BENEFICE BULLETIN

Church News for

Bedale, Burrill, Leeming and Thornton Watlass

26th April 2026

Service Times and Venues

Daily Morning and Evening Prayer conference calls at 8:30am and 4:00pm
Thursdays 10:30am BCP communion at St Gregory’s

Morning Services - St Gregory's,|  Morning Services - St Mary's, St 18:30—Evensong
Bedale John's and Burrill conference call
26th . 9:00am Burrill .
. 9:15am St Gregory's #F Leeming
April 10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #
8:00am St Gregory's # 10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass #
3rd May Bedale
9:15am St Gregory's #F 11am StlJohn's, Leeming #
10 May 9:15am St Gregory's #F 10:45 St Mary’s Thornton Watlass # Burrill

# Communion F Facebook
Conference Call Tel 03330110945 and enter when prompted Room No0.66307496# PIN 9498

APCM Announcements

The benefice annual parochial church meetings will be held on the following dates
and times:

Bedale with Burrill - Monday 27th April at 6:30pm in Chantry Hall

Leeming - Sunday 3rd May at 12 noon in the church

Every Food Parcel includes the following items :-

Bread, spread, eggs, cheese, cereals, jam, biscuits, small sugar, instant or tinned
potatoes, tinned vegetables, tinned tomatoes, tins of spam/ham/corned beef/tuna,
tins of meals in a tin such as stew/meatballs/pasta/hot dogs/pies, packs of dried
pasta/noodles/ rice, jars of pasta sauce, toiletries

such as deodorant/ toothpaste/shower gel/

shampoo, toilet roll.

Cleaning materials — washing powder, bleach H am bl Eton

spray, cloths, washing up liquid, tea, coffee, juice d p\
(for children), UHT milk. oasnare
working together to Feed the need

We are in need of all these items at the moment.




OuR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR

Bel Newman, Mark Newman, Delma Bode, Olive Robinson,
Justin, Alison, Dan, John, Rachel Oysten, Doris Pearson, Mal Rowland,
Bailey Cuthbert, Claire Bell, Christina, Elizabeth, and Christine.

We continue to pray for our local schools and care homes.

RIP

Neville Webster, Malcolm Williamson, John Hignet, Lorna Tennet, Chris Gilbertson,
Carol Grayson, Rachel Parkinson, and Marion Hutchinson.

May they rest in peace and rise in glory

Praying for Edwin in Bolivia

God, we thank you for the gift of knowledge. We praise you that you provide us with
brains to think and question the world around us. We pray that you would help Edwin
learn well and flourish. May he discover his unique talents and giftings. Give him a
passion for the world around him. Amen.

Collect

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: raise us,
who trust in him, from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, that we may
seek those things which are above, where he reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Reading - Acts 2. 42—end

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers.

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the
apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell
their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by
day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate
their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the
people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Second Reading - 1 Peter 2.19-end

For it is to your credit if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If
you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, where is the credit in that? But if you
endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God'’s approval. For to this you have
been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you
should follow in his steps.

‘He committed no sin,




and no deceit was found in his mouth.’

When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but
he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on
the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you
have been healed. For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to
the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

Gospel Reading - John 10.1-10

‘Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in
by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of
the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own,
he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will
not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of
strangers.’ Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what
he was saying to them.

So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate for the sheep. All who
came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. | am the
gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture.
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life, and
have it abundantly.

Post Communion Prayer

Merciful Father, you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good shepherd, and in
his love for us to lay down his life and rise again:

keep us always under his protection, and give us grace to follow in his steps;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The focus of the 'lead' reading is on the characteristic actions and commitments of the earliest
believers in their life together. Other readings reflect on Jesus through the theme of the
shepherd, the sheep and suffering.

Acts 2.42-47

This short passage is a summary, with verse 42 as the summary of the summary! The verses act
as a 'heading' before more specific examples are given of the earliest communities of followers of
Jesus (long before the term 'Christian' is appropriate). The picture in Acts 2 has often been said to
be idealised, but the stories to come fill out the difficulties as well as the details of community
life. The passage describes the enthusiasm of believers and their deep commitment to one
another in terms familiar to spiritual renewal movements throughout history. Four elements of
the daily actions and commitments of the new believers are highlighted in verse 42 and
explained further in the following verses: the apostles' teaching, fellowship, breaking bread and
prayers. The apostles teach and do 'signs and wonders'. As the Early Church developed,



faithfulness to the apostles' teaching was the key to distinguishing proper developments and
wrong turnings. Faithfulness to apostolic teaching is interpreted by some as faithful, orthodox
believing in certain religious doctrines, but by others as much more about continual learning and
exploration in the faith. In the following verses, that teaching is also linked to seeing what God is
doing mightily through the apostles. 'Fellowship' is a key Pauline word: not just a vague feeling of
togetherness but a commitment to a common enterprise. It is illustrated by 'having all things in
common' - not selling up from the beginning but using goods and possessions for one another as
the need arose. The narrator does not explain whether 'breaking of the bread' means meals in
general or Eucharistic gatherings in particular: in view of the reference to homes and eating food
gladly in the following verses, it probably bears both meanings. The prayers the believers shared
may also refer both to their (Jewish) public prayers in the Temple and to the spontaneity of their
praying together in gatherings of Jesus' followers. his brief passage has remained a challenge to
the Christian Church through the centuries, inspiring those who have fought against social
division and injustice and who call on the Church to act out the coming kingdom of justice and
value for all, as well as interpreting how God is working in the world and worshipping through
Christ.

1 Peter 2.19-25

The Epistle also links with the Gospel reading, particularly John 10.14-15. The passage begins
with the possibility of believers' innocent suffering, then focuses on the death of Jesus
interpreted through Isaiah 53. What the lectionary compilers conceal, by leaving verse 18 out of
the set lesson, is that this passage is advice to slaves. It is part of the household code in 1 Peter,
urging non-retaliation in the face of unjust treatment, following on from the call to submit to
authorities. This context ought not to be ignored. On the other hand, it is also teaching which
addresses slaves as people who have moral responsibility and who can be treated unjustly - both
of which could have been denied in their social context. The teaching which is first directed to
slaves becomes, for the letter-writer, teaching for Christian believers in general in the context of
communities facing local persecutions and the sufferings they entailed. Such suffering is given
meaning by being linked to the suffering of Christ.

John 10.1-10

The Gospel passage pictures 'the door of the sheep' and 'the good shepherd'. John 10.1-5
consists of one (or possibly two) parables. Following from chapter 9, they imply criticism of the
religious leaders who cast people out and fail their responsibilities. Verses 6-10 use motifs from
the parable(s) to focus on Jesus and how he fulfils the role given him by God. From these pictures
come the teaching that people are invited 'into the sheepfold' and 'out to the pasture' through
Jesus. A further picture is of the intimate relationship between the sheep and the shepherd. This
echoes the story of the lost sheep in Luke and Matthew, and also Jesus seeking out the man he
has healed in the previous chapter of John. The passage ends with the promise of abundant life, a
constant theme of John's Gospel referring to 'eternal life' which begins now. In recent years this
theme has been used to focus on life before death, inspiring work for abundance and quality of
life for those who do not have it.



