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Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 

Bedale, Burrill, Leeming and Thornton Watlass  
Church News for 

Our Prayers Are Asked For 

Bel Newman, Marge Craddock, Lesley Hall, Delma Bode, John Hall, Jenny,  

Sandra Lowe, Lynne Riddlestone, Olive Robinson, Barbara Jaques, Chris, 

Harry Scorer and David Disney. 

RIP 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

 

Jim Lishman and Sylvia Langthorne 
 May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

BENEFICE BULLETIN 

25th September 2022 

Collect 

God, who in your generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your Church in the 

burning fire of your love: grant that your people may be fervent in the fellowship of 

the gospel that, always abiding in you, they may be found steadfast in faith and 

active in service; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 

First Reading - Jeremiah 32.1–3a,6–15 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the tenth year of King Zedekiah of 

Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar.  At that time the army of the 

king of Babylon was besieging Jerusalem, and the prophet Jeremiah was confined in the 

court of the guard that was in the palace of the king of Judah, where King Zedekiah of 

Judah had confined him.  Zedekiah had said, ‘Why do you prophesy and say: Thus says 

the Lord: I am going to give this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall 

take it;  Jeremiah said, The word of the Lord came to me: Hanamel son of your uncle 

Shallum is going to come to you and say, ‘Buy my field that is at Anathoth, for the right of 

redemption by purchase is yours.’  Then my cousin Hanamel came to me in the court of 

the guard, in accordance with the word of the Lord, and said to me, ‘Buy my field that is 

at Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, for the right of possession and redemption is yours; 

buy it for yourself.’  Then I knew that this was the word of the Lord.   And I bought the 

field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel, and weighed out the money to him, 

seventeen shekels of silver. I signed the deed, sealed it, got witnesses, and weighed the 

money on scales.  Then I took the sealed deed of purchase, containing the terms and 

conditions, and the open copy; and I gave the deed of purchase to Baruch son of Neriah 

son of Mahseiah, in the presence of my cousin Hanamel, in the presence of the 

witnesses who signed the deed of purchase, and in the presence of all the Judeans who 

were sitting in the court of the guard. In their presence I charged Baruch, saying, Thus 
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says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Take these deeds, both this sealed deed of 

purchase and this open deed, and put them in an earthenware jar, in order that they may 

last for a long time. For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and fields 

and vineyards shall again be bought in this land.  

 
 

Second Reading -  1 Timothy 6.6–19 

Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; for we brought 

nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; but if we have food and 

clothing, we will be content with these. But those who want to be rich fall into temptation 

and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 

destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to 

be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many 

pains.  But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 

love, endurance, gentleness.  Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, 

to which you were called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of 

many witnesses.  In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, 

who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you to 

keep the commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, which he will bring about at the right time - he who is the blessed and only 

Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. It is he alone who has immortality and 

dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honour 

and eternal dominion.  Amen.  As for those who in the present age are rich, command 

them not to be haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on 

God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  They are to do good, to 

be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, thus storing up for themselves the 

treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that 

really is life. 

 
 

Gospel Reading -  Luke 16.19–31 

‘There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 

sumptuously every day.  And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with 

sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the 

dogs would come and lick his sores.  The poor man died and was carried away by the 

angels to be with Abraham.  The rich man also died and was buried.  In Hades, where he 

was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 

He called out, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of 

his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.”  But Abraham 

said, “Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good things, and 

Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 

Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who 

might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to 

us.” He said, “Then, Father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house - for I have five 

brothers - that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of 

torment.”  Abraham replied, “They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to 

them.”  He said, “No, Father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they 
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Commentary on the Readings  

Lazarus and the rich man is a well-known parable of Jesus found in the Gospel of Luke. 

Told in chapter 16 of Luke, Jesus shares the story of a notably wealthy man, also known 

as a dive, who lived a life of extravagant luxury. Laying outside the entrance of this rich 

man’s house, though, was an exceptionally unfortunate man called Lazarus who only 

hoped “to eat what fell from the rich man’s table."   The rich man was very                   

unsympathetic to the dilemma of Lazarus, offering him no love, help, or compassion. In 

time, they both met their mortal ends and passed on to the afterlife. 

 

Lazarus was welcomed into heaven, while the rich man was condemned to hell.      

Pleading to “Father Abraham” in heaven, the rich man asked that Lazarus come down 

from heaven to cool his tongue with a drop of water to reduce his “agony in this fire.” 

The rich man additionally requested Abraham to send Lazarus back to earth as a    

warning to his brothers to atone for their sins, however, both requests were refused. 

Abraham told the rich man that if his brothers did not believe in Scripture, neither would 

they believe Lazarus, even if he came directly from heaven.  This Bible story is a great 

and powerful reminder that we will pay for our sins on earth when we finally decease, 

therefore we should love and care for our fellow mankind. 

 

The rich man incorrectly saw his worldly wealth as proof of God’s love a nd blessing.   

Also, he believed the impoverished, like Lazarus, were cursed by God. However, as the 

apostle James advised, “You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence.  You 

have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter” (James 5:5).  Not only do fortunes not 

get one into heaven, but they have the potential to separate a person from God like few 

other things. "But the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for 

other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful." (Mark 4:19).  It is surely 

not impossible for the wealthy to enter heaven (numerous Godly men of the Bible were 

prosperous), but Scripture is plain that it is very troublesome (Luke 18:24-25). 

 

Faithful disciples of Christ will not ignore the suffering of the poor like the rich man in 

this parable did.  Jesus told us that when we show mercy to the poor and help our 

neighbours in need, we are actually ministering to the Lord Himself.  "Truly I tell you, 

whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for 

me." (Matthew 25:40).  Christians are known by the righteous fruit they yield, not the 

worldly acquiring of wealth.  If we are rich, we are to use that wealth for the glory of God 

and the love of our neighbour. 

will repent.” He said to him, “If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will 

they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.” ’ 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy; and, because without you 

our human frailty cannot but fall, keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful, 

and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen   
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Floodlighting:  Floodlighting of the tower will recommence at the end of this 

month.   To sponsor the floodlighting in memory of someone then please get in 

touch with Sarah in the office on  07949 006681 or admin@bedale.church    

Service Times and Venues 
Thursdays 10:30am BCP communion at St Gregory’s 

  
Morning Services -  

St Gregory's, Bedale  

Morning Services - St Mary's,  St John's and 

Burrill 
18.30—Evensong 

25th Sept 
9:15am St Gregory's #*F 9 am Burrill Church # 

St John's, Leeming * 
9:15am St Gregory's #*F 10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* 

2nd Oct 8am St Gregory's # 
10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass # 

St Gregory’s, Bedale * 
11am  St John's, Leeming #* 

9th Oct 9:15am St Gregory's #*F Burrill Church * 10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #*  

# Communion  * conference call   F Facebook  

Burrill Mission Church 

Harvest Festival -  Please come and join us for our harvest festival  

on Friday 23rd September at 7pm, everyone is welcome. 

 

Coffee Morning - in aid of Burrill Church on Friday 7th October from 10am-

12pm at the home of Ellen and Robert Dunning, 6 Oak Tree Drive, Bedale.  

There will be Christmas Cards on Sale for Martin House, a bring and buy sale 

and a raffle.  Coffee and biscuits £2.50 pp 

St Mary’s Thornton Watlass 
Macmillan Coffee Day in the School House, Thornton Watlass on       

Friday 23rd September from 10am - 3pm.  There will be coffee, tea, 

scones, biscuits and cakes. Everyone is welcome. 

 

Harvest Supper and Family Quiz Night in the Village Hall on Friday 30th 

September at 7pm.  Cottage/shepherd's pie and peas         followed by apple 

pie.  There will be a quiz for all the family.  

Adults £7.50p, u14s £5,  everyone is  welcome.    

Details from Chris Carruthers 01677423519. 

Tuesday Togetherness -  Macmillan Coffee Morning  

The usual Tuesday morning coffee, tea and food will be to raise money for Macmillan 

Cancer Support on Tuesday  27th September 2022.  Please join us to support this 

worthy cause. 

The film in the afternoon will be ‘The Father’ starring Olivia Coleman 

and Anthony Hopkins.  ‘A man refuses all assistance from his daughter as he ages. As 

he tries to make sense of his changing circumstances, he begins to doubt his loved 

ones, his own mind and even the fabric of his reality’.  


