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The Third Sunday of Lent 

Bedale, Burrill, Leeming and Thornton Watlass  

Church News for 

BENEFICE BULLETIN 

12th March 2023 

Collect 

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, 

and entered not into glory before he was crucified: mercifully grant that we, 

walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and 

peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

First Reading - Exodus 17.1–7 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, 

as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the 

people to drink. The people quarrelled with Moses, and said, ‘Give us water to drink.’ 

Moses said to them, ‘Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?’ But the 

people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, ‘Why 

did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?’ So 

Moses cried out to the Lord, ‘What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to 

stone me.’ The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the 

elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and 

go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water 

will come out of it, so that the people may drink.’ Moses did so, in the sight of the elders 

of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarrelled and 

tested the Lord, saying, ‘Is the Lord among us or not?’   

Collect and Readings 

We remember the residents and workers in care homes throughout the Benefice: those 

individuals we know and those residing or working at Leeming Bar Grange; The Millings; 

Bedale Grange, Greenwell House, Bedale Grange, Oaklands and Benkhill Lodge 

Our Prayers Are Asked For 

Ross, Gaynor, Toni and Eric Kent, Bel Newman, Mark Newman, Lesley Hall, Delma 

Bode, John Hall, Chris, Lynne Riddlestone, Olive Robinson, Harry Scorer, Kath Finkill,  

Barbara Cooper, Maureen Simpson, Harry Lillystone, and Pauline. 

RIP 
Virginia Finkill, Chris Hall and Cath Vickers. 

 May they rest in peace and rise in glory 
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Second Reading -  Romans 5.1–11 

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; 

and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also 

boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance 

produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has 

been given to us.  For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 

ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a 

good person someone might actually dare to die. But God proves his love for us in that 

while we still were sinners Christ died for us. Much more surely then, now that we have 

been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. For if 

while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much 

more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. But more than that, we 

even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 

reconciliation. 

 

Gospel Reading -  John 4.5–42 

Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had 

given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was 

sitting by the well. It was about noon.  A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and 

Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink’. (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The 

Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of 

Samaria?’ (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, 

‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, “Give me a drink”, you 

would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.’ The woman said to 

him, ‘Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 

Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his 

flocks drank from it?’ Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty 

again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The 

water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.’ The 

woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep 

coming here to draw water.’   Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come back.’ 

The woman answered him, ‘I have no husband.’ Jesus said to her, ‘You are right in 

saying, “I have no husband”; for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now 

is not your husband. What you have said is true!’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, I see that 

you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshipped on this mountain, but you say that the 

place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe 

me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 

Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is 

from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshippers will 

worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 

God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.’ The woman 
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Commentary on the Readings 

Today's readings concentrate on the wideness of God's salvation in Christ, and the  

calling of a community united under God.  God gives us fresh spiritual water, even though 

our hardened hearts sometimes leave a bitter taste in his mouth. 

 

Exodus 17.1-7 and John 4.5-42 all contain water imagery. The psalm harks back to the 

disappointing attitudes of the Israelites at Rephidim where they complained and tested 

the Lord. Out of God’s great patience and love, he provided water, even from a hard rock, 

to satisfy their need. However, this ends up being a model of Israel’s faithlessness and 

audacity. God continues to prove himself the Giving One, despite the sinful hearts of his 

people. This comes to a climax in the sending of his Son to rescue his enemies (Romans 

5.1-11). 

 

said to him, ‘I know that Messiah is coming’ (who is called Christ). ‘When he comes, he 

will proclaim all things to us.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am he, the one who is speaking to you.’  

Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, 

but no one said, ‘What do you want?’ or, ‘Why are you speaking with her?’ Then the 

woman left her water-jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, ‘Come and 

see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?’ 

They left the city and were on their way to him.  Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, 

‘Rabbi, eat something.’ But he said to them, ‘I have food to eat that you do not know 

about.’ So the disciples said to one another, ‘Surely no one has brought him something to 

eat?’ Jesus said to them, ‘My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete 

his work. Do you not say, “Four months more, then comes the harvest”? But I tell you, 

look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is already 

receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may 

rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, “One sows and another reaps.”   I sent 

you to reap that for which you did not labour. Others have laboured, and you have 

entered into their labour.’  Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the 

woman’s testimony, ‘He told me everything I have ever done.’ So when the Samaritans 

came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there for two days. And 

many more believed because of his word. They said to the woman, ‘It is no longer 

because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know 

that this is truly the Saviour of the world.’ 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Merciful Lord, grant your people grace to withstand the temptations of the world, 

the flesh and the devil, and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, the only 

God; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Old Testament Exodus 17.1-7 

In Israel’s wilderness wanderings, they came to Rephidim and found no water. Their  

demands to Moses for water are understood to be putting God to the test – forcing him to 

show his power and kindness. Magnanimously, the Lord sent Moses to the rock of Horeb 

to strike it and bring forth fresh water. The text makes it clear that this staff was the same 

one that was put into the Nile to make it undrinkable as a sign to Pharaoh of God’s  

power.   

 

Here, despite Israel’s testing (‘Massah’) and quarrelling (‘Meribah’), God did for them 

what is in his nature – bringing vitality out of deadness, life out of non-life. God himself 

stands on ‘the rock of Horeb’ (17.6). Horeb is the name of the mountain of God, which 

first appears at Moses’ calling by God in the burning bush (Exodus 3.1). 

 

Romans 5.1-11 

Romans, as a whole, takes issue with the audacity of selfish boasting (1.30; 2.17,23; 

3.27; 11.18). It is misguided because humans have no real virtue or good in them apart 

from the grace of God (Romans 3.10-12). What is more, Paul makes it clear that by  

human standards, we are not really worth dying for (see Romans 5.7). God’s love is so 

selfless that he sacrificed what was most precious to him, his Son, for his creatures that 

did not show favour or respect for him.  Though humans made warfare against God 

(Romans 5.10), he took it upon himself to make peace and give ‘access’ (5.2). The Greek 

term here for access (prosagoge) probably alludes to cultic imagery, whereby an avenue 

has been opened up for believers to approach God in worship and commune with him in 

his home. While Christ died for the ‘ungodly’ and ‘sinners’ (5.6, 8), he expects from them 

true worship that requires their very lives (12.1). 

 

Gospel John 4.5-42 

The story of Jesus talking with the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well is a famous one, 

where he starts a conversation with someone that Jews did not associate with. And 

John’s portrayal of the encounter is reminiscent of Old Testament scenes where men and 

women share warm (and almost flirtatious) exchanges at the wells (Genesis 22; 29.1-14; 

Exodus 2.15-16). That Jesus engages in one of these ‘well’ conversations is all the more  

surprising in this Johannine context as the woman is said to have come at noon in the 

heat of the day when few people would have been there. This conscious avoidance of 

others was probably due to the embarrassment of her dubious reputation. Nevertheless, 

Jesus converses with her and offers her ‘living water’ (4.10). Her confusion could have 

come from the fact that this term was used for ‘running water’, which would make sense 

in the context. But Jesus is, of course, referring to a kind of vitality and empowerment 

that God would give in the last days (see Isaiah 55.1-3; Ezekiel 47.9). Though Jesus 

questions the woman about her past, he wants to give her (and would have given her  

upon request) this kind of life-transforming water to refresh her soul. 


