God through Jesus Christ that Elizabeth lived 

daily and vocalised, and the same faith that Charles follows.  It has been wonderful 

to hear so many people, even in front of the cameras and media, say they pray for 

the Queen past and the King of the future.  So we ourselves, let us give thanks for 

grace she received and hope for the future, let us pray for Elizabeth’s repose and 

King Charles’ strength in duty, especially in his deep sorrow.  All the churches in the 

Benefice of Bedale remain open as safe and holy spaces for prayer and                

contemplation of the paradox of emotion in the coming days.  


