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The main news from Burrill is that we have 
been having a spring tidy up around the 
Church yard. Three hours were spent tidying 
up the hedges, grass edging, branches, and 
removing ivy from the walls.  It is all looking 
much tidier now. The gutters were also cleaned out, and compost heaps 
were built, ready for the coming year. 
 

On the day 5 helpers were able to come and help, they all enjoyed coffee 
& homemade shortbread/ginger biscuits to fuel their work. 
           Chris G 

Burrill News 

HOLY WEEK and EASTER 
When you hear clergy strongly encouraging you to attend the services of Holy 
Week, especially the Great Three Days (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the 
Easter Vigil), it’s not just because they like to see more people in the pews, or 
it’s good for their egos, or they want parishioners to see how much effort goes 
into these liturgies.  
 

It is because they believe in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and the 
transforming power of the Christian faith. It’s because they love you and want 
nothing more than for you to have such a moving encounter with our Lord, 
that it will change your life. It’s an invitation rooted in profound love, and a 
recognition that there is literally nothing more important in the entire world 
than to participate fully as we collectively journey from the Upper Room to 
Calvary to the Empty Tomb.  
 

I hope you will join your churches a lot this week. And I bid you all a most 
blessed Holy Week.  (See the Rector Writes for Service Details) 



THE RECTOR WRITES 
Our lent groups this year have concentrated on the 
emotions of Jesus; namely gratitude, joy, anger,    
compassion, and weariness. From the course material 
we have looked through the emotions of Jesus into our 
own life and our own times. This gave us a new       
perspective on Jesus and how we react within any   
given situation, yes, even within our own lives. 
 

Holy Week is a time when all emotions are present in the story of 
Jesus last days, where we will find that joy, anger, gratitude,       
compassion, and awareness found written large. In the services that 
are available across the benefits and across various churches you will 
have opportunity to see and experience those emotions that are 
contained in Jesus final days and hours and to feel the emotions that 
wrecked him, overwhelmed him, but kept him in his Father’s realm. 
 

HOLY WEEK  
 

Mon 14th April in Burrill Church - Meditation on Judas  
 

Tues 15th April in St John’s, Leeming St John’s - Taize 
Service  
 

Wed 16th April in Bedale & District Methodist Church - Meditation  
 

Thur 17th April in St Mary’s, Thornton Watlass - Foot Washing 
Communion  
 

Friday 18th April, 10.30am at the Bedale Park Bandstand 
         Walk of Witness with Bedale Churches Together  
 

2pm at St Gregory’s, Bedale - The Liturgy of the Cross 
 

EASTER 
 

8,00am BCP Holy Communion at St Gregory‘s, Bedale. 
9.15am Holy Communion & the Lighting of the Easter Fire at  
      St Gregory‘s, Bedale. 
10.45am Easter Service at St Mary’s, Thornton Watlass. 
11.00am Easter Service at St John’s, Leeming.    
 
During Lent I have revisited a picture of Rembrandt's Prodigal Son as 
the parable has surfaced whilst we looked at the emotion's of  Jesus 
The questions that surfaced are all based around the ‘Am I?’ question. 

Mon to Thur 
7pm start. 



And the emotions then generated. 
Am I the young prodigal son, wayward, away from home? Damaged 
by my own actions and an uncaring world. Am I ready and willing to 
return to the father's arms.   
 

Perhaps I am the elder brother, no less prodigal in his attitudes. He 
stayed and worked by his father. Yet he is still distant and resentful 
of the father's love for his younger brother. His resentment means he 
is unable to access the arms of his father. In this sense, who is more 
prodigal?   
  
Then there is the father to consider, although he may never be seen 
as prodigal at all. Yet, he loves and cherishes both his sons, whether 
they strayed or remained faithful. For the light in the picture is shared 
by both, yet in the moment only one is in the father’s arms. Who is 
more prodigal?   
   
Dwelling with the picture, the parable reflects on myself. Where am I 
in the mixture of the father's love? What is my response? This is 
where I have been led this Lenten time.   
  

How far would God go for you? See, the Easter message is to allow 
the death, but more importantly the resurrection and  return of Jesus. 
With the story and Rembrandt's painting of the Prodigal Son in mind, 
I am looking to go and watch the Mel Gibson film this Holy Week. If  
I, can get our perspective from a painting what will I get from a film of 
the crucifixion, perhaps an even better understanding of Easter and 
the resurrection. And greater willingness to bring my life and the lives 
of others in prayer.   
  

May this Easter be both holy and a blessing to you.  



An orthodox Christian wrote, “What does the phrase 'Kyrie Eleison' really 
mean? And why do churches often prefer to use it multiple times during 
the liturgy and using this Greek phrase, rather than its English translation -
'Lord have mercy'?” 
 

The reason is similar to why we still use Hebrew words like Hosanna,     
Alleluia, Sabbath and Amen. Simply because it's often difficult to  capture 
the essence of the words 'Kyrie Eleison' fully in English or another 
language. The word 'eleison' has the same root with the similar sounding 
Greek word for olive oil `elaio' - which in the New Testament is seen as a 
healing agent (Read the parable of the Good Samaritan in St. Luke 10:34). 
Similarly we see the same word used in St. James 5:14 (which refers to  
using oil (elaios) to pray for the sick). Thus elaios (oil), as with eleos 
(mercy), is synonymous with soothing, comforting and taking away pain. 

The Hebrew word translated into Greek as 'eleos' (mercy) is ‘hesed’ which 
denotes God’s persistent  and unconditional tenderness, steadfast love, 
loving kindness and compassion. 
 

Putting it all together, when we say 'Kyrie Eleison' we are saying 'Lord, 
soothe me, comfort me, forgive me, take away my pain, show me your 
steadfast love'. Its a prayer for healing and for forgiveness. 
 

Thus mercy does not simply refer so much to justice or acquittal , a very 
Western interpretation, but to the infinite loving-kindness of God, and his 
compassion for his  suffering children! It is in this sense that we pray `Lord, 
have mercy with great frequency throughout the Liturgy. The Canaanite 
woman cried out - 'Kyrie Eleison'. The father of the son troubled with       
demons cried out - 'Kyrie Eleison'. The two unnamed blind men called out 
to Jesus saying - 'Kyrie Eleison'. The publican cried and said - 'Kyrie Eleison' 
And the blind Bartimaeus cried out to Jesus - 'Kyrie Eleison'. 
 

 Let us also cry out and say 'Kyrie Eleison'. 



April and May Prayer Diary 

1 Bedale Road Aiskew  Falcon Place Aiskew 
2 Bedale Rose Avenue Leeming Bar  Firby Road Bedale 

3 Beech Close RAF Leeming  Fitzalan Road Bedale 

4 Beechwood Close Bedale  Foundry Way Leeming Bar 

5 Beechwood Court Bedale  Fox Covert Close Aiskew 
6 Benkhill Drive Bedale  Freemans Way Leeming Bar 

7 Beresford Close Bedale  Glebe Close Bedale 

8 Bielby Close Aiskew  Glebe Square Leeming Bar 
9 Blind Lane Aiskew  Grange Avenue Leeming Bar 
10 Bluebell Way Aiskew  Grange Close Bedale 

11 Bowe Crescent Bedale  Grange Road Bedale 

12 Bridge Street Bedale  Green Dragon Yard Bedale 

13 Brookside Avenue Bedale  Green Gate Exelby 

14 Brookside Close Bedale  Green Lane Clifton 

15 Burrill Road Bedale  Green Lane Bedale 

16 Calvert Way Bedale  Greendale Court Bedale 

17 Cherry Grove Aiskew  Halfpenny House Ln Clifton 

18 Chestnut Close Aiskew  Harbour Rise Bedale 

19 Church Close Leeming  Harbour View Bedale 

20 College Court Bedale  Hargill Lane Leeming 

21 Connaught Terrace Bedale  Harkness Close Leeming Bar 
22 Conygarth Way Leeming Bar  Harkness Drive Leeming Bar 

23 Cowling Lane Burrill  Hawthorn Lane Bedale 

24 Cowling Road Burrill  Hawthorn Mews Leeming Bar 

25 Dale Close T/Watlass  Hawthorne Close RAF Leeming 
26 Easby Close Bedale  Hazel Court Aiskew 

27 Elm Tree Lane Aiskew  Heron Close Aiskew 
28 Emgate Bedale  High Lane  Burrill 
29 Exelby Close Exelby  High Row T/Watlass 

30 Exelby Lane Leeming  Hird Avenue Bedale 
31 Fairview Flats Leeming Bar  Hollins Lane Bedale 

Intercessions for the streets, roads and lanes within 

the Benefice and specific themes for daily prayer 

during the months covered by this magazine. 



1 For the Church Wardens of the churches and give thanks for their commitment. 

2 For all who come to be married in our Benefice & to those who minister to them. 
3 For  those who care for relatives in their own homes & for those whom they care. 
4 For those who help with the maintenance of the church buildings and look after the 

linen, candles, and other elements which assist in the worship of our churches. 
5 For the Doctors, home helps, Herriot & McMillan Hospices & Marie Curie Nurses. 

6 For new members to come into our church family and that they will be welcomed. 
7 For our national government & members of parliament, for the difficult decisions 

they have to make. For honesty & integrity of action for the people they represent. 
8 For those whom you find it difficult to pray for. 
9 The congregations of the churches in the Benefice. 
10 For the emergency services, including the air ambulance. 
11 For the Coastguard and volunteers of the Pennine, Dales & Moors Rescue Services. 
12 For all the staff and pupils of the schools in the benefice. 
13 For all the volunteers involved in running the Community Library. 
14 For all who work and use the commercial and retail areas in the Benefice. 
15 For all in the Armed Services, especially those at RAF Leeming & Catterick Garrison. 
16 For Simon, Caroline, and their family and their ministry with us. 
17 For the mission and ministry of our churches in their respective parishes. 
18 For all who minister and the congregations of the Methodist, Pentecostal and      

Catholic Churches in our Benefice and those who travel further for worship. 
19 All who act as servers and who do the readings and intercessions at the services 

20 For all involved in the local tourist industry and the volunteers of the Tourist           
Information Office. 

21 The treasurers, secretaries and other officers of the various PCCs. 
22 For the local prayer and study groups and that they will grow in number. 

23 For our ministry to children and young people both in the local schools and at            
outside activities. 

24 For the homeless, those who work to help them and the volunteers who administer 
the food banks. 

25 For the housebound and the lonely. 

26 For the ministry and leadership of the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, our Dioc-
esan Bishop, and our Deanery Bishops. 

27 For the Readers and Lay Worship Leaders in the Benefice. 
28 For all the hospitals, the staff, volunteers and the patients in their care. 

29 For the tourists who visit our area and those who just pass through. 

30 For the farming community. 
31 For all who help in the maintenance of the church buildings and care for the linen, 

candles, and other elements which assist our worship. 



THE RECTOR’S RAMBLE 2025 

This is not an article about a 
particularly erudite and 
lengthy sermon planned for 
next Sunday, but rather this 
years sponsored expedition. 
Beginning Monday 5th May 
over the inside of the week 
the plan is to walk from 

Spurn Point in East Yorkshire, at the mouth of the Humber     
Estuary all the way North to Whitby, thus completing the whole 
of the coast from the Tyne to the Humber.  
 

The merry  band will as ever consist of Chris, as support and 
transport, the Rector and as per last year Matt with the 
addition of Andrew who has volunteered to join the adventure. 
 

As in previous years there will be sponsor sheet in each of the 
churches raising support for each part of the Benefice as well as 
offering encouragement to the Scouting Movement in Bedale 
as they raise funds for their store and river access where the 
old fire station was situated opposite the Scout Hall at the 
entrance to the cemetery. 
 

The ramble in the southern section is reasonably flat and may 

entail beach walking, tides       
allowing. The northern stretch is 
cliff top & involves inlet bottoms 
- some climbing. We will cover 
100 miles or so which is a little 
less than last year. 
 

Day walkers encouraged and 
any support most welcome!!  





BAPTISM, CONFIRMATION, WEDDINGS & MEMORIALS 
 

For any enquiries please contact admin@bedale.church.  

Service Times and Venues. 

 9.15am—Communion 
* Facebook  

10.45—Communion 
 

18.30—Evensong 
Conference Call 

Week 1 
 

+8am St Gregory’s 
Bedale 

10.45 T/Watlass 
11am  Leeming 

St Gregory’s 
Bedale 

Week 2 
 

St Gregory’s 
Bedale 

St Mary’s 
Thornton Watlass 

Burrill 
Church 

Week 3 
 

St Gregory’s 
Bedale 

10.45 T/Watlass 
11am  Leeming 

St Mary’s 
Thornton Watlass 

Week 4 
 

9 am Burrill Church 
St Gregory’s 

St Mary’s 
Thornton Watlass 

St John’s 
Leeming 

Thursday @10.30am 
HC @ St Gregory’s 

Note that Evensong begins at 6.30pm when the clocks change for summer 

Deanery Prayer Meetings - 2025 

WHEN?     1st Mondays 11am - 12noon.  

Arrive at 10.45am if you would like tea/ coffee 

WHERE?       East Witton Parish Room each month (near 
the bus stop at the bottom of the Green). You can park on the road side. 

WHAT?   Our prayers for our beautiful deanery will have a liturgical 
structure with space in between for our own prayers and for silent pray-
er. YOU DO NOT HAVE TO PRAY OUT LOUD. God hears all the prayers of 
our hearts, whether spoken or unspoken, and everyone is warmly invited 
to come. 

WHO?   You! Why not? God hears all the prayers offered to him. He 
doesn’t favour the prayers of some over others. 

DATES: 1st Monday of each month (not May or August) beginning on: 
  Monday 6th January 10.45am for coffee. Finish at 12pm 



Have you looked at any old 
photographs of yourself  recently?  
Perhaps a photograph taken five 
or ten years ago, or even one 
from twenty or thirty years ago? Notice the changes over the 
years?  Of course, you do, but yet it is still the same you! 
 
 

Each one of us begins our life as a single cell which has an 
inbuilt power to multiply.  Today, your body has about sixty 
million cells and every single one of those cells is alive and has 
its own force field.  And if you think that’s mind-blowing, each 
one of those cells is recognisable as your own and it cannot 
possibly belong to anyone else but you.  You are an absolute 
miracle.   
 

The bad news is that every second of every hour of every day 
of your life, about five million of your cells die.  Even if you are 
a quick reader, while you have been reading this letter, about 
fifty million of your living cells have departed from this life.  But 
don’t panic!!  The good and amazing news is that your body 
renews itself, and all the cells have been replaced by new cells.  
The body is in the business of death and resurrection.  Every 
seven years or so, every single cell in your body will have died 
and been replaced by a new living cell.  You are in a continual 
process of death and resurrection. 
 

Given all of that, it’s no wonder that we change with the years, 
but even the death of fifty million cells hasn’t the power to 
destroy you.  You continue to be the same “you” underneath all 
the changes.  The reality of all of this is that we are actually 
dying every day and in our death is our newness of life.  Surely 
if God can create such wonderful creatures who are forever 
dying and rising, we can hardly doubt his power to give life 
beyond the grave. 
 

As we approach this season of Easter, why not get out your 
photograph album and take a look at how you’ve changed over 
the years.  As you look at the photographs and ponder on the 
miracle of your physical body, it might help you to realise afresh 
the reality and the wonder of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who by his death has given us new life – ALLELUIA! 

RESURRECTION 



Who’s Who Around the Benefice 

Rector  

Rev’d Canon Simon Moor samoor@bedale.church  01677 988175 
 

Clergy 
Rev’d Robin Brown robin.stel1@btinternet.com 01677 425483 
Rev’d Philip Carrington   philipjcarrington@gmail.com   01677 425077 
Rev’d Canon Adrian Gatrill adrian.gatrill@gmail.com   07920 837256 
 

Readers  
Michelle Dearlove michelle@bedale.church  07483 296927  
Steve Madsen  snmadsen@outlook.com 01677 988178 
 

Family Chaplain 
Michelle Dearlove michelle@bedale.church 07483 296927 
    

Parish Administrator  
Sarah Ryder   admin@bedale.church  01677 425985 

Benefice Safeguarding Officer    
Linda Collingwood safeguarding@bedale.church 07944 599351 

Chantry Hall Lets 
Sarah Ryder  admin@bedale.church  01677 425985 
 

Bulletin and Magazine       Via the Rector or Parish Administrator 

  

 

St Gregory, Bedale  
Church Wardens  
Phillip Witty       cw.phillip@bedale.church 07891 537082 
Linda Collingwood cw.linda@bedale.church 07944 599351 
 

Treasurer 
Paul Carnell  treasurer@bedale.church 01677 422503 
 

PCC Secretary  
Sarah Ryder  admin@bedale.church  01677 425985 
 

Organist 
Richard Boyton  rickdomino47@aol.com 01677 425800 
  

Bell Ringers 
Rev Robin Brown robin.stel1@btinternet.com 01677 425483 
 

Electoral Roll Officer  
Sarah Ryder  pccsecretary@bedale.Church  01677 425985 



Mission Church, Burrill  
 

Church Warden  
Chris Griffiths chrisandmargie@btinternet .com   01677 422632 

 

Treasurers  
John Gill  jd.gill@btinternet.com  07549 353696  
 

PCC Secretaries 
Elaine Averis elaineaveris@gmail.com  01677 424300   
Jonathon Page        077894 36119  
  
 

St Mary the Virgin, Thornton Watlass  
 

Church Warden  
Christopher Carruthers   cjcskiwatlass@aol.com    01677 423519 
  

Treasurer  
Elizabeth Cross  crosselizabeth250@gmail.com   07529220540  

  

PCC Secretary  
Carol Armstrong      carol.armstrong21@outlook.com  01677 460063   
 

Organist  
Christine Carruthers   cjcskiwatlass@aol.com     01677 423519 
 

Electoral Roll Officer 
Sandra Wilkinson  sandrawilkinson999@gmail.com  07387 683563  
 
 
 

St John the Baptist, Leeming  
 

Church Warden 
Chris Lyon  chrislyon_52@hotmail.co.uk  01677 425168 

 

Treasurer and PCC Secretary  
Diane Crisp mail@thecrisps.plus.com  01677 426049  
 

Organist  
Joan Lyon  chrislyon_52@hotmail.co.uk  01677 425168  

 

Electoral Roll Officer  
Chris Lyon chrislyon_52@hotmail.co.uk 01677 425168 
   



 

What brings you JOY? 

Week 1 of our Lenten Journey looked at what things are we thankful for 

and the things that bring us joy. Below are some of the responses of the 

group. 

Beauty in the world / dedicated people /nature/ for the family of the 

church worldwide/ I am grateful for the many blessings I've had in my 

life/ the love I have had when I was young from people/ that I can 

express my faith in relative freedom without fear of persecution or 

ridicule/ long and happy life and my mother's life /my nursing life and 

career/ the blessing of my faith in Jesus Christ / wife and family/ that I 

have sufficient to be comfortable and content / the garden, countryside 

my home/ music/ the feeling of the soil between my fingers planting 

seedlings/ nature and creation/ those who care for others/ family and 

friends /helping hands, a warm house a nice meal/ for the support given 

to Matthew and Grace/ for all that Jesus means and  the support of 

friends in church/ faith/ having enough for those who give their time 

and resources to support the suffering/ friendships/ my long peaceful 

and happy life with my friends and family /my fruitful days / those who 

have being there for me/ grateful for my husband's care of me for my 

grandchildren and great grandchildren but extra grateful for God's 

presence in my life/ the cold air which I feel on my face on opening the 

window first thing in the morning/ for strength to live watching God's 

love and message which evolves through the allotment planting 

growing living harvesting dying and giving thanks God's presence day/ 

today/ pets and the joy they bring/ healthy with enough money to live 

on/ family, friendship, music/ joy of grandchildren smiles/ friends and 

the food we eat.   AMEN 

What is it that brings you Joy? 

What are you grateful for? 



Chatterings from 
Tuesday Togetherness 
 

Well, it’s fair to say that Spring is well 
and truly on its way although the 
mornings are still a little chilly if you 
happen to be up early enough. 
Tuesdays are continuing to be popular, and we even had a coach trip 
from Doncaster descend on us last week. We continue to support 
our communities and have recently had collections for Christian Aid 
and a local animal welfare charity called Alley Cats. 
 

We have an EGG-citing Yorkshire based Quiz, at the moment, with 
the opportunity to win a scummy Easter Egg. There is still time to 
enter as the closing date is the 11th of April. Quiz sheets are available 
from Tuesday Togetherness. 
 

We have many things planned for the coming months including 
Afternoon Concerts by the Thornton Watlass Choir and the Yorkshire 
Decibels (details to be confirmed) We are still confirming our Annual 
trip, again, details to follow when we have them but it will be early 
August and this year’s destination is to be Skipton. 
 

Exciting news in that our Menu will be changing from the 13th May 
when we will be doing our healthy  salad buffet with baked potatoes.  
A couple of dates to note: 
15 April Coffee and Communion with the competition winners 
announced  
22 April Coffee Morning 10.00 – 12.30 (No Lunch) 
6 May CLOSED Team away-day.  
27th May Coffee Morning 10.00 - 12.00 (No Lunch) 
 

There is always something happening at Tuesday Togetherness and 
we warmly invite you to come and share in Hospitality, Fellowship 
and Togetherness. 



Curate’s Credentials 
Hi, I’m Lee. I served in the Army for 

nearly 10 years until I was medically 

discharged in 2022. Before I joined 

up, I worked as a mechanic fixing 

black cabs in Liverpool, where I’m 

originally from. This employment in the city taught me a lot 

about hard work and the importance of helping others. 

Right now, I’m studying to become Clergy at St. Hild College 

in Mirfield, West Yorkshire and I am gaining experience by 

working at Catterick Village Parish. My journey to faith    

started 15 years ago. I didn’t grow up as a Christian, but 

when I began searching for God, I realized He was always 

with me—I just hadn’t noticed. This changed my life and has 

made me want to serve others.  

I have very recently taken vows with The Order of The Holy 

Paraclete at St Hilda's Priory in Whitby. I am part of the York 

network with the Order, and we come together to pray for 

our areas and support each other’s ministry. 

I’m excited to be starting a new chapter in my ministry as I 

look forward to serving as Assistant Curate in the Benefice of 

Bedale. I’m especially looking forward to working alongside 

Simon and gaining more experience in ministry over the next 

few years. 



I’m a proud husband to my wife, Louise, and 

together we have three wonderful kids. We 

love spending time together, and I’m always 

grateful for my family.  

I enjoy keeping reptiles, 

fishing, and watching films in 

my free time. My family and friends are very 

dear to me; they have supported me throughout 

my life, through the battles and blessings, and 

remain with me moving forward, for which I am 

very grateful. 

I look forward to ordination, living and working alongside folk in 

the Benefice. 

   Lee 

Advance Notice 

Lee will be ordained deacon in Wakefield             

Cathedral Saturday 28th June 2025.  

His first  service will be in St John’s Leeming ,   

Sunday 29th June at the Benefice Service with a 

10.30am start. 



Words From Leeming 

 

I make no apologies for saying that this might 

well be my shortest update from St John’s.   

You will all probably be aware that in January we 

lost one of our long-standing congregation members.  So, this is my 

personal farewell to my friend David Pratt. We first met when Joan and 

I started attending St John’s, 20+ years ago.  A quietly spoken, friendly, 

knowledgeable guy with a subtle, but wicked, sense of humour.  He 

was an excellent teacher, especially with regards to the building and 

fabric of the church, and the peculiarities of the clock in the tower. His 

patience in teaching me all about the regularly required routine 

maintenance was second to none.  I honestly think that there was not 

a stone in the entire building that he didn’t know!!  He was passionate 

about the upkeep of the church and did most of the essential mainte-

nance, together with Elizabeth.  No job was beyond his creativity (you 

should see his “extended” paint brush for the high walls!).    

Although I come from a family associated with dairy farming, I knew 

very little of “sheep”.  I still don’t, but what knowledge I do have now, 

is the result of David’s patience in listening to, and answering, my 

many questions!! 

Joan in particular will miss your 

cheeky “thumbs up” when she 

played one of your many favourite 

“Methodist” hymns!  

So farewell my fellow Church War-

den, friend and genuinely lovely guy.  

Rest in Peace David, you will never 

be forgotten.   Chris L 



Witterings of a Watlass Warden 
As I begin to put something together for this edition 
of Bedale and Beyond we have reached mid Lent 
and Mothering Sunday when it was good to come 
together for worship as a united benefice. It set me 
thinking about how this Lent was influencing my thoughts. Firstly, we 
started Lent, as usual, by thinking about the temptations of Jesus in the 
wilderness. We are reminded that “one cannot live by bread alone”, but 
we need bread or nutrition to live at all. The moral being that we are 
reminded that there are still many people in our world who continue to 
starve to death and that, as Christians in particular, we have a 
responsibility to do something about it, however small. “Love your 
neighbour.” Jesus was concerned about ordinary people, the poor, 
despised; he ate with sinners and publicans. Our world is and has always 
been a profoundly unequal place to live in where some people appear to 
be innately selfish whilst others are kind. Our greed causes untold 
suffering. The big question is, of course, will we be held accountable in 
some way on the day of judgement. Lent gives us the opportunity to go 
into the wilderness and learn afresh what it means to be a follower of 
Jesus. He, Jesus, discovered in the wilderness that there is no place for 
preferential treatment. As Christians we do not get a special deal where 
we are protected from the ups and downs of life that everyone shares. 
This simply does not happen. Lent reminds us that we all need to be 
stripped bare to allow God to enter our lives and renew our purpose of 
serving others. At the end of Lent, we will be reminded that sacrifice 
looms large. The giving of oneself for others, regardless of the 
consequences. The ultimate vision of service; the death and resurrection 
of Jesus for us! 
 

 
Secondly, I have been reading an immensely spiritual book “Letters from 
the Desert”, written by Carlo Carretto and given to me by a retired 
Bishop. It tells of the prominent Catholic activist Carlo Carretto who, at 
the age of 45, was summoned by a voice that said “Leave everything, 
come with me into the desert. I don’t want your action any longer, I 
want your prayer and your love.” He responded by leaving for North 
Africa where he joined the Little Brothers of Jesus in the deserts of that 



area. I am not suggesting that we up sticks and go to the desert physically but 
the book reminds us that we are often in the desert ourselves surrounded by 
human indifference and neglect. Don’t forget though that when we are in that 
desert, we have the ultimate companion at our side in the person of Jesus 
himself, who knew what it was like to be in the desert. 
 

Thirdly, in our Lent course this year we have been following “The Emotions of 
Jesus” prepared by the Diocese of Edinburgh. It includes contributions from 
Rev. David Paton-Williams, former Rector of Bedale. 
It reminds us that Jesus was fully human, just like us, and so would have 
experienced many of the emotions that we ourselves experience. Five in 
particular have been chosen: Gratitude, Joy, Anger, Compassion and 
Weariness. We have been challenged to reflect on our response to these 
emotions to help us come to a fuller understanding of where we are and who 
we are so enabling us to try to know what it is that God wants of us. I am 
reminded that in prayer we spend a lot of time asking God for things or the do 
things but sometimes it is worth saying “Now God, what is it that you want of 
me?” You will often be surprised by the answer!    Chris C 
 

Thornton Watlass Dates for the Diary 
APRIL 5th  Lent Lunch in the village hall 12noon – 1.30pm 
 8th  Tuesday Club 7.30pm at The Buck Inn Games Evening 
 6th  PCC meeting after church 
                     Open Gardens Clifton Castle 2-5pm 
 15th Gardening Club 7.30pm in the village hall 
  Planting for Year Round Interest  Keeley Metcalfe 
 17th Communion for Maundy Thursday 7pm with Choral Group 
 27th Annual Parochial Church Meeting 1145am in church 
MAY 11th Service for Rogation Sunday 1045am 
 13th Tuesday Club Visit to Scruton Station 6pm 
 18th  Sponsored Hymn playing/singing in church 2pm 
   Teas, coffees, scones and cakes 
 19th Parish Council AGM 7.30pm in the village hall 
 20th  Gardening Club 7.30pm in the village hall 
   Dahlias David Matthewman 
 21st  PCC 7pm at School House 
June 13th  Thornton Watlass Choral Group  
   Annual Concert in Church 7.30pm 
 15th  Confirmation Service 


