
1 

 

Church News for 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 

Bedale, Burrill, Leeming and Thornton Watlass  

BENEFICE BULLETIN 

24th and 25th  December 2024 

This week’s floodlighting is in memory of  

Herbert Smith 

To sponsor the floodlighting in memory of someone then please get in 

touch with Sarah in the office on 07949 006681 or admin@bedale.church    

   Merry Christmas  

from Simon, Michelle, Sarah, Paul and all the  

         Church Wardens 

Conference Call Tel 03330110945 and enter when prompted  Room No.66307496#    PIN 9498 

 
Morning Services - St Gregory's,  

Bedale  

Morning Services - St Mary's,  St John's 

and Burrill 

16:00/18.30—Evensong  

conference call 

24th Dec   

4:00pm Crib Service, 

 St Gregory's 

3:00pm Crib Service, 

 St Mary's, Thornton Watlass 

7:30pm Christmas Eve  

Communion, St John's,  

Leeming  # 

11:30pm Midnight  

Communion,  St Gregory's # 

11:30pm Midnight  

Communion,  St Mary's # 
 

25th Dec  
8am St Gregory's # 9:00am Burrill Church # 

No evensong 
 10:00am St Gregory's  10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass # 

28th Dec  
9:15am St Gregory’s, Bedale 

#F  

10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass # 
No evensong 

11:00 St John’s, Leeming # 

Service Times and Venues 

Daily Morning and Evening Prayer conference calls at 8:30am and 4:30pm 

Thursdays 10:30am BCP communion at St Gregory’s 

NOTICES 
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Advent Wreath Prayers—The Christ  

Reader 1: : Rejoice, people of God! The light has come into the world. 

 

O God, now we light the candle of your nativity! 

(The centre white Christ candle is lit.) 

 

Reader 2: With the company of heaven and with sounds of great joy, you come to us. This is 

the time of light and resplendent joy. 

 

Reader 1: : The prophet Isaiah proclaimed a time when those who walked in the shadows 

would see a great light. A light would shine and a child would be born to us. The evangelist Luke 

painted the nativity sky and repeated the heavenly song of the angels, "Glory, peace on earth 

and goodwill!" John declared that this great light is Christ, the Word made flesh. This great light 

lives among us. By it we behold God's glory—full of grace and truth. At Christ's nativity, we now 

rejoice. 

 

God, our Life and Light, thank you for coming this night (day) to us.  

Thanks for touching all heaven and earth with your splendour.  

In every corner of the world, shine this night (day) with your peace. 

In every corner of our hearts, shine this night (day) with your grace. Amen. 

 

Sing - Tune - Love Divine 

Shine on us, O God of justice; 

Guide our path through gloom of night; 

Bear within us Wisdom's glory; 

You are here, O Christ the Light. 

 

Collect for Christmas Eve Midnight 

Eternal God, who made this most holy night to shine with the brightness of your one true 

light: bring us, who have known the revelation of that light on earth, to see the radiance 

of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Collect for Christmas Day 

Almighty God, you have given us your only–begotten Son to take our nature upon him 

and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin: grant that we, who have been born again 

Our Prayers Are Asked For 

Bel Newman, Mark Newman, Lesley Hall, Delma Bode, John Hall, Olive Robinson,  

Chris, Justin, Alison, Dan, John, Rachel Oysten, Doris Pearson,  Mal Rowland, 

Michelle Hammond, Terry and Marion, Caleb, Bailey Cuthbert, Brenda,   

Ann Madsen, and Claire Bell. 

RIP 

Steve Madsen, Renee Stag, Alistair Bain, Bob Turnbull, Joan Marshall,  

and Meg Graham. 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

PRAYERS AND READINGS 
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and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

First Reading - Isiah 9.2-7 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 

darkness— on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the 

yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have 

broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments 

rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given 

to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named  

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David 

and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this 

time onwards and for evermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  

 

Second Reading -  Hebrews 1.1-12 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these 

last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he 

also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very 

being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, 

he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels 

as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

‘You are my Son; 

   today I have begotten you’? 

Or again, 

‘I will be his Father, 

   and he will be my Son’? 

And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

‘Let all God’s angels worship him.’ 

Of the angels he says, 

‘He makes his angels winds, 

   and his servants flames of fire.’ 

But of the Son he says, 

‘Your throne, O God, is for ever and ever, 

   and the righteous sceptre is the sceptre of your kingdom. 

You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 

therefore God, your God, has anointed you 

   with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.’ 

And, 

‘In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 

   and the heavens are the work of your hands; 

they will perish, but you remain; 

   they will all wear out like clothing; 

like a cloak you will roll them up, 

   and like clothing they will be changed. 

But you are the same, 

   and your years will never end.’ 
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Gospel Reading—Luke 2.1-20 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And 
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David 
a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped 
in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us 

go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known 

to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all 

who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words 

and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

Gospel Reading— John 1.1-14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 

the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 

came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 

light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to 

the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 

him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were 

born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 

father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

Post Communion Prayer for Christmas Eve Midnight 

God our Father,  in this night you have made known to us again the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ: confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him until the day dawns and Christ the 

Morning Star rises in our hearts. To him be glory both now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer for Christmas Day 

God our Father, whose Word has come among us in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: may 

the light of faith illumine our hearts and shine in our words and deeds; through him who 

is Christ the Lord.  Amen. 


