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The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Bedale, Burrill, Leeming and Thornton Watlass  
Church News for 

Our Prayers Are Asked For 

Gaynor, Bel Newman, Mark Newman, Lesley Hall, Delma Bode, John Hall, Chris,   

Lynne Riddlestone, Olive Robinson, Harry Scorer, Kath Finkill,  Barbara Cooper,  

Harry Lillystone, Anne Jardin, and Trevor. 

RIP 

Sheila Poole, David Kitching, Amos Mutasa, and Alan Burns.    

May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

BENEFICE BULLETIN 

14th May 2023 

Collect and Readings  

Collect 

God our redeemer,  you have delivered us from the power of darkness and brought 

us into the kingdom of your Son: grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to 

life, so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy; through 

Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever .  Amen. 

 

First Reading - Acts 17 v 22-31 

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely 

religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the 

objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, “To an 

unknown god”.  What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The 

God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does 

not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though 

he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 

things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he 

allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would 

live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him - though 

indeed he is not far from each one of us. For “In him we live and move and have our 

being”; as even some of your own poets have said,  “For we too are his offspring”. 

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or 

stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has 
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overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to 

repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in 

righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to 

all by raising him from the dead.  

 

Second Reading  -  1 Peter 3 v 13-22           

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for 

doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be 

intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your 

defence to anyone who demands from you an account of the hope that is in you; yet do it 

with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are 

maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to 

shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to 

suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made 

alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in 

prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, 

during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight people, were saved through 

water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you - not as a removal of dirt from 

the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, 

authorities, and powers made subject to him.  

 

Gospel - John 14 v 15-21     

‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will 

give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the 

world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, 

because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 

‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer 

see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know 

that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments 

and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my 

Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.’ 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

God our Father, whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: may we 

thirst for you, the spring of life and source of goodness, through him who is alive 

and reigns, now and for ever .  Amen.  
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Readings for Rogationtide  

First Reading - Ecclesiastes 3 v 1-15 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 

a time to be born, and a time to die; 

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 

a time to kill, and a time to heal; 

a time to break down, and a time to build up; 

a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 

a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 

a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 

a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 

a time to seek, and a time to lose; 

a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 

a time to tear, and a time to sew; 

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 

a time to love, and a time to hate; 

a time for war, and a time for peace. 

 

What gain have the workers from their toil?  I have seen the business that God has given 

to everyone to be busy with. He has made everything suitable for its time; moreover, he 

has put a sense of past and future into their minds, yet they cannot find out what God has 

done from the beginning to the end. I know that there is nothing better for them than to be 

happy and enjoy themselves as long as they live; moreover, it is God’s gift that all should 

eat and drink and take pleasure in all their toil. know that whatever God does endures for 

ever; nothing can be added to it, nor anything taken from it; God has done this, so that all 

should stand in awe before him. That which is, already has been; that which is to be,  

already is; and God seeks out what has gone by. 

 

 

Gospel Reading - Mark 4 v 26-29 

He also said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 

ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he 

does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the 

full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle,  

because the harvest has come.’  
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Morning Services - St Gregory's,  

Bedale  

Morning Services - St Mary's,  St John's 

and Burrill 

18.30—Evensong  

conference call 

14th May 9:15am St Gregory's #*F 10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* Burrill Church * 

21st May 9:15am St Gregory's #*F 
10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* 

St Mary’s Thornton Watlass * 
11am  St John's, Leeming 

28th May 9:15am St Gregory's #*F 
9 am Burrill Church # 

18:30 pm - St John's, Leeming * 
10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #* 

# Communion  * conference call   F Facebook  

Service Times and Venues 

Thursdays 10:30am BCP communion at St Gregory’s 

Prayer and Praise  

Tonight—14th May 2023 

At 5pm online 

Help Required as Many Hands…….!   (not just at St Gregory’s) 

A couple of tasks requiring help in completing. Sides-people who arrive early to services, prepare 

and give out books. Coffee rota helpers are needed to work alongside those already committed 

to this task. We are looking for volunteers to take copies of the weekly bulletin and bi-monthly 

magazine to nursing homes. Lastly, preparing and putting away items after service can be aided 

by anyone. Simply ask Philip, Linda or Sue for direction. Many hands do make light work. 

 

Christian Aid Week runs from 14th May and we are  

looking for additional volunteers to deliver envelopes. 

That's all you have to do. If you could help, please  

contact John Critchlow on 07746 970420. 


