
1 

 

Mothering Sunday 

Bedale, Burrill, Leeming and Thornton Watlass  

Church News for 

BENEFICE BULLETIN 

19th March 2023 

Collect 

God of compassion, whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, shared the life of a 

home in Nazareth and, on the cross, drew the whole human family to himself: 

strengthen us in our daily living that in joy and in sorrow we may know the power 

of your presence to bind together and to heal; through Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen 
 

First Reading:  Exodus 2:1-10 

About this time, a man and woman from the tribe of Levi got married. The woman 

became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She saw that he was a special baby and kept 

him hidden for three months.  But when she could no longer hide him, she got a basket 

made of papyrus reeds and waterproofed it with tar and pitch. She put the baby in the 

basket and laid it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile River. The baby’s sister 

then stood at a distance, watching to see what would happen to him.  Soon Pharaoh’s 

daughter came down to bathe in the river, and her attendants walked along the riverbank. 

When the princess saw the basket among the reeds, she sent her maid to get it for her.  

When the princess opened it, she saw the baby. The little boy was crying, and she felt 

sorry for him. “This must be one of the Hebrew children,” she said.  Then the baby’s 

sister approached the princess. “Should I go and find one of the Hebrew women to nurse 

the baby for you?” she asked.  “Yes, do!” the princess replied. So, the girl went and called 

the baby’s mother.  “Take this baby and nurse him for me,” the princess told the baby’s 

mother. “I will pay you for your help.” So, the woman took her baby home and nursed 

Collect and Readings 

Our Prayers Are Asked For 

Ross, Gaynor, Toni and Eric Kent, Bel Newman, Mark Newman, Lesley Hall, Delma 

Bode, John Hall, Chris, Lynne Riddlestone, Olive Robinson, Harry Scorer, Kath Finkill,  

Barbara Cooper, Harry Lillystone, and Pauline. 

RIP 
Maureen Simpson and Revd. Catherine Vickers. 

The passing bell was rung on Saturday 11th. March in memory of  

the Revd. Catherine Vickers, aged 61. 
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him. Later, when the boy was older, his mother brought him back to Pharaoh’s daughter, 

who adopted him as her own son. The princess named him Moses, for she explained, “I 

lifted him out of the water.” 
 

Second Reading: Colossians 3:12-17 

Dear Friends, Don’t forget that God wants to get to know you, because he loves you.  But 

you must help each other to know how much God loves you by singing his songs.  And 

remember! When you sing these songs, say ‘thank you’ to God for he is your Father in 

heaven, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

Gospel Reading:  John 19.25b-27 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, 

Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus saw his mother and the 

disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your 

son.’  Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple 

took her into his own home. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

Loving God, as a mother feeds her children at the breast, you feed us in this 
sacrament with the food and drink of eternal life: help us who have tasted your 
goodness to grow in grace within the household of faith; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  
 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for our friends, homes and families.  We ask that 
your love may surround us, your care may protect us, and that we may know your 
peace at all times.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

Commentary on the Readings 

Our gospel reading invites us to turn our attention towards Calvary to help us in finding 
the best pattern of motherly love in the most unlikely of places. As we look at the  
crucifixion scene we find the greatest example of motherhood in Mary, and, recapitulated 
in her, we also find all the unconventional mothers listed in the Scriptures. These are 

women who loved their children with boundless affection and trusted in God without any 
reserve. Among these remarkable women we find Sarah the mother of Isaac, Jochebed 
the mother of Moses, Hannah the mother of Samuel, and Naomi, Ruth’s mother-in-law. 
But if Mary is the best example of motherhood, why do our readings focus on such a  
terrible moment? Why do we have to look for a model of motherhood in such a desolated 
place as Calvary? Well, because it is in this place, at the foot of the Cross, that Mary is 
given by Jesus as “the” mother-figure for all people – not at Bethlehem, not at Nazareth 
or in the Temple, but on Calvary. 
 

At first, the whole scene may seem a little distant to our society that mainly associates 

pretty flowers, jewellery, and pastel colours for “Mother’s Day”. Mary is a widow whose 
Son has been condemned as an outlaw. Sharing in her son’s pain as only a mother can, 
she stays by the Cross, refusing to abandon Jesus. Her Son’s friends, many of whom 
she knew well, have all left apart from the youngest of them – John is little more than a 
youth. The adoring crowds who often stood between her and Jesus have gone as well. 
Those who are left do not care for her; they are there to bully her Son, to taunt Jesus 
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even as He hangs from the Cross. Mary finds herself powerless, speechless at the im-
pending, painful, undignified death of her only Son; her immaculate heart is broken, 
pierced just as Simeon had predicted when she presented Jesus in the Temple. But there 
is more, in these tragic moments Mary’s social position becomes even more precarious in 

a society that cared nothing or very little for women without male relatives. At the foot of 
the Cross, Mary knows that, once Jesus will draw his last breath she will find herself to be 
a nobody for ancient society. 
 

So, yes. Mary at the Cross does not exemplify motherhood in the most conventional, soft, 
and rosy sense we are so used to. But as we look closely at this scene, we can find faint 
echoes of it throughout history, even in our days; women whose love for their children is 
shown more often through the courage of their actions than through displays of affection; 
women doing all that is within their powers to be with their children no matter what the  

circumstances may be; and again women whose social position is determined only by 

whom they marry or who their sons are. As we look closely at this scene then we see that 
the challenging model of motherhood expressed on Calvary is able to speak to us all  
today too. 
 

But we ought to go a little further than this in looking at Mary’s motherhood, because 
even in this moment all is not lost. Mary may feel devastated and forsaken as she  
watches her Son. Yet, in this moment of absolute desperation, Mary’s motherhood is 
changed for good. As Mary feels that in losing her son she has become useless, God still 
sees her as indispensable. In this profoundly dark night of her soul Mary receives from  
Jesus a new motherhood, the gift of a new son. John becomes her son, and with him 
Mary receives all followers of Christ in her care and embrace. At Calvary Mary is given as 
a gift, to all believers. 
 

So today, as we think with affection and gratitude about our own mothers and all the 
mother-figures we have encountered, the Church invites us to do a twofold task; to take 
Mary into our homes as our Mother as John did, and also to pray for those mothers who, 
like Mary, find themselves in difficult, painful situations.  

Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 

Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true, 

where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 

Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
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This week’s floodlighting is in memory of  

Lottie Sedgewick 

To sponsor the floodlighting in memory of someone then please get in touch 

with Sarah in the office on 07949 006681 or admin@bedale.church    

LENT LUNCHES 

There will be two Lent Lunches served in Thornton Watlass Village Hall, Saturday 1st 

April.   Both lunches will be at 12 noon and all money raised will benefit St Mary’s 

Church, Thornton Watlass. 

Deanery Prayer Meetings 2023 

Everyone is welcome to join these at 11am on the fourth Wednesday of the month to pray for 

the work in the Wensleydale Deanery. 

22nd March -  St. Bartholomew’s, West Witton; 26th April - St. Matthews, Stalling Busk;  

24th May -  St Mary and St Alkelda, Middleham; and  28th June - St. Michael’s, Kirklington. 

DONATIONS FOR THE EASTER LILIES  

Donations towards the cost of the Easter lilies for St Gregory’s Church 

would be appreciated.  Donations can be given to the Parish office; to the 

church wardens or Rector. Thank you.  Christine Isbister. 

Service Times and Venues 
Thursdays 10:30am BCP communion at St Gregory’s 

  
Morning Services - St Gregory's,  

Bedale  

Morning Services - St Mary's,  St John's 

and Burrill 

16.00—Evensong  

conference call 

19th Mar 9:15am St Gregory's #*F 
10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* 

St Mary’s Thornton Watlass * 
11am  St John's, Leeming 

26th Mar  9:15am St Gregory's #*F  
9 am Burrill Church # 18:30 pm - St John's, Leeming 

*  
10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* 

2nd April 
8am St Gregory's # 10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass # 

St Gregory’s, Bedale * 
 9.15am St Gregory's  #*F 11am  St John's, Leeming #* 

# Communion  * conference call   F Facebook  

Could you, would you serve on the P.C.C. ?  

We meet most months for St Gregory’s and two or three times a year for St Mary’s and St John’s.  
The church councils should draw from many different people to gain a balanced path for the 
church. Please see Simon or one of the wardens if you are interested. 


