BENEFICE BULLETIN

Church News for
Bedale, Burrill, Leeming and Thornton Watlass

13th April 2025

Benefice

Service Times and Venues

Daily Morning and Evening Prayer conference calls at 8:30am and 4:30pm

Thursdays 10:30am BCP communion at St Gregory’s

Morning Services - St Gregory's,| Morning Services - St Mary's, St John's 18:30—Evensong
Bedale and Burrill conference call
13th Apr 9:15am St Gregory's #F 10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass # Burrill Church
8am St Gregory's # 10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass # ,
20th Apr - St Mary’s Thornton Watlass
9:15am St Gregory's #F 1lam StJohn's, Leeming #
S7th A 9:15am St G oF 9 am Burrill Church # St Joh )
t r :15am St Gregory's t John's, Leemin
P gory 10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass # 8

# Communion F Facebook

Conference Call Tel 03330110945 and enter when prompted Room No0.66307496# PIN 9498

DONATIONS FOR THE EASTER LILIES

Donations towards the cost of the Easter lilies for St Gregory’s Church
would be appreciated. Donations can be given to the Parish office; to the
church wardens or Rector. Thank you. Mal Rowland.

Coffee Morning St John’s Church Leeming
Thursday 17th February - 10:00 - 12:00

HOLY WEEK
Mon 14th April, 7pm in Burrill Church - Meditation on Judas

Tues 15th April, 7pm in St John’s Church, Leeming - Taize Service
Wed 16th April, 7pm in Bedale & District Methodist Church - Meditation
Thurs 17th April, 7om in St Mary’s, Thornton Watlass - Foot Washing Communion

Fri 18th April, 10.30am at the Bedale Park Bandstand Walk of Witness with Bedale Churches
Together

Fri 18th April, 2pm in Saint Gregory‘s Church, Bedale - The Liturgy of the Cross




OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR

Bel Newman, Mark Newman, Lesley Hall, Delma Bode, John Hall, Chris, George, Olive
Robinson, Chris, Justin, Amanda, Alison, Tim, Dan, George Carling, John,

Rachel Oysten, Doris Pearson, and Kevin.

RIP
Chris Nattrass, Norma Thomas, Elaine Kershaw, Raymond Mosley, and Sue Thomas.
May they rest in peace and rise in glory

Praying for Edwin in Bolivia

We pray you would bless Edwin as he grows. Keep him safe and strong in the weeks,
months and years ahead. Give his family grace and strength through the highs and lows
of caring for a child. In Jesus’ name. Amen

Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, who in your tender love towards the human race
sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ to take upon him our flesh and to suffer
death upon the cross: grant that we may follow the example of his patience and
humility, and also be made partakers of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Reading - Isaiah 50.4-9a

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that | may know how to sustain the
weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens - wakens my ear to listen as those
who are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and | was not rebellious, | did not turn
backwards. | gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled
out the beard; | did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord God helps me;

therefore | have not been disgraced; therefore | have set my face like flint, and | know
that | shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me?

Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord
God who helps me; who will declare me guilty?

Second Reading - Philippians 2.5-11

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself,

taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form,
he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death - even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
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the Father.

Gospel Reading - Luke 19.28—-40

After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. When he had come
near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the
disciples, saying, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied
there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you,
“Why are you untying it?” just say this: “The Lord needs it.”’ So those who were sent
departed and found it as he had told them. As they were untying the colt, its owners
asked them, ‘Why are you untying the colt?’ They said, ‘The Lord needs it.’ Then they
brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. As he
rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. As he was now approaching
the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to
praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen,
saying, ‘Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and
glory in the highest heaven!” Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher,
order your disciples to stop.” He answered, ‘| tell you, if these were silent, the stones
would shout out.’

Post Communion Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant, and in
obedience died on the cross for our salvation: give us the mind to follow you and
to proclaim you as Lord and King, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The events described are what we typically refer to as Palm Sunday. We hear Jesus’ command
which seem slightly strange. He doesn’t ask to borrow the donkey; he tells his disciples to go and
take it. In this role they are acting as royal emissaries. It was often customary for an arriving king
to request transportation from the locals. Jesus is making a statement about his identity in this
command.

Why the donkey? First, Jesus was fulfilling scripture. Matthew quotes Zechariah 9:9, which had
long been seen as a Messianic passage. In ancient times a king always rode a horse during
military processionals, either going out to make war or triumphantly returning from war. When
the king went out on a civil or peaceful purpose he rode a donkey.

The idea of Jesus riding the donkey becomes particularly meaningful as he enters Jerusalem. The
crowds have gathered and are waiving palm branches and shouting Hosanna! Palm branches
were a national symbol in Israel. The word “hosanna” comes from Psalm 118:25-26. It literally
means “save us.” The Hallel (Hebrew for praise) was composed of Psalms 113-118, which were
often sung during Passover. These psalms were used to express hope for future redemption.
Jesus even quotes Psalm 118 Messianically in Matthew 21:42. The people were also spreading
their garments before Jesus, which was only done for a king.

So, here we have the people making clear their expectations—Jesus as Messiah was to save them
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from their Roman oppressors and set up his kingdom on earth to rule as David and Solomon did.
They wanted him to lead a revolt against Rome. Jesus is sending an equally strong statement in
his actions, that he is indeed a king, but not the kind of king the people wanted. He was a king of
peace, not of war. He wasn’t there to lead a revolt against the Romans. However, the religious
leaders could see all of this going down and they knew exactly the symbolism from both sides.
They knew the messianic prophesy from Zechariah and they knew the Hallel. This is why Luke
19:39-40 records the Pharisees as telling Jesus to tell his followers to be quiet. Besides being
jealous of Jesus’ popularity, they were afraid of repercussions from Rome.

It’s also interesting that Jesus chose to enter Jerusalem as he did on this day. He went back to
Jerusalem several times that week, and had been there many times previously, but never entered
like this. Jesus had planned this procession in advance. We know this by his sending his disciples
to get the donkey. One thing to recognize about Holy Week is that everything Jesus said and did
was extraordinarily intentional. This procession was one of the primary pieces of evidence used
against Jesus later in the week which forced Pilate to crucify Jesus. Without the procession,
without the obvious references to kingship Jesus intentionally undertook, Pilate might not have
gone through with it. Jesus chose the cross and maneuvered all of the pieces necessary to get
him there.

Jesus knew everyone was completely missing the point. Luke 19:41-44 records Jesus weeping
over Jerusalem. Here they have their Messiah in front of them, but they don’t recognize him for
who he truly is. Palm Sunday is hardly a joyful day. It’s an incredibly sad day and we miss the point
so often in today’s modern church. We make it around something happy with people jumping up
and waiving palm branches. We've idealized Palm Sunday and miss it for what it really is—people
missing the point about God. Palm Sunday is not a day we should be happy about. How often
does God appear to us, speak to us, lead us, but we ignore it or turn away from him because it’s
not what we want or expect God to do. We’re no better than the people of Jerusalem that day.
God calls us to one thing but we want to do another and we get mad when God doesn’t act the
way we want. That’s what Palm Sunday is really about, Charlie Brown.

One thing we need to make clear about Holy Week. This was not Jesus against Judaism. Jesus was
a part of Judaism, not apart from Judaism and the only way to understand what Jesus said and
did was to understand his actions from the Jewish perspective. The conflict is also not about
priests and sacrifices. Jesus’ passion was not a protest against the Temple or animal sacrifice.
Rather, his protest was against a domination system legitimated in the name of God, a system
radically different from what the already present and coming Kingdom of God would be like. The
domination system set up by the Temple priests and the Roman governors meant that rule was by
a few, economic exploitation was commonplace, and there was religious legitimating of the
system, basically saying if you're against this you’re against God. So, it was not Jesus against
Judaism, or vice-versa. It was a Jewish voice about what loyalty to God truly meant. And, as the
Messiah, his is the decisive voice.

Two processions entered Jerusalem that day. We're faced with the question 2,000 years later—

which procession are you in? Which procession do we want to be in? Take a moment to reflect on
how many times we’ve missed God because he didn’t do what we wanted.



